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TO THE 


Second VOL UMR. 


„OR II 
7 N -which the Author introduces himſelf to the 
public by ſome letters he has received from un- 
requeſted correſpondents, and the anſwers he 
gives to them. hs: p. 


Contains the hiſtory of a very extraordinary fu- 


neral, and alſo of ſome other pretty particular 
occurrences which the Author was witneſs of 
in an Inviſible viſit he made to the maſt favous 


rite part of the family of a lady of diſtinction. 


| 20 

CRAFT MM | 
Ts a kind of warning - bell to the public, and gives 
a melancholy, though a too comman proof, that 
a perſon in endeavouring, by unjuſt or impru- 
dent meaſures, to avoid falling into an ima- 
ginary misfortune, is frequently liable, to bring 
on effeftually what otherwiſe might never have 
JJ 1 42 


a» CHAP. 


. | 3 + ; a 2 
I x: 6 7 . E ; CI 
; : e 7 . 


In which the reader is requeſted to expe? no more 


than a continuation of the ſame narrative be- 


gun in the preceding chapter; and which has 
in it too great a multiplicity of incidents to be 
Fully concluded in this. | Eo 

AF. CO 


In which the conſequences of Cleora's elepement, 


in relation both to herſelf and huſband, are 
fully ſhewn, and an end put to that ſuſpence 
which it is highly probable the former pages 
may have excited in the mind of every intereſted. 


87 


and curious reader. 


| CHAT: Yb. . 
Triats of divers and ſundry matters, ſome of 
which the Inviſible Author flatters himfelf will 
De very agreeable to the greateſt part of the 
readers; but , contrary to his expectations, 
they ſhould happen to be found otherwiſe, he 

_ hopes at leaſt they will be excuſed on account of 
others, both paſt and to come, more entertaining 


and ſuitable to his taſte, 106 


48 8 H 

Preſents the reader with a full view of the 
Beautiful and much celebrated Sabina, in an 
impartial deſcription ef her perſon and cha- 
TLacter, with ſome particulars in relation to 

her two amours, and the conſequences which 
_ attended this laſt afſignation made with her 
Javeurite Vaungly, 124 
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CONTENTS. 
CHAP ,vM-- 


Contains the cataſtrophe of an adventure, which 


the Author thinks fit to declare is inſerted in 
theſe lucubrations, leſs to amuſe his readers than 
for the ſake of ſetting in a true light thoſe 
facts, which ſome people have artfully endea- 
. woured to miſrepreſent to the public. 141 


BOOK IV. CHAP. I 


In which the Author confeſſes having been guilty 


of petty larceny; but hopes that the fact is of 
ſuch a nature as will not rome under the cogni- 
 Zance of the law ; aud alſo that it merits for- 
giveneſs from thoſe into whaſe hands this work 
may fall, as the chief motive for committing it 
was to oblige the public. 153 


"CH ALE. 


If there can be any reader, in this very pious and 


religious age, that may happen to have too ten- 
der and ſcrupulous a conſcience to benefit him- 
ſelf by the receipt of ſtolen goods, the Author 
thinks ut highly neceſſary to give him this timely 
notice, that it will be beſt for his peace of mind 
to avoid looking into this or ſome of the 2 
ing chapters. "IT 164 


CHAPM 


| Preſents the reader with the continuance ' of Se- 


 lima's ſtory, as related by herſelf, in ſeveral 
epiſtles to her friend, in a very natural and 
affecting manner, 179 


CHAP. IV. 


Contains the concluſion of Selima's letters. 191 


CHAP. 


iv | CON TTESMT S. 


5 „„ A&B 
Conſiſts chiefly of ſome raflections of the Authors 
55 on 7205 FA — 55 ken road in the 
purſuit of Fame, and the folly of an ill directed 
Emulation ; to which are added, a few faint 
Shetches taken from the moſt amiable originals 

in modern life, nnd exhibited in the hope of 
of ſeeing them finiſh'd by a more able pencil, for 
the improvement of the public. 4206 
CAFE. Th 5 


0 Gives a ſuccinct relation of two pretty extraordi- 


2 io wr eo rey : 
> 


| Author in a morning ramble ;—which accounts, 
| if they are not found altogether fa improving 


as ſeme few readers might deſire, have full as 
1 good a plea to the approbation of the town in 


general, — that of being very diverting. 222 
| E 
Is calculated rather for admonition than enter- 
tainment, and therefore is likely to be but little 
reliſh'd ; — eſpecially as it may happen to give 
a pretty ſevere flap on the faces of ſome wha 
think themſelves tao great or tea wiſe far 


amendment, 15 245 
HA VI 
ds a continuance of what the former but began ; 
— whoever therefore is not pleaſed with the 
porch, had beſt not venture farther, leſt he 
ſhould meet with ſomgthing yet more diſagree- 
able within. 5 JA Fg 259 
CHAP Tn 
Concludes a narrative which has ſomewhat in it 
that will, in a manner, compel thoſe who ſhall 
Bk be mojt offended, to counterfeit an upprobation, 
for the ſake of their oꝛun intereſt and reputa- 
1 tion. 8 5 281 


nary adventures that preſented tbemſelves to the 


Nn 728 : 8 „ * „5 no gt nb EY . 
en I Ac: JJ F RC Ee * 7 eee 
„ c a ES IE gar?! 4 r 


* 
LI 
Dr As 85 Fog NE EO CL ITS 1 g 
r q rr 


N [viſible Spy. 


boos 
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CHAP Lk | 


In which the author introduces himſelf 
to the public by ſome letters he has 
received from unrequeſted correſpon- 
dents, and the e he gives to 

| hw: | 


aX TIO” I am very cer rtain of 

CA the honour and ſtrict pro- 
1T | bity of my editor, and be- 

\ Ty 9 lieve he employs none, eſ- 

E C7 pecially | in any thing rela- 

; 2 ting to the preſs, but ſuch 


'} whole integrity may be depended upon, 
STS B ya 


2 The Inviſible SPY, 


yet, I know not how it is, but the title 
of this work has, by ſome means or other, 
taken air, and I perceive has ſounded an 


alarm in the ears of thoſe who bluſh to 


be told of what they do not bluſh to act; 


for before the firſt volume was near halt 


completed ſeveral letters from different 


hands were left for me at the Printing- 
Office; ſome of which I think it highly 
proper to inſert, as I have no other way 
of communicating my ſentiments to the 
authors of them, and ſhall leave it to the 
public to judge impartially between us, 


LETTER I 
To the INVISIBLE Spy. 
Mr. InvisiBLe, 


5 Am a fair enemy, and ſcorn to cut 


* 4 any man's throat without firſt tel- 
ling him I intend to do ſo: l therefore 


« ſend this before the publication of 
6 your book, to give you warning not 


4 prelent the Preſident.—W hat if we ap- 


% pear a little terrible to ſilly people, and 


ſometimes, for ſport's ſake, overturn a 
„ chaile, or joſtle an old man or inſigni- 


% ficant woman into the kennel, beat the 


« watch, 
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to put any thing into it that may affront 
e the honourable- ſociety of Bucks, of 
% which I am not only a member but at 


The Invijſble * 1 


c watch, break the windows of houſes, 
« or rob the watchmen of their lant- 
« horns; we look upon ourſelves as ab- 
« ſolute ſovereigns of all public places, 
and will not ſuffer a reprimand from 
% any paultry ſcribbler of you all; for 
<< whatever we may happen to do, either 
& on the Road, in the Mall, or the 
< Street ;—take n alſo, that the leaſt᷑ 
provocation offer'd to any one of us 
« incurs the reſentment of the whole 


„ body, and we have unanimouſly ſworn 


« to make a dreadful example of you if 
found culpable this way; — hope not 
« to Eſcape, — we ſhall trace you to your 


lurking- hole, — pluck off your caſe of 


& Inviſibility, and hack you into atoms; 


E vengeance is the word, — mark 
"= that, and tremble how you offend 


„ A BUCK: 


In anſwer to 1 8 terrible gentleman 1 


Mall only ſay, that tho' J am no friend 


to fighting, eſpecially with horned ani- 
mals, yet I am not coward enough to be ſo 
far intimidated by his menaces as to erace 


any thing I have once wrote; if therefore 


he finds nothing | in this work concerning 


the fraternity of which he boaſts being a 


member, he may aſſure himſelf that it is 


merely becauſe I look on all the adven- 
tures they are engaged in, as too low 


B 2 — 


2 2 Inviſible Spy. 
and too trifling for the entertainment of 
my readers. 


1 E T T E R II. 
To the AUTHOR of the 1 SPY. 


« Sj1.R, 


HERE. are a ſet of men about 
« 4 this town who pick up a pretty 


« tolerable living by inſpecting into the 
« ſecrets of the preſs ;—they are a ſort of 
Spies as well as yourſelf, and as Invi- 
«< ſible as you can pretend to be; — they 
„ find means to ſteal the title of every 
„new book long before it is advertiſed, 


4 and almoſt as ſoon as the letters which 


form it are put together by the compo- 
"og, it is by one of thoſe very uſeful 

* perſons I am informed of the work you 
have in hand, and being apprehenſive 
e that it may contain ſome things which 
« had much better be conceal'd than 
«© made known, I take the liberty to offer 

you my ſentiments upon it, previous 


* to the publication, in order that you 


may make ſuch alterations, as on hear- 


„ing my reaſons, you ſhall find neccflary 
| 66 * and proper, | 


In the firſt ONE; fir, I would have 
66: you conſider, that whatever is bad either 


ce in 
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' The Invifaie SPY. © 
te in the affairs of private families or in 
<« national concerns, may poſſibly be made 
& much worſe, but can never be amended 
« by being expoſed ; — ill fortune, let it 
*& come in what ſhape it will, can get 
** nothing by complaints but a ſhort-lived 


<< pity's and when that is over, inſults 


% and contempt are ſure to enſue :—it is 


* prudence, therefore, to make a good 


% appearance as long as we can; and, 


according to the vulgar adage, let the 


* evil day take care for its ſelf. 


100 with great propriety that writers 
« who preſume to cavil, and find fault 
« with the management of thoſe at the 
helm, are compared to curs barking, at 


„the Moon; for the Ad—m=—n, like 
* that planet, ſecure in its own height, 


* deſpiling all arrows ſhot from the in- 


e ferior world, moves on in the ſame 
Tg: uninterrupted courſe it has begun, and. 


ce will continue to do fo, except ſome 
* ſudden revolution ſhould happen among; 


the ſtars, and the diſpoſition of nature 


* entirely chang' d. 


1 What avails, che all theſe in- 
c yectives that from time to time have 


been thrown out againſt the miniſtry ? 
„ this preſuming to canvas every bill 


brought into parliament, and grumb- 
B 3 ä « ling 


6 ' The Inviſible Sp EE: 
ling at them after being enacted into 
5 laws, ſince, in ſpite of all that can 


& be ſaid or wrote, things will be as 
« they are ?—The wile of all ages agree, 


£ that happineſs is ſeated in content; and 


„if this be true, the good people of 
„England need only think themſelves 
_ happy, to be fo, — This lortunate æra 
% might preſently arrive, if the com- 


2 monality would once ccaſe affecting to 


& be thought politicians, and every one 
& ſay with mr. Pope, | - 


In ſpite of pride, unerring reaſon's ſpite, 


One truth 1s clear, — Whatever is, — is 
right. 


But to come to the point; you mult 


60 Enow, fir, I have the honour of a 


« ſeat in the preſent parliament, and 


e hope to have the ſame in the enſuing 
& one.; but being conſcious of having 
been pretty ſtrenuous in bringing about 
s ſome things not very popular, parti- 
“ cularly the bill in relation to the Na- 
& turalization of the Jews, I ſhould be 

« olad to have that matter brought as 
& little as poſſible upon the tapis ;— not 
& that I fear being rechoſen, but it will 
& coft me more money ;—you underſtand 
% me; — my conſtituents will fell their 
0 voices at a much higher price; and, it 
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The Invifible Sev. 


vaiPd upon to [el at all. 


1 earneſtly deſire therefore, 


7 


may be, ſome few of them not be pre- 


that if 


you mention any thing of this affair, it 
* may be wholly in favour of the Hraelies ; 

— ſet up the law of Moſes in oppo! f- 
tion to the rules of Chriſtianity; — it 


will be caly for you to prove your 
ment by quotations out of ſome 


argu- 
Inge- 


nious pamphlets publiſh'd within theſe 


few years : — your compliance wi 


ith this 


requeſt will oblige me to recommend 


your book among all my friend 


s, and 


to do to you every other good office 


in the power of, 
in, 


« Your moſt humble 


© and obedient ſervant, - 


& JuDa 


8 


Jam ſorry this gentleman has given 
himſelf the trouble to write ſo long a letter 


to ſo little purpoſe ; — I am a very old- 


B 4 


faſhion'd fellow, I revere the old teſta- 
ment, but endeavour to act according to 
the precepts of the new, ſo conſequently 
can be no friend to the 


ä profeſs'd enemies 
of! it:— I ſhall take care, however, not to 


offend + 


8 De Inviſible Sp v. 
offend any member of the honourable 
houſe of commons; — I ſhall be ſo wile, 


at leaſt while l keep in remembrance the 


fate of 5 
L E T T ER II. 


To the INVISIBLE SPY. 


SIR, 


« Am ſhock'd and ans beyond 
A1 meaſure at your title, and ſo J be- 


« lieve is every body elſe that hears it. 
% What but the very Devil incarnate can 
& have tempted you to aſſume one ſo un- 


„ gracious to all degrees of people ? 
& An Invilible Spy F— why, it is a . 
4% rater more to be dreaded than an 


« Exciſe, a Cuſtom-houſe or a Sheriff's 
« Officer; — nay, than even a King's 


« Meſſenger: — human prudence has 
taught us to elude the ſcrutiny of all 


« known examiners; but who can guard 


te againſt what they do not ſee? — You 


may be at our very elbows without our 


% knowing you are; — you may explore 


C 


* 


all the neceſfary arts and myſteries of 


& our ſeveral avocations, without our 


% having it in our power to bribe you to 
0 ſecrecy: — What therefore can you ex- 
e pect, as there is no other way of deal- 


* ing with you, but to have your book 


_ damn' d 
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TI he Invifible Sp v. -" 
damn'd the firſt moment of its publi- 
cation; and to be plain with you, I, 
who am an author as well as your- 
ſelf, have already, at the requeſt of 
ſome leading men, prepar'd a thing 
for the preſs which will effectually do 
your buſineſs ? — As a brother of the 
quill, however, thinking it becoming 
in me to give you this timely notice, 
and likewiſe to adviſe you to cancel 


all ſuch pages, as upon a ſtrict exami- 


nation you ſhall find may poſſibly be 
conſtrued into a libel, — whether the 

matters they contain are founded either 
upon truth or fiction; — you know 
very well, that the one is liable to the 


ſame puniſhment as the other ; with 


this difference only, that the former 
being the moſt ſtinging, is, generally 
ſpeaking, treated with the molt ſeve- - 
rity; — I have heard ſome menaces 
thrown out againſt you, and ſincerely 
wiſh you may eſcape the effects, and 


+: meet wn no other chaſtiſement for 


your folly, than what you will receive 
from the pen of 


00 SCRIBLERIUS.” 


1 ſhall defer giving my Crna on 


my brother author's doughty epiſtle, till 


I find myſelf oblig'd to declare them in 
an anſwer to the treatiſe” with which he 


B 5 _ threatens 


—ͤ—3ä ñ————— 
as 


1% The Invijible 8 p v. 


threatens me, as one trouble Will ſuffice 
for both. 


err IV, 
From a lady to the INVISIBLE Spy. 


8 IR, 


0 _— of my acquaintance 0 | 


cc 


taken it into their heads, I ſuppoſe 


not without ſpecial information, that 


& there is a book coming out under the 


« title I have prefix'd to this letter; — if 


« there be in reality any ſuch work in the 
&« preſs, I take the liberty of telling the 
* author, that I hope he has more good 


« ſenſe and good manners than to pry into 
& the ſecrets of our ſex, much leſs to fol- 
&« low the example of a late writer in ex- 


poſing to the world what he may hap- 
« pen to find in ſome of our drefling- 


* rooms, cabinets, and private alcoves. 
« — Suppole a woman has the misfortune 


& to like another man better than her 


c“ huſband, —pawns her jewels to pay her 
_* debts at play,—or is in the books of her 


& mercer, laceman, and milliner, beyond 
& her utmoſt ability. to clear ?—thelſe are 


* all of them foibles which ought to be 
, excuſed, as they are the faſhion, and 
-* ne ſhould be look'd upon as a creature 


* of the laſt age to be wholly free from; 
e - fo, - 
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66 


6 4 


| The Inviſible Spy. 1 
— ſo, dear Inviſibile, I would have vou 
conſider, that the want of politeneſs in 


QA „ 


- 


„your ſex is much more ridiculous than 
4 


A 


the want of chaſtity and ceconomy is in 
* ours : — flattery and homage are the 
& privilege of womankind, and if a fa- 


4 ther, an uncle, or a brother. aſſumes to 


7 


0 


himſelf the right of correcting any 
“ miſtakes we are e guilty of, we are ſure 
e to hate him for it in our hearts; — if 
therefore there be any one of us whom | 
«© you would wiſh to be well with, 5 
“ muſt conceal the faults of the reſt, 


66 * Yours, &c. 


0 EROxIA.“ 


* 


I am afraid that J ſhall have but a 


very indifferent chance for a place in the 


good graces of this lady; but as there are 
others, I hope the greateſt number, of an 
oppoſite way of thinking, | ſhall wes more 


a conſole — 


L E T TER v. 
To the 15 VISIB L 1 SP x. 
60 Mr. Ixv1512LE, 


\ 7 Othing is more abſurd in ellect, i 
than for people to take all oppor- 
<« tunities of railing againſt that which they 


8 "0 2 5 (e are 


12 The Invifible Se v. 


« are continually practiſing ;—the article 
% of gaming is ſo popular a ſubject, that 


e tho you may like the amuſement as 
„ well as any body, I ſcarce doubt but 
& to ſatyrize it makes ſome part of your 


te Jucubrations ; but how bold ſoever you 
& may be with the ſweetners and common 


t“ gamblers, who have no other depen- 


« dance for their bread, I would have 


„you beware how you meddle with per- 
< ſons of rank and fortune: — if by my 


c addreſs in the turning of a card I win 


& five hundred or a thouſand pieces of a 
& fellow who has the vanity to imagine 
„he has as much ſkill as myſelf, it is 
< only for the pleaſure of circumventing, 
„and then laughing at him, not through 


<& the love of lucre :—no, I would have 
* you know, ſir, I ſcorn money, and 


& only put it in my pocket till I can 


* find a proper object to beſtow it upon, 
and the next needy woman of the town 
&« I come in company with, toſs the fool's. 


“ pence into her lap ;—or per naps ſet half 


* a dozen of the poor devils a ſcrambling 
8 for it . 1 remember that one night, 
in very cold weather too, I made a 
« whole covey of them ſtrip naked as 
e they were born, and run galloping 


* the whole length of Pall-Mall after. 


e ſeven or eight hundred moidores I 
*- threw out of a tavern window. If you 


pretend 


The Invifible S p x. 13 
cc pretend theſe are not generous actions 
«« you will be thought a filly old Put 


= + and your book not worth a farthing. 


— no more from 
60 Yours, 
« As 1 ſhall find you deſerve, 


06 RaxzLove.” 


If mr. Rakelove's letter had rachel 
my hands before theſe volumes were com- 
pleted, it might have ſaved me the trouble 
of expoſing the buſineſs of cheating at 
play, by having done it 1o efiecually 


himſelf. ; | 
LET TER VI. 
To the INV 181 Li, Spy. 


SIR, 


"3 Hear you are going to ſer forth a 
new wok, and from the title of it 
have ſome reaſon to apprehend you will 


be no leſs bitter in your expreſſions 


«© than ſome others have been againſt a 
nation which deſires nothing more than 
eto live in the moſt perfect concord 


and amity with yours, I beg leave to 


«© expoitulate a little with you on that 
os occaſion. | 
cc x; 


—— naar ore 
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« J thought you Chriſtians valued 


e yourſelves upon acts of benevolence, 


« charity, and good-will to all men; and 


c that to root out the ſeeds of envy and 


« malice from your hearts was a main 
“part of your religion ;— Wherefore then 
« is all this rancour againſt the Hebrews ? 
«© — How can you profeſs the leaſt true 


e regard for Abraham, or any of the Pa- 


ee triachs, when you grumble to admit 


e their poſterity as fellow-citizens within 


« your walls? — How can you place the 


ce yenerable portraitures of Moſes and 


„ Aaron in your temples, yet grudge that 
e the people they deliver'd from the houſe 


c of bondage ſhould ſhare, with you in 
ce the milk and honey of your land? — 


% What if we crucified the man you 


„ worſhip as your God? — What if we 
e difbelteve and ridicule the miracles you 


ce aſcribe to him, deny his reſurrection, 
* and in our ſynagogues utter ſome 


ee things which you call blaſphemy, our 
“principles, in matters of faith, have no 


** relation to thoſe of loyalty to the king 
* or focial converſation with our neigh- 


„ bours? — We can be as good ſub- 


< jects and as merry companions as any 
„ Chriſtian of you all; — the want of 
“ either of theſe virtues cannot be im- 
& puted to us, | Hp 
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„There are many of you, indeed, I 
believe the greateſt number, who put 


religion quite out of the queſtion, and 
yet cry out that their rights and pro- 


perties will be invaded; that when 


once we have the liberty of being in- 
corporated with you, ſuch numbers of 
us will flock hither from all parts of 


the world, that we ſhall, by degrees, en- 


groſs all the trade of the kingdom; 
to which I anſwer, —that if we Hhould 
do ſo, the fault will be wholly in your- 
ſelves z—if you work and ell as cheap 


as we do, you will have the ſame 


chance for buſineſs ; —and as for thoſe 
who ſhall be obliged to ſhut up their 
ſhops, they will always find employ- 
ment among us, either as journeymen 
or menial ſervants: — a taylor or a 
barber would make a good valet de 
chambre; a merchant, a wine- cooper, 
a vintner, or a diſtiller, could not fail 


of being an excellent butler ;—a jewel- 


ler, a goldſmith, a mercer, a haber- 


: daſher, a woollen or a linnen- -draper, 


would be a ſpruce footman : — in fine, 
there is no one perſon, of any occupa- 
tion whatever, that might not, if he is 
not too proud or too lazy, earn his 


« bread under our HOG roots. 


As 


* Nat Ser 


« As you are an author, I muſt be- 
s lieve you to be a man of ſenſe, and 
ce therefore flatter myſelf that the argu- 
« ments I have alledg*d will have ſome 
12 weight with you. — I am, | 


„ With all due reſpect, 
| | i «Som, 
« Your moſt obedient 
. humble ſervant, 
wy SIUEIL BENZ ARA.“ 


My anſwer to Benzara may be found 

in the return I made to the letter of Ju- 
daicus, ſo I have only to thank this con- 
ſiderative and beneficent Hebrew for the 
handſome proviſion he propoſes for the 
trading part of my countrymen, tho' I 
hope they never will have occaſion to ac- 
re it. 


LETTER VII. 
To the I x VI SIBLE SPY, 


| %» Honour'd fir, 


1 5 WW told you are a very extra- 
| ordinary perſon, and can ſee every 
thing 
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thing and not be ſeen yourſelf, it is 
likely that chance or deſign may ſome 
time or other bring you to my houle ; 
as I live in a genteel part of the town, 
keep leveral ſervants, and am viſited 


by people of the beſt faſhion and re- 
pute. 


« You muſt know, fir, that I paſs for 
a well jointur'd widow, but in reality 
was never married in my life, and 
have.no other dependance than the fa- 
vour. of ſome worthy gentlemen and 
ladies, who I frequently oblige with a 
bed at the moderate rate of three 
guineas per night. | 


« Among the reſt * my VE cuſto- 
mers there are two ſiſters of diſtinction, 
who have each of them their particu- 
lar favourites, and always meet them at 
my houſe ;—one of them is married to 
a man who is as jealous of her as the 
devil; and if he ſhould get the leaſt 
intimation of her intrigue, and that I 


am privy to it, he would blow me up 
and ruin me for ever. 


*I therefore beg and beſeech you, ſir, 
that if you make any diſcoveries of 
this nature, you will not divulge it to 
any ſoul in the world, much leſs not 

0 put 
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18 The Troifible Spy, 
« put it into your book ; and in return 
& for this favour, be aſſured that you, 


% and any friend you ſhall bring with 
“ you, ſhall be welcome to the beſt ap- 


„ partment in my houſe, with a hot 


Cc 


* 


boil'd chicken and a bottle of wine in- 


to the bargain. — I am, 


706 Depending on your honour, 


cc SIR, 


8 Tour moſt devoted 
= humble ſervant, 


& SUSANNA PR 1M.” 


This good gentle woman O requeſt is 
come too late to be comply'd with ;—ſhe 


will find, however, if her avocation al- 


lows her time for the peruſal of theſe 
volumes, that I have carefully avoided 
making any miſchief i in families. 


I have alſo receiv'd another letter from 
a young lady, too tedious and too little 
intereſting to be preſented to the public, 
lo I ſhall only give the heads of it, with 
my opinion on the matter it contains. 


She is very preſſing with me to clear 
her reputation, which, as ſhe ſays, ſuffers 
much in the world without being guilty 

0 
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of any real crime ; but by the account ſhe 


gives of herſelf, even tho? ſhe ſhould be 
as perfectly innocent in fact as ſhe pre- 
tends, and as I hope ſhe is, I can lee 


very little merit in the virtue ſhe ſo much 


boaſts of, much leſs expect that any thing 
] can urge will put to ſilence che cenſures 
ſhe complains of. | 


When a young woman, well born, 
genteely bred, and accuſtom'd in her 
childhood to converſe with perſons of 
condition, can condeſcend to keep com- 
pany, and appear in all public places 


with the meaneſt and moſt abandon'd of 


her own ſex, and ſuffer herſelf to be 


treated in taverns by thoſe of the other 


with whom ſhe had no acquaintance, nor 
had ever ſeen before, what can be alledg' d 


in vindication of her delicacy, her pru- 
„ dence, or her modelty : ? 


She fays that her father, in his laſt mo- 


ments, put a dagger into her hands, with 
a a ſtrict charge to keep and uſe it in de- 
fence of her chaſtity if attack' d; but 
does not add that ſhe ever had any occa- 
ſion for exerting the heroine in this man- 
ner ;—ſo it ſeems to me that in the num- 
berleſs dangers ſhe confeſſes to have pro- 
vok'd, ſhe mult have been indebted for 
3 protection merely to chance, or to an un- 


comm on 
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common ſhare either of honour, or cold- 


neſs of conſtitution in the men with whom 


ſhe entruſted herſelf. 


Upon the whole, all that can be fad 
in her favour is, that want of thought, 
the love of pleaſure, and variety of com- 


_ pany, betray'd her into a conduc; ſhe too 


late ſees and repents the folly of, and 
which will be better retrieved by a fu- 
ture regularity of behaviour than by any 
vain excuſes for the paſt. 


H A F. II. 


Contains the 22 of a very extraor- | 
dinary funeral, ns alſo of ſome | 
other pretty particular occurrences 
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_ the author was witneſs of, in 


n Inviſible viſit he made to the 


of favourite part of the family of | 


a lady of diſtinction. 


1 F requently ſtroll thro' the town, with | 


my Inviſible Belt cloſe girt about me, 
not . with a veiw of making any 
diſcoveries, but merely to enjoy the free- 


dom of my thought, without being inter- 
rupted by the impertinent how'-d'y's of 


ſome 
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| fome who might meet and know me by 
day, and to be ſafe from the ſalutation of 
the ſtand and deliver, — inveſtors of the 
ret by night, with whom I was no leſs 
| inclined to engage in combat, than I am 
to comply with their unreaſonable. and 
ha demands. 


In theſe unmeaning ramble I ſome- 
times ſtumbled upon adventuzes: no leſs 


entertaining than many of thoſe 1 had 


> ſought after, and took ſo much pains to 


| 3 the hidden ſource of. 


I will not, however, 3 to Pro- 


3 miſe that this I am now about to recite 


is either ſo improving or ſo pleaſing as 
2 ſeveral others preſented to the public in 
this work; but be that as it ſhall happen, 
: — the candid reader will accept of things 
as they fell under my obſervation, and 
content himſelf with ſuch as are leſs agree- 
Le for the ſake of thoſe he ſhall find 

much more to his taſte. | 


5 Even life a kind of chequer-work 
appears, + 

A round of joy, of grief, of hopes, 
and 8 


. The 
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The good, the bad, the wiſe with 
« patience bear, - | 
Welcome the former, and the latter 


dare. 


I was going through a narrow lane one 
day, and ſaw a great concourſe of the 
meaner ſort of people gather'd together 
about a little door, which then ſeem'd to 
me, and I afterwards found, was the 


avenue to ſome ſtables or coach-houſe; 
as I did not imagine that perſons of the 


appearance thei: were could be aſſembled 


on any matter worthy of my attention, 1 


ſhould ſcarce have ſtopp'd to make any 
enquiry into it, it, juſt as I came near 


the place where they ſtood, they had not 


been join'd by ſome others, whoſe inter- 
rogatories awaken'd my curioſity. 


The firſt that ſpoke was a broad ruddy- 
faced woman, with tatter*d garments, 
ungirt and looſely flowing, as was her 
hair, which hung down to her brows ; — 
her heels the length of half a {pan be- 


hind her ſhoes; and, in fine, every mark 


about her that denoted her a true devotee 
to Bacchus, to whom, though it was 
ſcarce mid-day, and not the uſual time 
for the performance of his rites, ſhe had 


been plentifully ſacrificing, in ſuch liquor 


as 


- MarsTowN. 
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EE ladies of her rank are wont of late 


years to be regaled with; — her words 
were thele : | 


Firſt moman. What the devil's to 


* be done here? — Is there any thing to 
« be ſeen?” 


D 


To this © a robuſt fellow, 5 


by his appearance I took to be a carman 
or a waggoner, reply*d in theſe terms: 


Firſt Man. « Ay, marry, — the fineſt 
«* ſhew, by report, that ever you ſaw 1 in 
your whole life, or 8 ice again. 


Second Woman. 8 What a 


Third Foman. * Why where have you 


« liv'd, that you have not heard that one 


of lady Marvell's dogs is dead, and lies 
in ſtate till the burial ?? 


Oe of the new comers, on this intel- 


ligence, clapp'd her hands and cry'd out: 


Furth Woman. * Lord! + Lord! — 


a dog lie in ſtate; — what will this 


* world come to ? 


Second Man. To no good I am 
* afraid ; — but theſe _ think they 
* may 
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3 may do any thing; — it it had been a 


poor man's child, I warrant it might 


lie above ground, and be ſent to the 
« pariſh for a grave, for any care her 
* ladyſhip would take about it.“ 

 Onnne;. * Ay, ay, ſo they might in- 
<\deed.” 5 MR 


An arch wag, who was an apprentice 


in the neighbourhood, on hearing what 
was ſaid, thruſt himſelf in among them, 


and in a ſneering voice ſpoke thus: 


Apprentice. Oh fye, you ſhould treat 
a perſon of quality's dog with more re- 
ſpect; — beſides, I have been told that 
the deceaſed was lineally deſcended, by 


e the fide of his dam, from a favourite 


bitch of Oliver Cromwell's, who was 
* lord protector of England, and that his 


© fire came over from Holland with an 


_ © officer belonging to the houſhold of King | 


William, of immortal memory, 


Second Woman. * What of all that, I 


am ſure I lived ſervant in as worthy a 


family as any at all; — they had a fine 
dog call'd Cæſar, he was of good king 


* Charles's breed, —every body lov'd him, 
* he was ſuch a gentle good- natur'd crea- 
ture; — but they made no fuſs about 
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chan 1 received a letter requiring my at- 


tendance at a judge's chambers that ſame 
afternoon, at four o'clock, which was 
the very time in which it was reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe Lyſetta's new gueſt would de 
with her: — the affair I was ſent for upon, 
however, was of too much conſequence to 
be hazarded for the ſake of ſatisfying an 
idle curioſity; but I do not remember 
I was ever more vexed in my whole 


life. 


Having diſpatched my buſineſs, hal 
indeed happened lomewhat ſooner than 1 
expected, I put on my Belt of Inviſibility 
and went to the houſe of Lyſetta; — I 
faw a chair waiting, but the door was 


ſhut, and I was obliged to ſtay in the 


{treet for a conſiderable time, I believe 


not leſs than an hour, before it was 


opened for any perſon, either to go in or 
Our: 


I got entrance at laſt, and paſſed di- 
rectly to the dining-room, where I found 


the perſon I was deſirous of beholdin 
on my looking earneſtly on him, 4 ſaw 


he had ſo much the relemblance. of the 
picture drawn for him by the Fortune= 


teller, that I prefently perceived ſhe muſt 


be better acquainted with his features 


than the cups could make her, and that 
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in reality ſhe was a marriage- broker, un- 


der the diſguiſe of a coffee. grounds cal- 


culator. 


He had placed himſelf very cloſe to 
Lyſetta on a ſettee, and muſt have been 


— . a declaration of love to her by 


the anſwer ſhe _ juſt as I came into 
the room, 


1 Sir, it does not become 
de to hearken to any profeſſions of 


A 


this nature, from a perſon te whole 


* 


an entire ſtranger. 


Orſames. It will. be ealy for me, 


© madam, to give you full ſatisfaction in 


« all theſe particulars : but till I can do ſa 


» beg you will permit me, at leaſt, to 
£ Convince oy of uy paſſion.“ 


Lyſelta. Tho, fir, has 3 is no room 
to doubt, either by your appearance or 
behaviour, but that you are a gentleman 


* and a man of honour, yet ] ſhould be 


glad, methinks, to know ſome one 
« perſon with whom you are acquaint- 


ed. 


Orſamès. « Unfortunately for me, 


6 madam, there is not one ſoul in this 


. town 


family, fortune, and character Tam 10. 
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town who can give any account of me : 


— this, perhaps, you will think ſome- 


what odd ; but permit me to give you 


a ſhort ſketch of my hiſtory, and you 


will ceaſe to wonder at it. 


Tyſetta. «. Then, Pray ſir, oblige 


To tar,” 


Orſamts. © It is no boaſt in me, ma- 
dam, to aſſure your ladyſhip that my 
family is among the number of the 
moſt ancient in England, having been 
ſettled here long before the conqueſt, 


and many of them been biſhops, judges, 


and privy counſellors ; but my father, 
taking ſome diſguſt at the meaſures in 
a late reign, refolved to quit his native 
country for ever; and to that end ſold 
the ſeat of his anceſtors, with a very con- 
ſiderable eſtate in Somerſetſhire, and 
carried the purchaſe money, together 
with his whole family, to Philadelphia, : 
where he had then a brother, reputed | 
the moſt wealthy merchant in that 
place; — it was there, madam, I was 
born, and am the only ſurviving iſſue of 


of my parents, and conſequently the 
ſole heir of their poſſeſſions, as alſo of 
my uncle's, he dying without leaving 
any child behind him. —T fear I tire 
© you, madam.” 


| C * Tyſella. 
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Lyſetia. No, fir, I beg you will go : 


on.“ 


Orſames. From my very infancy 
there were ſomewhat in my nature 
which could not reliſh the manners of 
theſe Americans, though born among 
them; — I had read a great deal, and 
heard much more concerning England, 
and had always a paſſionate defire to 
come to it; but my father, even aſter 
my arriving at maturity, would never 
liften to any intreaties J made him on 


that ſcore : — after his death, my ancle 


was no leſs averſe to my removal ; but 
on his demiſe, finding myſelf freed from 
all dependency, and entirely maſter of 
my own actions, I left al! my effects to 


be diſpoſed of by a perſon whoſe in- 


tegrity I am well aſſured of, and taking 
with me only a thouſand guineas, juſt 
for preſent uſe, embarked in the firſt 
ſhip that failed for England, where I 


happily arrived about fix weeks ſince.* 


Lyſetta. "6 But would it not have * 
better, ſir, that you had ſtaid at Phila- 


delphia till your — had been ſet- 
tled ?? 


„ Not at all, madam; 1 
ave triends there that will manage e. 
* mg 


"aA. K a 
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me as well as if I were there in perſon 


— beſides, an irreſiſtable impulſe hurried 


me to England ; — I could not then 
account for my impatience, but am 
now convinced it was my guardian 
angel called me to behold in reality 
that lovely face J have ſo often ſeen in 


dreams.“ 


Lyſetta. * What, dream of me “ 


Orſames. Yes, madam, though ſo 


many leagues diſtant, my ri has been 
often with you, — conver 


now feels.“ 


 Iyſetta, I it voſtible 


Orſames, * True, by Heaven !* 


Lyſelia. And are you certain ! am 


the ſame you ſaw i in your ſleep ?? 


Orſames. I could not be deceived ; 
— the firſt moment my eyes were 
bleſt with your divine prefence at the 
Chapel Royal, I forgot the ſolemnity of 
the place, and the pious bulineſs that 
had brought me thither ; and as the 
Poet lays,” 
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When I attempted to ſay my prayers, 
Began my prayers to Heaven, 
And ended them to you. 


Fnſetta. Tis very w onde); — but 
tis time 1 to talk of theſe things. 
. As you bave related to me the 
0 ee bart of your lite, I ſhould like 
* to know in what manner you intend to 
6 regulate the future,” 


oſs hat Want be ſubmitted 
* to my charming directreſs; — all my 
« affairs, as well as my heart, muſt 
< orth be at your diſpoſal : —] 7 
© had thoughts, indeed, of purchaſing a 
mall eſtate, of abovt ftreen hundred 
or two thouſand pounds a year; — but 
* whetner I ſhould put the remainder of 
fortune into the public funds, or lay 
ut on an employment at Court, I had 
yet determined. oF 


Fi} 
© it 


y 
Gl 
or 
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| 3 Ob, by all means _ a place 
XX Court: — the Court is the ** 
Heaven upon Earth.“ 


 Orjames. Next to your company | 
believe it is; and ſince YOu Whos 
the thought, ſhall 1 Reiser * 
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Lyſetta. Whoever you marry, fir, 
will doubtleſs be of my Nn 


Orſames. Ah! do not wrong 'my 
faithful heart ſo much as to imagine it 


capable of being charmed by any - other 


fair! — No, — if all my love, my ſer- 
vices, my prayers, ſhould fail to move 
the adorable Lyletta, I vow an eternal 


celibacy.* 


ILiyſelta. You men always talk thus 


when you would impoſe on the credu— 
lity of our ſex; — but, fir, it is time 
alone that is the true touch-ſtone of ſin- 
cerity. | 


o Madam, it is, and to that, 
employ'd in my aſſiduities, and your 


own goodneſs, I ſhall truſt the deciſion 


of my fate; — therefore, I once more 
implore your permiſſion to repeat my 
vows, and pay you the trivute which 
beauty like yours demands from love 
like mine.” 


Lyſetta. I will not hear ſo much of 
love; — but as you are a ſtranger in 
town, and as yet have no acquaintance, 


3 cannot be uncharitable enough to re- 
„ fuſe 
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fuſe you the privilege of viſiting me 


ſometimes.“ 


Orſames. Heavenly creature ! but it 
* is in this humble poſture I ought to 


5 thank your goodneſs.” 


With theſe Words he - threw himſelf 
upon his knees, and catching hold of both 
her hands, preſſed firſt the one and then 


greateſt ap- 


the other to his lips with the g 


pearance of tranſport; — all which ſhe 
ſuffered, nor diſcovered the leaſt reJuc- 
| tance ;— | know not how long he might 
have continued in this mute courtſhip, ff 
the ſound of ſomebody at the docr had not 


ohliged him ſaddenly to rile, 


It was Lyletta*s ſervant, who immedi 
ately entered and preſented her with two 
letters, which had been juſt left her by the 
polt z — the looked on the ſuperſcriptions, 


then threw them careleſly on the table, 


without ſhewing any impatience to examine 
the contents ; but her lover, either thro? 


politeneſs, or becauſe he had acted enough - 


of his part for the firſt time, thought 


proper to take his leave, ſaying he would 


do himſelf the honour to wait on her 
the next day. 


He 
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He was no ſooner gone, than ſhe began 
to give a looſe to thoſe agitations which 
his preſence and diſcourſe had occaſioned 
in her mind, and which ſhe had not with- 
out great dificulty reſtrained from being 


viſible. 


It was in theſe terms ſhe expreſſed her- 


ſelf, which, incoherent as they are, I mall 


deliver them to my readers, juſt as I found 
them the next morning engraved on my 


Tablets. : 
Tyſetta. * Well, this is the oddeſt ac- 


cident; ſure chore was never any thing 
ſo aſtoniſhing! — let people ſay what 
they will, — "there is a great deal in the 
throwing of a cup; — = that: woman is 
certainly the devil; — how exactly ſhe 
deſcrib'd this gentleman. — I have ſaid 
I would never marry, but if the ſtars 
have ordain'd it otherwiſe, it is in vain 
© for weak woman to reſiſt ; and it his 
fortune be ſuch as he pretends it is, [ 
can ſee no cauſe for any one to blame 


me.“ 


aA 


Here ſhe ſtopp'd, and ſell into a little 
reſverie; but ſoon coming out of it, thus 
renew'd her ejaculations : 


C5: Lyſelta. 
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Lyſeita.. * There is nothing in the per- 
« fon nor addreſs of this new lover, but 
what is perfectly agreeable, — and ] be- 
© lieve I ſhall like him well enough on a 
little more acquaintance with him ; 

he ſeems vaſtly charm'd with me; bs 
one ought not to build on what the 
* men ſay on theſe occaſions. — There 1s 
«* ſomething ſtrangely particular, indeed, 
© in his dreaming of me without ever 
© having ſeen me: — in fine, the more I 
0 conſider, the more I find the hand of fate 


© 15 in this bulinels, and 1 muſt {ubmit.? 


After this ſhe ſeem'd ſomewhat more 
compoſed, and began to read the letters 
ſhe had received; '—1 alſo look'd over 
them at the Ge time; but found they 
were only from relations, of family af- 
fairs of no moment to the public, o1 or to 
the narrative I am reciting. 


When I came home, had 1 my- 
ſelf into my eaſy- chair. and began to ru- 
minate on the extraordinary ſcene I had 
been witneſs of, I knew not whether the 
baſe deſign, which I. now plainly per- 
ceived had been concerted between the 
Fortun<-teller and Orſames, or the weak- 
ess and infatuation of Lylctta in giving 

| credit 
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credit to their romantie lies, had the moſt 


right to engroſs my amazement. 


But when I reflected more deeply on 


the various impoſitions I daily faw prac- 
tiſed in the world, my wonder ceaſed, on 


account either of the Fortune- teller or the 
 Fortune-hunter, and fix'd itſelf entirely 
on the ſimplicity of Lyſetta. — It now 
:-em'd not ſtrange to me, that the moſt 
illiterate and abject wretches ſhould be en- 
dow'd with a natural ftore of cunning, 

which, back' d by impudence, renders 
them capable of forming contrivances to 
deceive; elſe how do we fo often ſee 
common pickpockets and houſe-breakers 
circumvent the watchiulncis of the moſt 
cautious ? but then thoſe ſort of pilferers 
rob us when our heads are turn'd another 
way, or when we are fleeping in our beds; 

but in liſtening to Fortune tellers we are 
defrauded with our eyes broad open, and 


give, as it were, our own conſent to the 
worſt kind of theit, that of ſtealing away 


our underſtanding. 


* 


people guilty of this egregious folly, 
when detected in it, pretend they confult 


thoſe ridiculous oracles for no other end 


than merely to divert themſelves, without 
believing, or even. remembering after- 


wards one ſyllable of the predictions deli- 
e — Ca . vered 
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rered to them. — This may, perhaps, at 
firſt be true; but there are too many in- 
ſtances which prove that cuſtom, by de- 
grees, turns into carneſt what might once 
be meant but as a jeſt. — The reaſon. is 
this : ©... | 


Thoſe ſubtle creatures frequently find 
means, either by emiſſaries they employ 


tor that purpoſe, or by inſinuating them 


ſelves among the ſervants, to get into the 
tecrets of families, and one real fact, 


ſerving to make all they ſay believed, 


gives them the power to work the per- 


ton who depends upon them almoſt to any 


point they aim at. 


The moſt pernicious deſigns have been 

» | | .. | 
carry'd on this way. — Husbands have 
been ſet againſt their wives, and wives 
againſt their husbands; — parents have 
been made to diſregard their children, 


and children to. forget all obedience to 


their parents; — the beſt matches have 


been broke off, and the moſt diſpropor- 


tionable ones made: — in fine, there is 
no kind of miſchief but what has hap- 
p2n'd when. a Fortune-teller has been 
bribed by ſome baſe perſon, who has an 
mtereit in bringing about ſuch events. 


'There- 
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; b as I think there is a m i in 
force againſt theſe pretended dealers in 
futurity, I cannot help ſaying, that I re- 
gret its not being executed with greater 
punctuality ; fince the more ſimple an 
evil appears, me more dangerous it N 


in its effects. 


CHAP. uv. 


Contains the cataſtrophe of an affair, 


which the repetition of ought not to 
give offence to any one, except the 
perſon whoſe reſentment the author 


E. not lock upon as a misfortune. 


YSETTA was ſo ſtrongly perſuaded 
in her mind, that it was her fate to 


marry Orſames, that ſhe made not the. 


leaſt attempt to check the growing incli- 
nation ſhe had for him, but rather thought 
it a virtue in her to encourage the moſt 


tender ſentiments for a ey ordain'd 
by Heaven to be her husband. 


I made ſeveral viſits to her, both in my: 
Viſible and Inviſible capacity, and feldom: 


went without finding Orſames there, and 
every time more =_ and degagee than 


before. 


. . — 
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before.— He made ſo ſwiſt a progreſs i in 


his courtſhip, that in leſs than a fortnight 
he became the Major-Domo of her Ha- 


mily, — commanded all the ſervants, and 
behaved as it already their maſter, as in- 


deed he was in every thing * the 


name. 


To add to all this, Lyſetta ſuffered 
him to conduct her to all public places; 


— they took the air together in the 
Mall, Kenſington-Gardens, and Hyde- 


Park, and ſat in the ſame box at the 
Play-houſe; ; he always dined and ſupped 
with her, whatever other company were 


there : —in a word, they were never 
aſunder but in thoſe houra when decency 
| obliged them to be ſo. 


So ſtrange a revolution in the beha- 


viour of Lyſetta made a great deal of | 
noiſe in town; all her acquaintance were 


ſurprized; — all her friends and kindred 
were very much alarmed at it; eſpecially 
as the perſon to whom ſhe ſhewed theſe ex- 


traordinary favours was altogether un- 


known in the world, nor could they get 
the leaſt account of him: | 


Thoſe, who rkher through a long con- 
verſation or affinity of blood, could take 
the privilege of diſccurſing with her on 


this 
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this head, did it in a very free manner; 
but the anſwers ſhe gave to their interro- 
catories were far from being fatisfaftory to 
chem: — when ſhe told them his hiſtory 
as he had related it to her, they treated it 


with contempt ; — ſome ſaid, — that he 
was an impoſtor; — others more 


modeſt, that they wiſhed he was not ſo ; 
— to both which ſhe returned, — that 


whatever he were, ſhe was certain it was 
her fate to marry him, and therefore de- 
| fired that they would give themſelves no. 


farther pain on that occaſion. 


As ſhe was naturally of a haughty, ob- 


ſtinate diſpoſition, it is highly probable 


that the remonſtrances they took the 


liberty of making to her, rather ſtrength- 


ened than abated | her reſolution of giving 
herſelf to him: — I was at her houſe one 
day, under cover of my Inviſible Belt, 
when I heard the following converſation 
between them : : 


Or ſames. © Condemn me not, my angel, 
for being ſometimes melancholy even 


in your divine preſence ; — though you 


have promiſed to make me one day the 
* happieſt of mankind, and I look upon 
* every word of that dear mouth as unfail- 
ing as an Oracle, yet when I conſider the 
0 length of time between me and the 
0 conſummation of my wilkes, the im- 

patience 
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©* patience of my paſſion will not permit 


me to be gay. 


Lyſetta. Lou men are always in 
© ſuch a hurry in every thing you 


© do.“ 


Orſames. Ah, madam, *tis a dread- 
ful thing to have one's happineſs depend 
© on the uncertain winds and waves, it 


may be yet two months before my 
© effects can arrive from Philadelphia.“ 


Lyſetta. And do you call that ſo 
long a time?” 5 


Orſames. A million of ages in the 


account of love; and even, according to 
common calculation, longer than human 
© nature can ſuſtain continual torments; 
© — eight whole weeks, ſix and fifty 


© anxious days, and as many reſtleſs 


E nights; upwards of thirteen hundred 
hours of tedious expectation z; and 
© minutes almoſt numberleſs, waſted in 
pain which might be paſſed in plea- 
© ſure, if you would ſhorten the tremen- 
© dous date.“ | = 


Lyſelta. What would you have me 
* do?” N 


Orſames i 
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= Orſ/ames. © Ah ! if you loved, 

' 2? © would not need to be told; but of er : 
ſelf generouſly bring the bleſſed event 
nearer to my wiſhes.* 2 


GH 


Leia. C You would not have me 
< marry you till your affairs are ſettled, 
and things can be done regularly for 
* our mutual ſatisfaction.” 


* 
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o 41 underſtand you, madam; 
— the articles of jointure and pin- 
money, I know, are cuſtomary in modiſh | 
marriages; but the paſſion you have 
inſpired me with is of too ſublime a 
nature to ſtoop to fuch mean forms. — 

I aſk not what your fortune is, but will 
ſettle the whole of mine upon you; — 
x * Your lovely perſon is all the treaſure I 

am ambitious of preſerving ; — the reſt 

* ſhall be at your diſpoſal." 
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| Lyſetta. * That is kind, indeed; but 
more than 1 defire or would accept 
*.t, 


Orſames. Oh! that you had no other 
fortune than your beauty; — then would 
' © the ſincerity of my love be proved by 
* endowing you with all that Heaven has 
made me maſter of. — Alas! you know 
| | 1 o not 
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not how ardently, — how faithfully 1 
© adore you.? - e 9 


Luyſetta. Tes, I am vain enough to 
* think I have ſome ſhare in your affections.“ 


Orſames. © Some ſhare! — oh! could 
you be ſenſible of the thouſandth part 
of what I feel, pity, if not love, would 
© compel you to cafe my throbbing heart 
* of the ſuſpence it labours under, and you 

© would give yourſelf to my deſpairing 

| = 6 


 Lyſetta, I have already ſaid I will 
* be yours, and now again repeat it.“ 


Orſames. But when, my Angel!“ 


g theſe words he threw him 
felt upon his knees before her, — burſt 
into a flood of well diſſembled tears, and 

graſp'd her Robe de Chambre with ago- 
nies which I cannot but fay had much 
the appearance of reality, while in theſe 
terms he proſecuted his deſign: = 


In f. peaking 


Orſames. I have till now ſupported © 
life but in the rapturous hope of being 
* one day bleſs'd in your poſſeſſion but 
© even hope, by its uncertainty, becomes at 

 *ut- 
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'6 laſt too weak an aid; and ſoon, very 
2 < ſoon, my adorable Lyſetta, will you be- 
hold your faithſul lover a cold breathleſs 
o 1 corps, unleſs the balm of your kindneſs 
„rreecruits the vital lamp, and gives freſh 
vigour to my depreſs'd and breaking 
£< heart. 


Lyſella. ] cannot bear to hear and 
and fee you thus; — riſe, fir, — this 

« poſture does not become the man whom 
61 Intena't to make my huſband.” 


Orſa nes. No, by Heaven, I will never 

quit your feet without an aſſurance of 
my happineſs, — Say then, — oh! ſay! 
* when ſhall be the bliſsful day that makes 
5 IN mine! 


Iyſetta. Since it muſt be ſo, — 
even when you pleaſe, — No, hald, — 
8 I had forgot myſelf.“ 


Orſames. Oh, Heavens, what n now !? 


Lyſeita. _ promiſed a reverend 
HH my near kinſman, that it 
ever I married he ſhould perform the 
ceremony; — he is at preſent out of 
town, but will return next Sunday, and 
on the T W following 1 it ſhall not be 

| & my 
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© my fault if we do not attend him at the 
0 Altar. 


Orſames. Extatic found ! — may 1 
* depend on the performance of this 
« Heavenly promiſe * 


Lyſelta. You may, and be entirely 
« ealy on that point ; take now my hand, 
© asanearneſt of my giving it to you in a 
0 d ſolemn manner before a parſon : 

— hencefor ward I ſhall 00K upon my- 
s « fag as yours.” 


Orſames. © Angel | — Goddeſs | — 
«© thus then let me ſeal the covenant on 
« thoſe charming lips that has pronounced 
* | Dy 

Lafette. The covenant will not hold 
good in law without both parties in- 


* terchangeably ſign their aflent,” 


She uttered theſe words with a moſt 
pleaſing imile, and at the ſame time threw 
her arms about his neck, and returned 
the paſſionate ſalute ſhe had received 
from him, adding this tender expreſſion: 


Tyſelta. 0 My dear, dear Orſames, I 
do not now bluſh to confeſs to you, that 


from he firſt moment you IE yous- 
« {elf 
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« ſelf my lover, my heart correſponded 
« with your VOWS, and told me what would 
© be the event.“ 


He affected too much tranſport, on 
hearing her ſpeak in this manner, to be 
able to make any other reply than kiſſes 
and embraces, which, as ſhe was far from 
repelling, or ſeeming the leaſt offended at, 
I know not what advantages he might 
have taken, on finding her thus ſoften'd 
by his artifices, if a ſudden interruption 
had not, happily tor her, broke oft this 
Cangerous entertainment, 


A footman came in, and told her that 

her aunt, lady Gravelove, was come to 
viſit her; on which ſhe cry d with ſome 

peeviſhneſs, 5 


Lyſetta. © Piſh, — Why did you 1 not 
d tay I was from home! I 


Footman. Tour ladyſhip gave me no 
« ſuch orders; but if you pleaſe, I will go 
«© and tell her that I was miſtaken, and 
that your ladyſhip went out without my 
knowing you had done lo. 


Lyeelta. No, no, I muſt ſee her; 
 — go and ſay I will wait on her pre- 
6 fach. | 

Then 
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Then turning fondly to Orſames, ſaid, 


Lyſetta. Do you chuſe to join com- 
< pany with my aunt ; or ſhall I fetch 


< ſome book to amuſe yo wm till ſhe ; 


18 gone 


Orſames * No, my deareſt love; — 
« this lacy has always look*d upon me 
with an unpleaſing eye, eſpecially of 
© late, therefore will not offend her with 
my preſence ; — neither are my ſpirits 
enough compoſed, in the exceſs of joy 


you have inſpired me with, to read any 


thing with attention; — 10 WII take a 
little walk.“ 


Tyſetta. Do ſo; — but I ſhall ex- 
© pect you back to ſupper, — my aunt 
* ſeldom ſtays longer than to drink tea, 
and I am ſure I ſhall not preſs her at 
this time.“ 


No more was ſaid on either ſide; — 
they embraced and parted, — ſhe went 
into the next room, and he down ſtairs, 
in order to go where his buſineſs or in- 
clination called him. 


As 1 never believed this fellow was 
hat he pretended, I had taken ſome 
Pains 
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'F pains to diſcover. the truth of his circum- 
2 ſtances; but without any ſucceſs, till it 


now came into my mind to follow him 


alter he had left Lyſetta's houſe ; which 
I did, reſolving not to loſe ſight him till 


he ſhould return to her again. 


He went Aer to Drury. -lane, walled 
very faſt, and never ſtopp'd till he came 
to the entrance of a narrow paſſage be- 
tween that place and Wild- ſtreet, where 
he ſtood ſtill, and look'd round him, as 
[ ſuppole, to ſee if any one was near who 
might know him; for day was not yet 


quite ſhut in; —then paſs'd alittle farther, 


— look'd about him again, and finding 


the coaſt, as he thought, clear, none be- 


ing in the alley but his Inviſible atten- 
dant, ſlipp'd haſtily into a little dirty ale- 
houſe, where an old woman met him, 
and told him his friends were all above, 
on which he ran up ſtairs and puſh'd 
open the door of a room, pretty ſpacious, 


indeed, but had otherwiſe all the ſigns of 


beggary and wretchedneſs about it. 


Here we found five or ſix men, tole- 
rably well habited ; but had ſomething in 
their countenances which made me gueſs 
their occupation before they diſcover'd it 
by their converſation z for they were no 
better than a gang of thieves and ſharpers, 

— ney 
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_ _ were ſitting round a table, with a 
creat bow] of punch before them, when 
Orſames ruſh'd in, and with a gay air 
accoſted them in theſe terms: 


Orſames. Wiſh me joy, my _— 
my hearts of ſteel, — with me joy; ; 
* I have gain'd my * — all is over, 1 
« Pfaith.” © 3 


irf en. What, married l 


Orfames. * No, but as good as mar- 

ried ; the wench and her twelve thou- 

ſand pounds are as ſure to me, as if J had 
© the one in my arms and the other in 
my pocket; — "TR is the day, my 
puffs. 


N 


* 


As he ſpoke this he drumm'd with his 
hands upon the table, and roar'd with a 
ſhrill voice this ſcrap of an old ballad : 


Grjames. On Trine morning 'twill 
« be all my care, | 
To powder my locks and to comb 
up my hair: 
Hey, fo trim and fo ſmug upon 
* Tueſday, 


But ! muſt have more money ; by . 
5 1 have not a linglc doit left.“ | 


Second 
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how nd Aan. Sins! All the fifry 
pieces gone already * 


Or ſames. , Ay, faith, and _ laid 
out too; — I ſhall return it with inte- 
reſt ;—you ſhall all ſhare in the money, 
and the woman too. — But come, — 
how ſtands ſtock among you : * 


Third Man. Curſed low: — tho? 
we have been all out to day we have 
not collected above thirty pieces, and 
four gold watches that mult be knock'd 
to pieces, and the caſes melted down, 
or the makers names may betray us.” 


Fourth Man. "The road grows worſe 
and worſe every day, I think ;—people 
are either poorer or more cautious chan 
ever they were.“ | 


Orſames. But did you get nothing 
from the four ladies that the Fortune» 
teller told you were to take the air this 
morning on Barnes- Common! * 


Fifth Man. * 1 ſhould have done; 
but as the devil woulg have it, jult as 
they were going to pull out their purſes, 


three Ds with fire-arms, cache 
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« galloping towards us, and oblig' d me 


K 6 


K K Aa 
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to make off without my NN 


Orſames. © *T'was damn'd ” "TO 


ſand ſuch diſappointments z — for my 
part I am half fick of the buſineſs, and 
ts I believe we are all. 


Second Man. « Ay, faith; for what 
with feeing innkeepers, ancien, for- 
tune-tellers, and other ſuch neceſſary 
informers, we have the leaſt poſe of the 
profit to ourſelves.” 


Third Man. Ay, — I wiſh, Orſames, 
you were once married, that you might 
ſet up a gaming- table under the ſanc- 
tion of your lady's name; — gaming 


is ten times a more profitable, as well as 


a ſafer way of thieving.“ 


Orſames. You Know it was my bar- 


gain, and you may depend upon my 


A 


© honour that it ſhall be the firſt * 1 


will do.“ 


Fourth Man. tt will be a joy ful day; 
for ſince taxes have been ſo high, and 


trade lo low, ſuch numbers of ſhop- 
5 Feepers are obliged to take the road, 
| p chat 


FR 


Firſt Man. One meets with a thou- 
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that we old practitioners can ſcarce get 
a living by it. 


Orſames. © Well, well, all this will 
be over in a ſhort time; — but you 
muſt raiſe me ſome caſh; — [| can 
eaſily give you an account of the fifty 
8 pieces.“ 
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Fifth Shot No, no, it needs not; 
* — we know you would not ſink upon 


= C * 


Us. 


Orſames. I chuſe, however, to do 
© it : — the firſt article is five guineas to 
© the Fortune-teller, as an earneſt of the 
hundred ſhe is to receive after my mar- 

* riage with Lylſctta : — the ſecond is 

twenty pounds for a gold ſnuff-box, 

< which I pretended to have brought 
from Philadelphia and preſented to her 

« ladyſhip :—the third is about ten more, 
5 
o 
5 
0 
4 
o 


ſpent in three ſeveral jaunts I made 
with her to Richmond, Windſor, and 
Greenwich : — the remainder, you 
may believe, might well be ſpent in do- 
nations to her ſervants, board-wages 
to my own man, — paying my lodg- 
ings at two guineas a week, chair-hire, 
and other ſuch neceſſary expences. 
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Firſt Man. , You could do no leſs, 


ger al Man. Ay, ay, — nöd of 
all this could have been ſpared. — Bur 


© what ſum do you demand at preſent py 


Orſames. I believe twenty pieces 
© will defray the whole charges of the 


wedding, which is all I want; — after 


© them, my boys, I ſhall have enough _ 


for Jou all.“ 


On this 5 one turn'd out his 


pockets, and the ſum requeſted was im- 
mediately made up and laid upon the 
table, which Orſames put into his purſe; 
and then ſome diſcourſe enſued among 
this vicious company which I chuſe to 
paſs over in ſilence, as it would be no fit 


entertainment for the chaſte ears of my 
fair readers. 


Orſames ſtaid with them about two 
hours, and then took his leave in order 
to ſup with Lyſettz, as ſhe had deſir'd 
he would; — I accompanied him not 
thither, but went home to my own apart- 
ment, more full of confuſion at the diſ- 


covery I had made than 1 am able to 
exprels, 


Tho 


* 
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Tho' 1 half deſpiſed Lyſetta for the 


follies I had ſeen her guilty of, yet when 


| reflected on her birth, and the character 


ſhe had hitherto maintain'd in the world, 
I could not bear the thoughts of her bes 
coming the victim of the baſe deſign con 
certed againſt her; and her fortune, re- 
putation, and eternal peace of mind, the 
prey of ſuch a neſt of villains. 


My whole ſtudy was now fully bent 


how to ſnatch this unfortunate lady from 
that gulph of perdition ſhe was upon the 


brink of, and ſo near plunging into. 


1 was extremely divided in my thoughts 
what to do on this occaſion ; to give her 


any hints concerning the dangers To 


which ſhe expoſed herſelf and reputation, 


by encouraging the addreſſes of a man 


whoſe character ſhe was fo little acquaint- 
ed with, I knew would be in vain, as ſhe 
had rejected all the warnings given her 


on that ſcore, and refuſed to liſten to the 
admonitioas of her beſt friends and near- 
_ eſt kindred, — I had it in my power, in- 


deed, to inform her of much more than 
any of them could even gueſs at; but 


then I could not relate the ſcene I had 
been witneſs of without diſcovering at the 


lame time the ſecret of my Inviſible Belt, 
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which was ; by no means proper for me to 


entruſt her with. 


To acquaint "FR by letter with what I 


knew concerning Orſames, and the villa- 


nous conſpiracy had been form'd to ruin 
her, I fear*d would be to as little purpoſe; 


and doubted not but ſhe would look upon 
an anonymous intimation only as a piece 


of malice, and treat it with the contempt 


it might ſeem to merit; — as this, how- 


ever, was the only method which I could 
take to fave her, with any convenience 


to myſelf, I reſolved to purſue it; and ac- 
cordingly wrote to her the next morning 
a full account of all ] had been witneſs of 
between Orſames and his wicked com- 
panions. 


err be leſt at her Boie 


before the time in which ſhe uſually got 


out of bed, to the end ſhe might have 


leiſure to confider the contents, without 
being interrupted by any company coming 
in; — as I was deſirous of ſeeing in what 


manner ſhe would receive this intelli- 


gence, I went, under cover of my Belt, 
* gained entrance juſt as ſhe had finiſh'd 
the peruſal. 


Her 


I AF 


A „ a 


Her behaviour was fach as I had appre- 


hended it would be; — ſhe tore the 


letter, — ſtorm'd, and cry'd out, 


" Lyſetta; Was there ever ſo much 


* jimpudence ! — Sure the perſon that 
« ſent” this infamous ſcrawl muſt have a 


= ry mean opinion of my underſtand- 
ing to think I could give the leaſt credit 


to ſuch a vile aſperſion. — Orſames an 


5 
+ impoſtor! a companion for thieves and 
o 


vagabonds! — ridiculous.? 
And 6 "WA . 
| Lyſetta. This muſt certainly be a 


to break off the match : — I could find 
in my heart to ſend for Orſames and 


* marry him this inſtant, to ſhew how 


© much I deſpiſe their little malice : 


put tis no matter, — Tueſday will Gag 


arrive, and that will put an end to all.“ 


I ſtaid a full hour, in the ſuppoſition 


that Orſames would make her a morning's 
viſit ; but finding, by ſome. diſcourſe ſhe 
had with her maid, that ſhe did not ex- 


pect him, and was making herſelf ready 
to go among the ſhops for things ſhe 
wanted to buy, I quitted her apartment 
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much diſconcerted at the ill ſucceſs ut 
what I had done. | 


However, as I had little elſe to em- 
ploy my time that day, I went again in 
the afternoon, Orſames was now there, and 
two ladies of Lyſetta's particular acquain- 
tance : — whether ſhe had mention'd any 
thing to him of the letter I cannot be cer- 


rain; but am apt to think ſhe had not; 


tor he appear*d with an alertneſs, which, 


by all! could diſcover, had nothing of 


conſtraint i in it. 


Cards were call'd for, and they were 


juſt going to fit down to Whiſt, when 


word was brought Lyſetta that her couſin, 
Capt. Platoon, was juſt arriv'd from Car- 
liſte and come to wa:t upon her, on which 


| ſhe order'd him ta be ſhew'd ue imme- 
duately. 


3 who 1 perceived had turn'd - 
pale as aſhes on hearing this gentleman's 


name, now roſe haſtily fram his . 


and ſaid to Pens. 


Ole. „ have juſt doo of foe 
© buſineſs I had to diſpatch z — your 
, pur muſt excuſe me.” 


 Lyſetta, 
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 Lyſeita. * You will not 8⁰ 2? 


 Orlames. The Ys that calls me is 
of conſequence ; — ] cannot ſtay.” 


She was going to make ſome reply, 

but the Captain came that inſtant into the 
room; — while he was paying his com- 
pliments to his couſin and the other ladies, 
Orſames had taken up his hat and was 
endeavouring to {lip out unperceived ; but 
the quick-ſightedneſs of Lyſetta prevent- 
ed him; The ran to him, and catching 
hold of his ſleeve ſpoke thus: £ 


n 'You ſhall not go, at caſt 
* till I have . d you to my Coun.” 


Then turning to the Captain ſaid; - 


- velta. This is a gentleman, couſin, 
: N acquaintance, I believe, you Will 
« hereafter think yourſelf happy in.” 


On this the Captain advanced with 
great politeneſs to embrace the perſon his 
tair kinſwoman preſ-nted to him; but 
had no ſooner fix*d his eyes upon his face, 
than he ſtarted back wi h tie utmoſt; 
altoniſhment, and cry*d out to Lyſetta: 
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Capt. Platoon. What is the meaning 
« of this, madam ? — Who would you 
c introduce to me ? ä 


She was opening her mouth to make 

ſome anſwer ; but Orſames, who was 
drawing as faſt as he could towards the 
door, hinder'd her from ſpeaking, by 
ſaying, with a heſitating voice: 


Orſames. Madam, — the gentleman 
does not ſeem to deſire any new ac- 

* quaintance ; — I will wait on your lady- 
ſhip another time.“ 


In ſpeaking this he got to the top of 
the ſtair-caſe, and *tis likely would have 
made but one ſtep to the bottom, if the 
Captain had no: prevented him, by run- 
ning to him and catching faft hold of 
him by the collar, dragg'd him back, 
laying at the ſame time ; 


Cart. Platoon. No, raſcal, you muſt 
* not think to leave this place till you 
have confeſs'd what devil gave you the 
impudence to introduce yourſelf into 
« {ach company, — and on what villain- 
* ous deſign you are thus diſguiſed in 
6 the habit of a Sentleman. | 


Or ſames. 
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Or/ames, * Sir, I don't underſtand this 
© uſage; — you neither know me nor did 
l ever ſee you before: — you mult miſ- 
q take me for ſome other. 


Capt. Platon. Chang — do you hich 
] am to be deceived by the dreſs I fee 


walk 


Then addreſſing himſelf to | Lyſerta, 
who ſtood as motionleſs as if transfix*d | 
with thunder, went on thus: 


Capt. Platcon. * Madam, by what 
means ſoever this villain has impoſed 
upon you, I do aſſure you, upon my 
© honour, that two months ago he was a 
2 man in Capt. Cutcomb's com- 
* pany, and drum'd out of the regiment 
for pig-ſtealing, and other miſdemea- 
© nors; for ſome of which, indeed, he 
» ought to have been hang'd. 1 


On theſe words Lyſetta ſcream'd out, 
— Oh! Heavens!“ — and fell into a 
ſwoon ; — the Captain ſeeing this, quitted 
his priſoner to run with the two ladies to 
her aſſiſtance; and Orſames took this op- 
portuni ry of making his clcape, 


| D 6 Proper 
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Proper means being epply'd, ſhe ſoon 
recovered, and the ſwelling paſſions which 
had occaſioned this diſorder vented them- 
ſelves in tears; — the Captain appear'd a 
little impatient to know how ſhe became 
acquainted with ſuch a wretch as Or- 
ſames; but ſhe told him ſhe was not then 
in a condition to inform him of the par- 
ticalars —ſaid, ſhe was very ill and muſt 
lie down, and deſired to ſee him another 
time; — on which he took his leave, as 
did the two ladies, who knowing Or- 
ſames had profeſs'd himſelf her lover, 
and the encouragement ſhe had given him, 
I could perceive ſmiled within themſelves 


at the diſcovery. 


Thus was Lyſetta preſerved from ruin, 
and had no other puniſhment for her 
folly than being laugh'd at by thoſe who 
were privy to the affair: — as for Or- 
ſames, I have ſince met him about town 
in a very ſhabby and tatter*d condition; 
— the gang of villains, his aſſociates, 


I believe are diſperſed, and one of them 


has made his exit at Tyburg. 
| e 
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'CHAP.'V; 


Treats on various matters, ſome of 


which, the author dares venture to 


afſure the public, will hereafter be 
found not only more entertaining, but 


alſo of more conſequence than at pre- 
ſent they appear to be. 


HAD been told that lady Playfeild's 

route was an aſſemblage of the moſt 
brilliant and polite perſons of both ſexes, 
and tho? I never had any great opinion of 


theſe ſort of meetings, yet I was tempted 
to go thither, in order to be myſelf a 


witneſs how far the deſcription that had 
been given me was conſonant to truth, 
As ] am an entire ſtranger to her lady- 


ſhip, and did not care for the formality of 


being introduced by any one who went 


there, I chooſe to make this viſit in my 


Inviſible Capacity. 


The great number of wit capers, the 


ſparkle of the ladies jewels, and the extra- 
ordinary beauty of ſome among them, was 
dazling to my eyes at firſt entrance ; bur 


I ſoon-found chat I had the ſame faule to 


find 
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find with this as I had done in all other 
mix*d company I ever ſaw ; — a kind of 
hurry and confuſion, which deſtroys that 
ſolid converſation that is ſo agreeable 
when only a few ſelect friends are met to- 
gether. os N 5 


It was very near nine o'clock when I 
went thither, yet there were ſeveral. who 
came in after me; — lady Playfeild re- 
ceived all of them with her accuſtomed 
politeneſs ; but for à great while there 
was nothing in the ſalutations on either 
ſide which engroſs'd My attention ſo tar 
as to make me ſpread my Tablets to re- 
tain it.” ooo | 


I was, indeed, quite indolent to every 
thing that was ſaid, till the entrance of 
lady Allmode gave a little ſpur to my 


curioſity ; — I had heard much talk of 


this lady, not only. for her being extrava- 
gantly fond of every new faſhion, but al- 
0 for a certain peculiarity in her manner 
of converſation, which made her admired 
by people of a low education, and as 
much laugh'd at by thoſe of a ſuperior. 


I had been told that ſhe had an utter 
averſion to plain Engliſh ;, — and fo 
| throrbugh a contempt tor what ſhe called 
dhe vulgar way of ſpeaking, that when ſhe 
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talk'd, even on the moſt common things, 
ſhe interlarded all ſhe ſaid with the 
hardeſt words ſhe could pick out of the 
Dictionary, and frequently coined new 


ones of her own, which never were nor 


ſcarce ever will be found! in any Vocabu- 
_ 


Lady Playfeild, I perceived, received 
her with a great deal of reſpect; — I was 
then at ſome diſtance, but on finding they 
were entering into converſation, drew 
more near, to have an opportunity of 
hearing and improving myſelf, by a per- 
ſon of whom ſo extraordinary a deſcrip- 
tion had been given me. 


After the firſt compliments were over, 
lady 3 addreſſed herſelf to her in 


theſe terms : 


CY 


Lady Playfeild, * Tho” I am always 
happy when I ſee your ladyſhip, yet 
© now I can ſcarce forbear complaining 
of your unkindneſs in coming without 
© miſs Arabella; — I hear ſhe has been 


© in town above 4 week. : 
* 


Lady N « I could not have 

« wa guilty of ſo enormous a ſoleciſm 
© in good breeding, as not to have 
$ brought her to pay her duty to your 
on 


C 
8 
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ladyſhip, if there had been a poſſibility 
in nature to have done " 


Labs Playfeile, "2 88 miſs is well, 5 
madam,” 


. cds, c Perfedtly ſo, 1 
as to her health; but ſuch a ſight, — 
ſuch a figure; — a greater metamor- 


6 phoſis than any in Ovid.“ 


A A A M aA aA K «a „ 


Lady Playſeild. © What does your 


ladyſhip mean: 4 


Lady Aulmode. 8 Oh, macs, the re- 
moteſt corners of the moſt defart of 
the three Arabias never produced ſuch a 


creature, — ſuch a Tramontane, as the 


Italians elegantly phraſe it. — Well, — 
theſe people, who livea great way from 
London, are ſuch abſurdians, — ſuch 
awkwardities. — Would your ladyſhip 
believe it, — they ſent the girl home in 
E that quite covered the drum of her 
T7” 


Lady Playfeild. That might be to 
prevent her from catching cold 1 in the 
ſtage· coach. 8 


e, Oh, Jupiter ! — how 


am I ſurpriz'd to hear you ladyſhip talk 


in 
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* in this manner ! — as if any one could 
catch cold with what is the faſhion. — 
But this is not all, — the girl had ſeve- 
ral new ſuits of cloaths when ſhe left 
London, made in the genteeleſt taſte ; 
but my country aunt took it into her 
head, that eicher I had allow'd too 
5 ſcanty a pattern, or that ſhe had out- 
_ © grown them, out of mere goodwill and 
0 fimplicity, has lengthen'd all her petti- 
coats to ſuch a ridiculous ſize, that they 
* almoſt come down to the buckles of 
her ſhoes ; ] proteſt one can ſcarce 
+ on whether ſhe has any ancles, much 


© leſs if the has any calves to her 
© legs.” 


On this a gentle man who ſtood pretty 


near approach'd lady Allmode, and with a 
tone the moſt ironical that could be, 
replied to what ſhe had ſaid in theſe 


words: 


R row ladyſhip mad ex- 
© cuſe the miſtake your aunt has made; 
« for I fancy the faſhion of going halt 
naked may not yet have reach'd ſo. far 
© as Wales.” 


Lid Allmode. © You od ſpeak 
« the rationalii of the thing, ſir ; — few 


, of theſe mountaineers Fegard any thing 


6 but 
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but loading their tables with proviſions, 
feaſting their tenants, paying their 


debts, ſtanding up for the liberties of 
their country, and ſuch- like antiquated 
obſolete cuſtoms; for my part, all 


my faculties are immerg'd in a pro- 


foundity of aſtoniſhment, to think that 


my aunt could marry and ſettle among 


ſuch aliens to politeneſs, — fuch hea- 


thens to the laws of good-breeding and 
the Drawing-Room.? 


Gentleman. Perhaps, madam, the cuſ- 
toms and manners you mention were 
in vogue at the time of your aunt's mar- 


riage?“ 


Lady Allmode. 1 proteſt, fir, you 
have hit upon the ſolution of this enig- 
ma; — it was, indeed, in the reign of 


queen Ann that ſhe married.” 


I had ſeen enough of this fine lady, 


and did not chuſe to have my Tablets 
crowded with any more of her unintelli- 
gible jargon, fo retired to another part of 
the room, where I ſaw three ladies got 
together, and ſeemed 'very earneſt in dil- 
courle,? on. 


But little was I like to be the better for 
my near approach, for being on the _ 
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of ſcandal, each was fo full, and ſo highly 


delighted with the thoughts of it, that all 


ſpeaking at the ſame time prevented me 
irom hearing diſtinctly what was ſaid by 
any of them; and all I could gather at 
laſt was, that a certain- lady of their ac- 
quaintance had been caught with her foot- 
man; and that her huſband contented 
himſelf with ſecuring his future honour 
by an Italian fate-guard.* 


As I had been informed of the par. 


ticulars of this ſtory before, the foible of 


the tranſgreſſing fair did not ſo much en- 
groſs my meditations as the pleaſure 
thoſe of her own ſex ſeemed to take in 
expoſing it, and I could not help ſaying to 
myſelf with the Poet: 


0 Thers i is 4 | Juſt 3 in man no charm can 
© ame. 

Of loudly publiſhing his neighbour” O 
© ſhame. 


On Eagles wings immortal ſcandals 


© fiy, 


While virtuous „ af are but born, 


and die. 


But this was a place more proper to 


collect matter for reflection hereafter, than 


to indulge it at preſent; ſo I paſs'd on 


among che gaming-tables, which were 
| eleven 
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eleven in number, and none of them un- 
occupy'd. 1 


Here it was pleaſant enough to obſerve 
the various attitudes of thoſe that play'd 
and II think there is not a more ſure way 
of judging people's diſpoſitions than to 
ſee them at this diverſion; — ſome of 
thoſe who ſwept the ſtakes received the 
favours fortune beſtow'd on them with an 
caſe and calmneſs, which ſhewed that they 


bad not been ovef anxious whether ſhe 


ſmiled or frowned ; but there were many 
more, who ſnatch'd up the glittering 
metal with a greedineſs which ſufficiently 
_ demonſtrated that avarice was the chief 
Excitement to what they dick _ 


As for the loſers, it gave me an infinite 
ſatisfaction to ſee the unconcerned beha- 
viour of ſome few among them; — while 
others again filled me with a no leſs ſen- 
ſible diſquiet at their impatience : — I was 


aſhamed to find a gentleman of rank and 


fortune forget all politeneſs, and ſome- 
times even common. decency, to thoſe 
who had his money in their pockets ;- and 
ſorry in my heart to ſee a lady bite her 
lips, wrinkle her forehead with unbecom- 
ing frowns, diſtort every feature, and 
disfigure all the charms that nature had 
beſtow'd on her, for the loſs of what was 

| | not 
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not worth half that anxiety to preſerve. — 
Good Heaven! ſaid I to myſelf, if this 


© be the effects of gaming, what madneſs 


is it to venture one's peace in that un- 
* certain gulph ?? _ 


Is remember a 2 * old Maſſen- 
ger's, which, may be n 2 
on this occaſionn: 


* The wiſe will never put in fortune's 

* power, | 

be _Thas which they cannet loſe without re- 
« pining.” 


The beautiful Iſmena was this night 
among the number of the unfortunates, 
but not of the impatients ; — I ſtood be- 
hind her chair, and ſaw her empty a well 
fill'd purſe, and take out of it even the laſt 
guinea with a ſmile; — ſhe was, indeed, 
a young lady lately come to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a very large fortune, and could 

not -want what ſhe had thrown away ; 
but the ſame might alſo be ſaid of 
TClarinda, who play'd at the ſame table 
with her, and had alſo loſt a conſiderable 
ſum to fir Charles Fairlove, with whom 
theſe two Jadies had been engaged this 
whole evening at a Poole at Picquet :— 
but ſee the difference, the latter of them 
roſe from the table in a fury, — tore her 
| fan, and Ma, 
Cla- 
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1 Curſe the cards, — ] will 
lay no more this night, — that I am 
« Teſolved ; at leaſt not with ſir Charles.“ 


. Nay, madam, we have no 
© reaſon to be angry with fir Charles, for 
© having done by us what we would 

gladly have done by him; — for my 
© part, tho' he has ftripp'd me of all I had 
about me, 1 am as good friends with 


© him as ever.“ 


Sir Charles N I hope ſo, ma- 


dam, otherwiſe the good- luck I have 


© had at play would prove the * 
Lo misfortune of my life.“ 


Clarinda. The devil s in the cards 
© to-night, I think; — I never loſt at 
« Picquet in my life before, —and now I 
have thrown away, — I cannot juſtly 
« ſay how much, — but Pl ſee,” 


She then turned to the table, and pour'd 


out of a purſe what was remaining mit, 


and having counted the ſum went on in the 
ſame heat as before. 


. > Yes, — by Heaven! 
thought ſo no leſs than ſix and twenty 


Six 


pieces. 
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Sir Charles Fairlove. I ſhould be 
ſorry, madam, to give you any diſquiet 
on the ſcore of ſuch a trifle; but I can 
do no more than offer you a chance for 
« regaining all you have loſt ; — if you 

« pleaſe, I will ſtake the whole againſt five 
© of yours.” 


Clarinda. ſhould loſe that too, I 
ſuppoſe.“ 


Jinena. Venture it, however; — 
if you loſe it I'll be your halves, 
and ſend you the money to-morrow 
« morning,” . 


Clarinda. Well then 1 will make 
one more eſſay.“ 


With thele words ſhe ſat down again; 


— play'd; ſhe was the winner, and 


now appear'd as gay and happy as ſhe 


had lately been diſcontented; — fir 
Charles ſmiled with ſome diſdain at this 
© reverſe in her humour, and turning to 
© [{mena, ſaid, 


Sir Charles Fairlrve. . Now, madam, 
you mult take up the winner.” 


Timena. 
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Iſmnena. She muſt give me credit 
then, fir; you dan, know 1 have n no ſtake 
* to lay down. 


Clarinda. You muſt excuſe me for 
chat, madam, — it may turn my luck; 
© —beſides, one has no heart to play when 
one does not ſee the money on the 
< table. 


Sir Charles Fairlove, © Well —_ 
© beautiful Iſmena, — I will give you 
credit; — or if you pleaſe, will play 
6 * upon the ſquare, — my honour againſt 

yours. 


Iſmena. With all my heart, fir _ 
4 Charles.“ TY | 5 


The ill- nature, the ill- manners, and, 
indeed, the ingratitude of Clarinda, in re- 
fuſing to give the credit of a ſtake at 
cards, to a friend who had juſt before 
offer d to pay half the loſſes the ſhould 
ſuſtain in playing with another, made that 
young lady as diſagreeable in my eyes, as 
the ſweetneſs of diſpoſition and generolity 
of the ſprightly Iſmena made her charm- 
inz to a much greater degree than ever 
ſhe had appear'd ro me e before, Vall love- 


ly, 
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ly, as it muſt be confeſs'd ſhe | pot ee but 
co proceed : 


Iſmena having accepted the challenge 
of ſir Charles, ſhe cut the cards, and 
tried once more what chance would do 
for her; — chance was ſtill againſt her, 
and fir Charles again the conqueror. — 


The game being over, ſhe ſaid laughing 


Iſmena. < Well, — I may now ſing 
Fortune is my foe, — and content my= 


© ſelf, for the remainder of this night, 


« with being an humble ſpectator of other 


people's diverſion, ſince I am not in a 
condition to partake of it myſelf, 


Sir Charles Fairlove. * It will be your 


c own fault then, madam, if you are; — 
I believe I have an hundred and ſome 


odd pieces about me, which are e all at 
o N devotion.” | 


» Himena, « 4 thank you, fir Charles ; 
but I do not chuſe to riſque ſo much 
as that at one fitting : — I do not care, 
however, if 1 * your debtor for 
bs TE pieces.” ; FA 


Sir Charles Fairlove. You do me * 


pleaſure, madam, in accepting any part 
of the offer I made you 3 — there is 
A 1 * the 
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« the trifle you mention, if you want 
more 1 beg you will command it.“ 


Iſmena. © No, * I am determin'd 

© to play no farther than this, — I am 

| s much oblig'd to you for the favour, 

* and will return it t0-Morrow-morning.” 

She then took up the twenty guineas fir 

Charles had laid down and put them into 

her purſe ; but while ſhe was doing ſo, 
he reply'd to her laſt words in m_ 

manner : | | 


— 


— 


Sir Charles 8 , There i is no OC- 
caſion, madam, for you to give your- 
ſelf the trouble of ſending this trifle to 
me, — I have buſineſs that will bring 
me into your neighbourhood to- mor- 
row morning, and if you are ſo good 
5 to permit me that honour, will wait on 
, you about twelve. | | 


GG M K A 


- Timena. '* You may 8 ii, on 
my being at home.“ | 


AS 


Clarinda, who had not 280 her 
mouth all this time, no ſooner ſaw her 
fair friend receive the money than ſhe 
laid her hand on hers, and with a gay air 
ſaid to her: 


Clarinda, 
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Clarinda. Now, my dear, I am 
© ready for you, if you pleaſe, and wil- 
4 ' _ to venture as much with you as 
"18 have borrow'd of ſir Charles.“ 


To this Iſmena teply'd; with more 1 
riouſneſs than ſhe was wont to put on: 


1 No, madam, — I have 
© been very unlucky here, and am re- 
© ſolved to change hands; — I fee lady 


© Longmore has given out at the Whit 


table yonder, — I'll go and take her 
* rs: 


With theſe words ſhe raiſe haſtily from 
her ſeat and did as ſhe had ſaid, without 
waiting to hear any thing that might be 
offer*d to detain her by either of thoſe ſhe 
had been playing with. — Sir Charles 


Fairlove follow'd her to the other table, 


and ſtood behind her chair till he ſaw her 
win more than the _O he had lent. her. 


On the company's breaking up ſhe 2 


look'd round the room for ſir Charles, in 
order, as I ſuppoſe, to return the money to 
him ; but if ſhe had any ſuch deſign he had 
taken care to prevent the execution of it, 


by leaving the place ſome little time be- 


fore * had done play ing. 
„„ This 
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76 We Invifible Spy. 
This action of ſir Charles, join'd to 
ſome amorous glances I had perceived 
him to regard her with, made me ſuſpect 
he had ſome tarther view than mere com- 
plaiſance in what he had done; but as he 
was generally accounted a man of honour, 
and ſhe had an unblemiſh'd character, I 
ſuſpended my judgment 'till I ſhould ſee 
the event of the viſit ſhe had promiſed to 
receive from him the next morning. 


After I had quitted this ſcene of gay 
confuſion, as mr. Addiſon elegantly ex- 
preſſes it, and had time to ruminate on 
the tranſactions that evening had preſented 
me with, fir Charles Fairlove and Iſmena 
ran very much in my head, but did not 
ſo totally engroſs my attention as to make 
me negligent to all others: — I had heard 
ſeveral of the aſſembly ſay to each other, 
that miſs Allmode was a moſt beautiful 
young creature, and would certainly be the 

reigning toaſt of the town if not ſpoil'd 

by the affectation of her mother; and this 
diſtinct deſcription gave me a curioſity 
both to ſee the girl, and in what manner 
her ſelf-ſufficient ladyſhip behaved towards 
her. , 


Accordingly I laid down a plan for 
my progreſſion the next morning, which 
was this: — to go to lady Allmode's as 
| | early 
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| early as it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe ſhe 
and her daughter would be ſtirring, and 
from thence paſs on to the apartment of 
Ifmena at the time fir Charles Fairlove 
had appointed to be there; and then, 
having tully ſettled this point in my mind, 
began to remember that the night was 
very far advanced, and went to-bed, as it 
is probable ſome of my readers may find 
it neceſſary to do at this time. 


ma * > 3 — 
CHAP. VL 


Gontains fuch things as are not often fo 
be met with, neither in the one nor 


the other ſex ; yet are, or at leaſt 
ought to be, — interefling to 
both. 


I ROSE. the next morning more early 
than I had been for the moſt part 


accuſtomed to do, in order to prepare for 


the two viſits I intended to make; but in 
ſpite of all the expedition I could practice, 
I found myſelf obliged to poſtpone either 


the one or other 'till another day. 


So ck time was elapſed, firſt in tran- 
ſcribing what I had been witneſs of at 


lady Playfeild's, and then in getting the 
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dialogues engrav'd on my Tablets ex- 


punged by the pure fingers of my yet 
unpolluted virgin, that when all was 


ready the clock wanted but a very few 


minutes of ſtriking twelve. 


I hefitated not whether I ſhould go to 


lady Allmode's or to Iſmena; for beſides 
being very much prepoſſeſs'd in favour 


of the latter, I did not doubt of meeting 


with ſomething of more conſequence in 
her interview with ſir Charles Fairlove 


than ] could expect to find in any diſ- 


courſe between lady Allmode and her 
daughter; — I went thither in a lucky 
time, — ſir Charles Fairlove was juſt ſtep- 
ping out of his chair when I came to the 
door, — I followed him up ſtairs, and 


Ifmena received him with a great deal of 


gaicty, but accompany'd with an equal 
air of mudeſiy; — as ſoon as they were 
ſeated, ſhe ſaid to him: 


Jens. Your money was very for- 


* tunate to me, fir Charles, 1 did not loſe 


© one guinea after 1 became your bor- 
© rower. 


Sir Charles Fair/ove. * Madam, I con- 
« gratulate myſelf for being ſo happy to 
< ſerve you, tho' on ſo inſignificant an oc- 
. pn but ſhould be Vee * 


0 


I 
* 
5 0 
Ly 
ö 
2 
2 
— 
% 
5 

e 

7 

5 

— 


ee ee ee 


The Invifible SPV. 5 79 


* to have it in my power to do ſo in 


< much owes things. 


| Timena. 1 doubt not of your gene- 


6 rouſity to perſons in diſtreſs, and if ever 


I am reduced to the ſame exigence again, 
it is likely may have recourſe to the 
« ſme hand for relief; —in_ the mean 
time, fir Charles, permit me to return che 
a favour you have already conferr'd upon 
mn" | 


In ſpeaking this ſhe drew out 10 purſe 
and counted twenty guineas on the table, 
which ſir Charles took up and put into 
his pocket with a very careleſs air; — 
ſaying at the ſame time: | 


Sir Charles Fan ben This trifle, ma- 
* dam, is neither worth your returning 
nor my receiving, nor ſhould I have 
ever thought on it, if I had not given 


you credit on an infinitely more valuable 
account.“ 


Iſmena. Credit! — As how, fir 


Charles? | 


Sir Charles Fairlove. Yes, madam, 
5 — a debt which I am too impatient to 


wait long for the payment of, and am 
© now come to claim.” | 
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Innen * You ak well, fir Charles; 


— but as I cannot comprehend the pur- 


1 83 am not prepared to give an anſwer.“ 


Sir Charles Fairlove. * No, i faith, ma- 
* dam, you will find me extremely ſerious: ; 
* — but ſure you cannot be ſo ſtrangely 
* forgetful as not to recollect what you 


'* loſt to me laſt night at play! . 


Ifmena. J loſt nothing but what 1 


< paid, fr Charles.“ 


Sir Charles Fairlove. 6 Nothing, ma- 
© game” | 


len. Mp No, upon my honour.” 


Sir —— Bairlk ve. © YR have 
* named the very thing, — your honour, 


* madam ; — when a lady ventures her 
* honour at a gaming-table, and is ſo un- 
© lucky as to loſe, ſhe muſt expect to pay 
< the forfeit.” | 


Iſmena. What do you mean, ſir 


„Charles?“ 


Sir Charles Fairlove. . My meaning 


© needs. no explanation, madam ; — you 
© loſt your honour to me, and I now de- 


© mand. 
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© mand the immediate poſſeſſion of What 
© I fairly won, and which if you refuſe to. 


© yield have a right to ſeize.” 


Iſmena eG Ridiculous.” 


Sir Chiavies 1 Madam, the 


contempt you treat my pretenſions . 
take not away the validity of them; — 
* What was once your honour is now no 
© longer ſo, but mine, and at my diſpoſal ; 

* and you would not, ſure, go about 
to defraud me of the good that fortune 


© has beſtowed upon me? 


With theſe words he threw his arms: 
about her waiſt, with a freedom which' 


ſhew'd he indeed look'd upon her as his 


own: — ſhe ſeem'd a little alarm'd at 
this action, and ſtarting ſome paces from 


him, endeavoured to repulſe the enn 


he was guilty of, by laying to him : 


Iſmena.. © F orbear : 5 — this fooling, 1s 


© offenſive.” 


Si Charles Fairl;ve. * Madam, this 
| **coyneſs is trifing; — I am ſurpriſed 

* you will oblige me to have recourſe to 
force for what is ſo much my due, and 


I ſhould ſet a higher value upon if 
8 © cheartully reſign' d. — Come, madam. 
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* —I think this ___ leads to your bed- 
chamber. | 


He then catch'd bold e of her a ſecond 
time, and made an offer to bear her into 
another room; — the graſp he had taken 
of her was not ſo ftrenuous, however, but 
that ſhe eaſily diſengag'd herſelf; and 
having done ſo, cry'd out with a voice 
and air full of the extremeſt diſdain. 


Iſmena. * Pill this YI 1 3 
could think you were in earneſt : — 
* baſe, and preſuming man, How dare 

« you entertain thoughts ſo unworthy of 
* meP? 


Sir Charles Fairlove. How dare you, 
© madam, hazard on the chance of a 

< pame at cards what leems ſo precious to 
« you ?? ; 


Iſnena. Oh, deſpicable ! — to turn 
© that into a matter of ſeriouſneſs which 


you well know was only meant 1n 
6 zalt.” 


ir Charles Fairlove.  * We men, ma- 
dam, take all the advantages we can 
When we play with a fine woman ; and 


"> nay be aſſured I ſhall not eaſily be 
pre. 


We Inviſible 8 Pv. 8 
© prevailed upon. to relinquiſh thoſe L 
© have l over you.” Sg 


Hint a The vain idea will little 
5 avail your vile purpoſe,” 


* 


Sir Charles Fairlove. 1 You may be 


MR miſtaken, madam; — the laws of Weſt- 
0 minſter-Hall, indeed, will ſcarcely take 
any cognizance of an affair of this 
nature; — but thoſe laws by which the 

« polite world are chiefly goyern'd, I mean 
the laws of gaming, will infallibly give 
it on my fide; that pride of your*s will 
© be. a good deal humbled when you ſee 
your ſtake of honour become the public 


« jeſt, and all that has paſs'd berween us 


the ſubject of a news- paper. 


Iſmena. I am -coilfvunded? — you 
cannot certainly be the monſter you N 


« pear! 
Sir Charles Fairlove. I would not 
5 wiſh you, madam, to put me to the 
_ © O00... 


Iſneno. 5 Oh, Heavens! — to what 

© has one unguarded word expoſed me!“ 
She could not utter this exclamation 
* letting fall ſome tears, which I 
EE 
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perceived had a great effect on fir Charles, 


by the change it occaſioned in his coun- 


tenance; — he affected, however, to take 
no notice of it, and reſuming his former 
| boldneſs went on: 


Sir Charles Fairlove. * You ſee, ma- 
dam, how it is; — you are intirely in 
my power, and if I cannot have my 
agreement, I will have my revenge, or. 
at leaſt an equivalent for both.“ 


Iſmena, © What chin ent fa — "IG 
tell me at once! | 


Sir Charles Fairlove. Lou muſt re- 
© deem your forfeit. honour by a ſum of 
. money. | | 


Iſmena. * TIE” it then.” 


Sir Charles Fairlove. * Let me con- 
ſider, madam, — a woman's honour, as: 


times now are, and beauty renders utfelf 


* ſo cheap, will bare but a low price at the 
market; but as you are well-born, — 

well accompliſh'd, — are extremely 
* handſome,. and have more perfections, 


© both of mind and body, than moſt of 


* your ſex can boaſt of, — I think five 
hundred pounds is the leaſt I can de- 
mand.“ 


The Invifible 8p Tr. g 
Vnena. « You ſhall have it, fir.” 
With this ſhe ran haſtily to a little. 


cabinet that ſtood in the room, and having. 
taken from thence what ſhe wanted, 
turn'd again to the table, ſaying, 


Iſmena. © Thoſe two Bank-bills, ſir, 

contain the ſum you mention, — take 

them, I beſeech You, 1 and eaſe me of your 
Reher | 


Sir Charles Fairlove. ] muſt —— ex- 
; amine, madam, if they are genuine: 

yes. they are right; — and now, me- 
© thinks, *tis pity to rob you of ſo much. 
money, — five hundred pounds will 

« purchaſe five hundred pretty trinkets, 
and I cannot receive it without teling. 
* ſome concern.” _ 


a c Oh, fir Charles, you need 
be under no concern on that ſcore ;.— 
were it five times the Tum, nay my 
whole fortune, I would gladly give it to 

© be rid for ever both of you. and your 
3 n demand.“ 


Sir Charles Hatton © Yet, in ſpite of 
© all this ſeverity, I ſhall willingly reſtore 
6 theſe bills on one condition. „ 
| 1 
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Iſmena. Sir, I ſhall make no condi- | 
tions with you; — therefore be . and 
” leave me. 


Sir Charles Fuirlave. Not till you 
© have heard me, madam ; — the condi- 
tion I would ſtipulate is only this, — 
that you will make a ſolemn promiſe 
never to play again, except for mere 
£ diverſion, with ſome ſelect friends who 

you are certain will take no ungenerous 
advantage of you.“ 

Vnena. There is little crab for 
* me to bind myſelf by a promiſe to 
© avoid a thing which I have already 
proved ſo miſchievous ; — the inſults. 
©] have received from you will make me 
© henceforth deteſt the fight of cards, and 
fly the ſociety of all who purſue that 
* dangerous amulement.” 7; 


1 Charles Fairlove. It is enough ; 
* my ends are fully anſwered , and 
: this, on my knees let me reſtore your 
6 bills, and with them a heart which long, 
| © has been devoted to you, and never 
5 harbour'd a wiſh to your diſhonour.* 


Never had I known greater anxiety for 
any thing not relating, 7 myſelf, or rd 
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particular friends, than I did for the ĩſſue 


of this converſation ; — I had been ex- 


tremely ſcandalized at ſome part of fir 


Charles's behaviour ; yet, by many indi- 
cations, could not ſet him down in my 
mind for the mercenary villain he affect- 
ed to be, and was now as much rejoiced: 
to ſee a likelihood of not having been de- 
ceived in my conjectures in his favour, as 
the reader will Pn be convinced. 


Iſmena, being too much amazed at 
this ſudden turn to make an immediate 
reply, he went on 1 — - fill kneel- 


ay. 


Sir Charees Fairlove. © Oh, Iſmena; 


6 forgive the ſeeming brutality ] have 
_ © been guilty of; — I counterfeited the 

© libertine, the villain, only to ſhew you 
c there was a poſſibility for you to have 

met with ſuch a one in reality; and 
aſſum'd the moſt odious character, in 
order to render your's more truly 


© adorable : — the tender paſhon you in- 


* ſpird me with has made me keep a 


* watchful eye over all your actions; — 1 


found you perfect in every thing ex- 
cept a too great readineſs to follow the 
example of others in the deſtru®:ve love 
of play; — I know the dangers to which 
6 TOR ſex are 9 by it, and that 

there 
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© there were many ſnares ſpread for your” 
© innocence in particular ; by this means- 
even laſt night ſome there were in com- 

© pany who wanted but the ſame opportu- 
© nity 1 had to behave as I have done, 
though with far different views. — Oh! 
pardon, therefore, the only ſtratagem 1 
could think of to clear your mind of a 

* propenſity. which might in time have 
* {ullied all its brightneſs.” | 


Iſmena. * Rile, fir Charles x — the 
« diverſity, 1 might ſay, indeed, the per- 
© plexity of my thoughts hinder'd me,. 
„till now, from obſerving the poſture: 

« you were in; — pray be leated, fir, — 
If. I may give credit to your words, I 
am infinitely oblig'd to you for the 
care you took of my reputation, when: 
you ſaw it fo totally neglected by my- 
elf. 


* * * KG, * 


Sir Charles Fairlove. No, madam; 
ſay not ſo, — I dare believe you never 

have fail'd in a due regard for reputa- 

tion, and am certain that the breath of 
flander has never preſum'd to blaſt it; 
and I could not mean to reproach you 
for any thing that. has been, but to 
warn you againſt what might be; — an 


VC 


your ſex, I take to be the ſame as an 
te inne 


immoderate inclination for gaming in 
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* immoderate inclination to drinking is 
in ours, both are equally intoxicating: 
and deſtructive to right reaſon; they . 
make the brain grow giddy, incapable 
of reflection, or any other purſuit than 
the darling folly, and they run head- 
long on, invelop'd in a miſt of errors, 
* where fortune, fame, and peace of mind 
are ſometimes irrecoverably loſt.? 


[/mena. * Oh, fir Charles, you have 
_ © open'd my eyes to ſee that black abyſs 
into which my inadvertency might one 
© day have plunged me.“ 


Sir Charles Pairlove. 1 know very well, 
© madam, that you wanted only to be re- 
minded of the danger to enable you to 
avoid it; — the manner in which I have 
done ſo may Hare. perhaps, appear'd 
too preſuming; but I fear 4 more 
« gentle methods might not have had the 
ec. 


Iimena. 0 Make no apologies, fir- 
Charles, — I am now convinced you 
meant me well, and I thank you for it.“ 


Sir Charles Fairiowe, « If you accept. 
© it as a proof of friendſhip, it may in 
time engage you to believe that a ſincere: 
and tender * in a perſon of 
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6 


6 
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. 


my ſex to one of yours deſerves a ſofter 
name, and call it love.“ 


. We will not cavil about : 
names, but mult acknowledge, ſir 
Charles, by what motive ſoever you 


1 have been actuated, the benefit is mine.“ 


Sir Charles Fairious < vow bleſs'd 
am I in this confeſſion ! —But, charm- 
ing Iſmena, may I not be permitted to 
wait on you ſometimes, and have leave 
to hope the ſervices I ſhall hereafter 
pay _ will not be rejected ? 


Iſmena. * 1 flatter myſelf with being 
able to regulate my future conduct fo 
as not to give you occaſion to offer any 
of that frightful ſort you have done this 
morning ; and if I ſhould relapſe into 
my former errors, could neither expect 
nor deſerve you ſhould take the fame 
trouble for my reformation ; — there- 
fore, I think, may ately venture to Z 
admit your viſits. 


She ſpoke theſe words with ſo obliging 


a ſmile, that ſir Charles could not forbear 
teſtifying the tranſport he was in by im- 


printing ſeveral paſſionate kiſſes on one 
of her 2275 or . — on 


her 
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1 her with an equal mixture of tenderneſs 
and reſpect, he ſaid, 


Sir Charles Fairlove: * Incomparable 


Imena | how impoſlible is it for me to 
expreſs either what you deſerve, or what 
1 feel in a full . of . you 


fections * 


4 ] defire you will not go 
about to expreſs either the one or the 


other; — the only merit I can boaſt of is 
in being ſo early convinced of my fault, 


and that I am ſo is wholly owing to your- 
ſelf ;— for I confeſs to you, ſir Charles, 


that though it is but lately I have be- 
gun to like play at all, yet by con- 


verſing with thoſe who ſcem to have no 
other way of paſſing their time, it grew 


by very ſwift degrees more pleaſing to 


me; and I believe that it wou d, in time, 


have become lo habitual to me, that I 
ſhould have expected the hour of ſitting 
down to cards as naturally as that of fit- 
ting down to dinner; — but in the 


mirror you have preſented to me, I 
now ſee that to indulge this amuſement 
to an exceſs, is not only a folly below 


the dignity of a thinking mind, but alſo 
a kind of Scylla or Caribdes, formed by 
ourſelves in the ocean of life, as if on 

pur- 
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* purpoſe to wreck our ba honour, 
reputation, and every thing that 1 is dear. 


Sir Charles Fairlove. * Oh, n 
every word you ſpeak on this occaſion 
* thrills me to the very foul; — I am 
* charm'd, — I am raviſh*d to find in a 
« perſon of your ſex and years ſuch ſolid 
* realon, — ſuch an amazing — of 
apprehenſion.“ 


Iſmena. You are relapſing into the 
* panegyric ſtrain; but I will hear no more 
of it: — you muſt give me leave to 

* play the Monitor in my turn, — I 
have been your convert, and you muſt 
now be mine; — remember, ſir Charles, 


© that to liſten to the tongue of flattery is 


* no leſs pernicious than the folly you. 
have taught me to be aſham'd of.“ 


Sir Charles Fairlove. I grant it is, 
© madam ; but the juſt praiſes of a real 
virtue cannot cauſe a bluſh either 1 in the 
$ face of the giver or the receiver.“ 


Iſmena. Well, I as w1ll have 
© the better of the argument, whether the 
© tenet you take upon you to maintain be 
right or wrong; — therefore to put an 
+ end to it, What think you of a turn or 
* two in the — this morning ?? 


Sin 
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Sir Charles Fairlove. Madam, I ſhall 
© 6 happy to attend you any ene 


She TEE call'd for her capuchin, and 
little muff, which being immediately 
brought, ir Charles gave her his hand to 
to lead ner down ſtairs, and I retired to 
my apartment. 


I had met with nothing a oreat while 


that gave me a more ſenſible latisfaction 


than to find a lady ſuch as limena, in all 
the pride of blooming youth, beautiful, 

gay, and ſurrounded "with a crowd of 
flatterers, bear with ſo much chearfulneſs 


the conviction of her error, and teſtify ſo 


much gratitude to the perſon to whom 
ſhe was indebted for her reformation. | 


The rough method he has taken for 


this purpole, was ſo far from raiſing any 


reſentment in her, after once knowing the 


motive, that ſhe look*d upon him as her 
beſt friend, eiteem'd and loved him for 
"Mx — conſcious that it required no leſs 
than ſuch a proceeding to rouſe her from 


that thoughtleſsneſs which alone had 


made her fall into an error, the danger of 
which ſhe might otherwiſe have too late 
5 perceived. 
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I thought that I eee ſomething 
in theſe two accompliſh'd perſons, that 
ſeem'd to me as if Heaven had form'd and 
ordain'd them for each other, and I ſoon 
found that I had not been miſtaken; they 
are now married with the higheſt approba- 

tion of all the friends and kindred on both 
ſides; and in the opinion of as many as 
have the pleaſure « their acquaintance, 
bid fair to be one of the moſt happy pairs 
that ever enter'd into to Hymen 8 bands. 


HNA. VII. 


The thor has been in 9 Toa . 
in himſelf, whether be ſhould inſert 
or not, as he is conſcious it will be 
little reliſb d by the faſhionable genteel 
part of his readers; — and what is 
till worſe, can afford neither much 
entertainment, nor much my ment 
to the others. 


TP HERE is ſomething very unac- 

countable in an over-curious diſpo- 
ſition; — it makes us eager, impatient, 
anxious, indefatigable, in prying into 


Figs which promiſe us not the leaſt 
pPleaſure 
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ſare in the diſcovery of when known'; — 
a reader who has not this propenſity. in 
his nature, will doubtleſs think, by what 
I ſaid of lady Allmode in the fifth Chap- 
ter of this Book, that I had already ſeen 
enough of her behaviour to keep me 
from being deſirous of ſeeing more; but 
this is judging according to the rules of 
right reaſon ;. whereas a perſon who neg- 


leects his own affairs, to find out the ſe- 


crets of others with whom he has no con- 
cern, cannot be ſuppoſed to have any. 


But as every one is willing to find ſome 
excuſe or other, even for the fillieft things 
he can be guilty of ; and according to the 
vulgar phraſe, put pillows under his el- 
bows ; ſo I thought that in being a ſpec- 
tator of lady Allmode's conduct in her 
own family, and the manner in which ſhe 
 train'd up her daughter, ſomething might 


IND; preſent itſelf to me that would more than 


_ compenſate for the time I ſhould expend 
in going to her houſe. 


How far the public may be al my 
opinion in this point muſt be left to the 
determination of hereafter z for the hu- 
mour of the preſent age is ſo fluctua- 
ting and uncertain, that it is an utter im- 


pooſſibility to foreſee either what will pleaſe 
what offend, — as a poet of many 


Centu - 
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centuries ago expreſſes himſelf on a pa- 
rallel occaſion : 


— — Inconſtant ſtill and various, 
There's no to-morrow in us like to- 
0 day; 
This hour we are cloudy, fullen and 
« ſevere; 
The next, with madding mirth di- 
« ſturb the air,” 


But all this is foreign to a thi purpoſe, and 
therefore impertinent; — it is enough to 
fay that I went, without repeating the 
motive that induced me to it; — I ſhall 
therefore add no more, but proceed t to 
the ſucceſs of my viſit. 


I gain'd an eaſy accels, the 3055 hap- 
pening to be open juſt as I reach'd it, to 
let out a footman in a gay livery, who 
had come to deliver ſome meſſage ; but 
was a good deal bewilder'd on my en- 
trance, as I had never been in the houſe 
before, and was intirely unacquainted 
with the ſituation of any of the rooms; 
—1 judged, however, that as it was 

morning, her ladyſhip would probably be 

above ſtairs; — on my coming to the 
top of the ſtair-caſe J was as much at a 
loſs as before; — I perceived there were 


ſeveral T00ms, but the doors of them all 
were 
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were ſhut, and I durſt not touch the Ioek 
of any one of them for fear I ſhould be 
heard by thoſe who _ chance to be 
within. 


The meaſure of time is always doubled 

when we wait for an event with impa- 
tience ; — I remain'd not long, however, 

in this dilemma, — a ſervant came run- 
ning haſtily up the back ſtairs at the 
farther end of the gallery, with ſome 
drinking glaſſes on a ſilver waiter in his 
hand, — I follow'd him into a room 
where a woman, who by her appearance 
I gueſs'd was her ladyſhip's Abigail, re- 
ceived from him what he had brought, and 
carried it into an inner-chamber, the door 
of which ſhe ſhut after her, but not ſo 
ſuddenly as to o prevent my entering with 
her. 


Here I found lady Allmode ; but had 
the appear'd to me in any other place, 

ſhould never have known her for the 
fame I had ſeen at lady Playfeild's route, 
—ſo vaſt a difference is it in the power of 
art ſometimes to make. 


At the de of my coming in ſhe was 
under the operation of having her eye- 
brows ſhaped with a ſmall pair of pincers, 
by one of thoſe perſons who ES by the name 

Vo, III. | F f 
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of Tyre-women; but, in my opinion, 
ought rather to be call'd face-menders, 
ſince their buſineſs is not ſo much to or- 
nament the head as to rectify the defects 
of the features: — the important work 
being over, lady Allmode turn'd to a2 
magnifier that ſtood upon her toylet, to 
ſee if all was right, and having look'd 
into it, cried out haſtily : 


; Lady Mimode. Oh, mrs. Prim, — 

< ſure your eyes are in eclipſe to day! — 

_ © you have left no leſs than three exube-. 
rant hairs on my right brow, and I 

| | © think arch'd it ſomewhat higher than . 

** the other.“ 


A 


Mrs. Prim. I beg a thouſand pardons 
of your ladyſhip, but I will amd 
remedy that error. | 


R 


Lady „ Do ſo.? 


On this the artiſt employ'd her little 
inſtrument for a ſecond eſſay, — after 
which lady Allmode look'd in the * 


again and laid, 


E Allmode. It is very well now; 
— but I look wretchedly to day, — 
5 * it is no wonder; — What do you 
8 think, mrs. Prim, — that careleſs oaf 


© there 
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there put me to bed laſt night without 


my. Sperma · Ceti maſk. | 


; Mrs. Prim. That was a great omiſ- 
ſion, indeed, madam ; — but your lady- 


ſhip muſt forgive it, mrs. Pinup does 


Pinup. I ham very ſorry for it, mrs. 
Prim; — but it was ſo late when her 
ladyſhip went to bed; — and her lady 
ſhip was ſo ware. ” 


Lady Miiwods. bY Kia your foolſhip 
was ſo ſleepy too, I ſuppoſe. — But 
that is not all, mrs. Prim, — the crea- 
ture threw it into ſome corner or other 
where Veni got at it, and this morning 
it was found half devour d. : 


1 Pinup. * Your ladyſhip W have 


almoſt cried my eyes out about it, — 
and that I offer d to beſpeak os, 
and pay for it out of my own N | 


Dias Allmode. 6 Pay r it, ideot.— 
But tell me, creature, what attonement 
can'ſt thou ever make for theſe depreda- 


tions on my countenance ? — Here I 
ſhall loſe a whole day; tor *tis impoſ- 
ſible I can think of appearing in public; 


and do'ſt thou conſider, wench, that a 
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day waſted in private is an age in the 
life of a woman of quality?“ 


R * 


Mrs. Prim. Tis very true, madam; 
A but 1 dare anſwer for mrs. Pinup. 
that ſhe will never be guilty of the like 
fault again; therefore I beg your lady- 
ſhip will forgive her.“ 


* 


1 


Lo 


* 


Lady Allmode. Yes, yes, — I have 
forgiven her, — and I do forgive her; 
but ſhe muſt expect to be told of it 
ſometimes : — if ſhe had lived with 
ſome ladies they would have turned her 
out of doors that inſtant ; — mais tou- 
jours les douceurs du coeur lay an em- 
* bargo on my indignation.” 


8. 


** 


R K #® 


Pinup. 125 Your ladyſhip | is all good 
_ 

Mrs. Prim. There are few ſuch 
ladies. 19 75 1 


N 


Pinup. No, indeed; — and I could 
tear myſelf to pieces for having, thro? 
negligence, 1 ſo ſweet a lady.“ 


A (6 


Lady llmede. Well, well, — ſay no 
more about it; — I am ſorry I ſtruck 
you in the heat of my reſentment ; — 


but take the Dreſden ſuit I had on peter 
* ** 
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day, and let me ſee you in it on Sun- 


day.“ 


E Pinup. * I humbly thank your lady- 
ſhip.” 


Lady Allmode. Say no more of it. 


— Oh, mon Dieu I I begin to feel the 


effects of my diſconcertion; — every 
membrane throughout my whole frame 


has a pulſation 1 in it; — give me ſome- 


thing to take this inſtant, or 1 ſhall 
faint. | | 


\ Pinup. © I have it ready, madam, — 


I ſuppoſe your ladyſhip chuſes brandy ?? 


Lady Allmade. < Aye;—l think brandy 
is th beſt compoſure of the animal fa- 


culties : — a little more ; — {til] nearer 


to the top of the glaſs; — hold, 


very well, I do not love it running; 


over. — Now fill for mrs. Prim. — 


Pray drink, mrs. Prim, — right 
Coniac, I aflure you. | 


Mrs. Prim. 8 I ae your lady hip 
has the beſt of every thing: — your 
ladyſhip's good health. 


Lady Mlimede;. I thank you, mrs. 
Prim. — But as to the Sperma - Ceti 
F 23 —- 7 ms 
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* maſk, is it not poſſible for you to get 
* one ready for me before I ſleep, — elſe 


my face will be a perfect nutmeg-grater 
* by to-morrow TER | i 


Ars. Prins, « Oh, your lady hip need 
* be under no apprehenfions - on that 
* ſcore, — I always keep ſeveral of theſe 
. commodities prepar'd, — they want 
* only ſprinkling with a little Orange - 
flower water, to take off the ſcent; — 
I will ſend your ladyſhip one this after- 
* noon. — But is not your ladyſhip out 

of Pearl Es you had but one 
ounce laſt week?“ 


6 


2 


Lad, Allmede. No, nor I do not 
think of having any more, — it leaves 
a certain roughneſs on the ſkin which is 
* diſagreeable ; — I will uſe nothing but 
Italian pots for the future; — the paſte 
* incorporates itſc]f, as it were, with the 
* fleſh, and gives a kind of ſattiny de. 
licacy to it; — let me have two pots.“ 


Mrs. Prim. Yes, madam. — Tas 
* your ladyſhip ny farther commands?“ 


Lady Allmode. Yeu, you may ſend 
me a box of red for my cheeks ; — but | 
do not let it be yon fo ey -colour'd. 


© as me laſt.” : 


Mes. 
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Mrs. Prim, I ſhall take care to mix 
it ſo as to pleaſe your ladyſhip.“ 


£ 


In ſpeaking this ſhe was preparing to 
make her exit with abundance of low 
curtſies; but lady Allmode would not 


ſuffer her to depart without taking another 


an 

Lady Allmode. Stay, mrs. Prim, — 
© I muſt give you a taſte of ſome of my 
Italian cordials; — I had a freſh cheſt 
came in yeſterday, with twelve bottles 
all of different forts ; — Will you have 
the Roſaſoli, La Bergamotta, La Flo- 
retta, or La Citroni ?? 


Mrs. Prim. * Alack, madam, theſe 
rich things come fo ſeldom in my way 


that I am no judge of them; — but 


* ſince your ladyſhip is ſo good, I ſhall 


take a little of any one of them.” 


Lady Allmode. Fetch La Floretta, 
Pinup. — You muſt know, mrs. Prim, 
that this is a quinteſſence extracted 
from the moſt fragrant flowers the gar- 
den of the world affords.” 


F4 i | 8 Mrs. 
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i extremely fine, in- 
5 td, madam ; — I .never taſted any 
thing like it.“ 


The good woman was fo charm'd with 
the. flavour of this exotic liquor, that to 
prolong it as much as ſhe could, ſhe 
{ipp'd it like a hot diſh of Tea; — lady 
Allmode perceiving her ſo delighted, 
might probably have been induced to 
give her another glaſs, if word had not 
deen brought that mr Ruben the Jew. 
was come to wait upon her ladyſhip, on 
which the bottles and glaſſes were hurry'd 


away, and mrs. Prim took her leave. 


The Jew was preſently introduced, 
and received by lady Allmode with the 
utmeſt courteſy and affability, and after 


| making him be ſcated ſhe laid to him: 


Lady Allmade. « You are a great ſtran- 
ger, mr. Ruben; — I have not ſeen 
you this long time, and was quite im- 
patient to congratulate you, and the 
whole Hebrew nation, on the late act 
Paſs'd in your favour.” 


2 % . N '@ 


Ruben. Me do moſt humly dank 
your lady hip ;—we did, indeed, obtain 
it wid muſh * facility dan we ex- 
* 


G „K „ A&A 
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netted, in ſpite of all de fine promiſe 
had been a Ong time ago. | = 


Lady Allmede I aſſure you, mr. 


Ruben, that I was perfectly tranſported 
when [ found the bill had paſsd both 


| houſes. — I dare fay his Grace was 


very ſerviceable to 22 on this occa- 


ſion,” 


* Ruben, © Yes, madam, we are muſh 


0 


obliged to his Grace, as well as to an 
honourable gentleman in de lower houſe z 


but our acknowledgments are chiefly to 


de good Lord B -— ps.“ 


; Lady Allmode. * Tr ue, mr. Ruben ; 
for if they had made any oppoſition to 


it, or, at leaſt, any worth mentioning, 


the rabble would preſently have taken 


it into their heads that their religion 
was in danger, and made as great a 
clamour againſt Juadiſm as in a former 
reign they did againſt 8 8855 


5 Ruben, © We do not care what deſe 


Skellams tink ; — if dey offer to affront 


us, we fall know how to be revenged : 


— we have de ſame law, de fame * 2 
veledge, as demſelves.“ | 
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Lady Allmode. The vulgar are not 
to be regarded; — they are: no more 
than moving clods of earth; — but 
you muſt own, mr. Ruben, that for the 
honour. of the Engliſh nation, the no- 
bility and gentry, thoſe of taſte I mean, 


are intirely on your ide.” 


Ruben. Some of dem have been our 
good friends indeed; and it is vary true 
that we have received more favours 

from de Engliſh dan from any nation in 
de world: — in all de Popiſh countries, 
and, indeed, in moft of de Proteftants 
one too, ve have been driven from deir 
cities, and ſcatter'd like chaff before de 
vind, — treated as vagrants, and made 
to vear upon our heads or on our coats, 
ſome badge or oder of infamy and con- 

tempt ; but by dis hoſpitable act of de 

Legiſlature, ve fall be gather'd together 
like ſheep into one fold, and have de 
liberty to ſettle and . multiply | in dis 
land of plenty.” 


Lady Allmode. I hope, mr. Ruben, 


it will prove a ſecond Canaan to you. 


E But pray what new curiolities does 


your warehouſe aer; p? | 
Ruben. 
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Ruben. It was dat 1 did come to 
tell your lady ſhip; — me have de fine 


German work for de head-dreſs, de 
ruffle and de tippit for de ladies, far 


exceeding de Dreſden ; — me have de 
curious littel pictures for de cloſet, from 


Italy, and handkerchiefs dat will not 


loſe deir ſcent with vaſhing ; — den me 
have ſome pieces of rich embroidery = 


from Lyons, and gloves from Mar- 
ſeilles ; — ſnuff of de right Batavian 
manufacture; — Japonees under petti- 
coates, — and oder tings, = imported 
from all parts of de world.“ 


Lady Allmade. 8 Well, — you Jews 
are certainly the moſt charming people 
upon earth, — you deal in every thing, 
— Who can deny that you are uſeful 
members of a common-wealth ? — I 
will come in, a day or two to your 
warehouſe, and rid you of fome pane of 
your _ 744 


Ruben. Me fall be proud to ſee your 


ladyſhip ; — but me muſt now take my 
leave, — me am obliged to wait on lady 
Fantaſye, — ſhe did ſend to pou vid 
me dis morning.” 


F 6 - Py 
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Lady Aillmede. © Oh, then I will not 


| detain you; I know her 8 is a 
good cuſtomer. 


+ 


Ruben. Dn well, madam ; — 
ſhe pay me, tho' ſhe do no body elſe.— 
Your ladyſhip' s moſt obedient ſervant.” 


KA 


eee © Your's, mr. 8 — 
Pinup, wait on mr. Ruben down ſtairs.” 


The entertainment I had hitherto met 
with at this lady's had ſeem'd ſo infipid to 


me, that I was in the mind to quit her 


apartment when mr. Ruben did, and ac- 


cordingly follow'd him and Pinup out of 
the room; — but the girl had no ſooner 
Mut the chamber door behind her than 
the goatiſn Jew turn'd upon her, and be- 


fore ſhe was aware, catch'd her in his 

arms and half ſmother'd her with kiſſes; 

— ſhe ſtruggled with all her might, and 

having broke from him, rubb'd her mouth 
with her —_ ſpit and cry'd, 

Pinup. 0 1 wonder at your impudence, 
mr. Ruben, — do you think I would be 
pulFd and haul'd about by a Jew?” 


Ruben. Huſh, — don't be fo angry, 7 
mrs. Pinup,—I will give you one pretty 
ting.” 


> 


Pinup. | 
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Pinup. Hang your pretty 8 


and yourſelf too, — get down ſtairs, or 


, *8 will call to ſome body to ſhew you out ; 
 — the Devil ſhall wait on you for 
me.“ N 


The Jew ſaid no more, but ran fo 


haſtily down ſtairs, that as Pinup was be- 


tween us, and the paſſage we were in 
very narrow, it was impoſſible for me to 


flip by, without being felt en by the 
one or the GEE; 


Alb: was. n to hee: lady” 5 


chamber, but met her juſt coming out in 
order to paſs into another room, on 


ſeeing her ſhe ſaid to her: 


Lady Allmode. I think this girl takes 
<2 long time in dreſſing, — go and ſee. 


6 if ſhe 1 18 ready, and bid her come to 
me. 


Finding now that there was ſome pro- 
bability of my ſeeing the young lady, 


which had been, indeed, the chief motive 


of my going thither, I attended lady 
 Allmode where ſhe went, and placed 


- myſelf i in one corner of the room; where 


1 did not wait above three or four 
minutes before Pinup, who had gone im- 


mediately 
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mediately on her errand, return'd leading 
mils Allmode. | 


She feemed to be about thirteen or 
fourteen years of age; — her face was 
extremely pretty, and I believe nature 
had given her a ſhape no leſs excellent, 
if it had not been deform'd by her tay- 


lor and mantua- maker; — I need not de- 


ſcribe in what manner, ſince it is enough 
to ſay, that every thing about her was in 


the extremity of the preſent faſhion. 


On her approach lady Allmode took 


her by the arm, — turn'd her round 
' ſeveral times, and examined her whole 
dreſs from head to foot; — after which, 
looking very well pleaſed, the ſaid: 


Lady Allmode. * Ay, miſs, now you 
look like what you are ; — I proteſt, I 
ſcarce knew you for my own child, in 
the obſolete condition you came from 
the country. — Are you not Highly | 
delighted with yourſelf ?? 


GG OM 


Mi. „ No, indeed, madam, 
— [I think that {ſince *tis the non to 
have one's cloaths made in this manner, 
there ought to be as many chimnies 1 in 
a room as there are chairs. | 


18 R AK * 


Lady 
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Lady Allmode. * Sure, miſs, you are | 


not cold?“ 


Mi Allmode. © Tt would be very 


« ſtrange, madam, if I were not, when my 


« ſtays are fo contrived that the air comes 


* down to the very bottom of my back, 
and below the pit of my ſtomach, and 
my petticoats ſo ſhort that I am every 
minute fancying I have tuck'd them 
up in order to have. my legs and feet 
waſh'd ; — then as to my ears, I do de- 
clare I feel the wind blow from the one 
to the other, and nn into my yay 
brain.“ 


8 


Lady Allmode. * on Fu miſs; 2 — 
« this being in the country has ſpoiled 


you: — whatever is the faſhion is never 
either too cold or too hot.“ 


. Miſs Allmode. 1 beg your lady- 
ſhip's pardon; for I am certain this 


« falhion is a great deal too much of 


both; — the tightneſs of my ſleeves, 
.< load of flounces at my elbows, and 
the huge ſemi-circles, as heavy as pan- 


© niers, hanging on each hip, make 
* ſome parts of me ſweat while all the 


reſt are freezing. 


Lady 
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Lady Allmode. On hideous !— fright- 
ful! — ſweat! — what a word is there 
5 * from the mouth of a fine young lady ! 

— Whenever you have any occaſion to 
0 7 epi of too much warmth, you 
* ſhould always ſay — I perſpire: —bur I 
am ſurpriſed you ſhould not be charm'd 
. With ſo vers! a dreſs.“ 


wif Allmode.” = I feel uneaſy, and 
© quite uncomfortable, madam.” “ 


Lady ene. © A little uſe will re- 
© concile you to it. — Without vanity, 
« miſs, you are exceeding handſome ; — 
and now I have made you fit to appear 


in public, the praiſes that will be given 


* you, and the fine things ſaid on your 
beauty, will raiſe ſuch a gaiety du 
coeur, as will make you forget all that 
you call uncomfortable. 


Miſs. dee ol ſhould be glad, ma- 
ny” if any thing would do that,” 


Lach Allmede. * You muſt Wark to 

1555 yourſelf, miſs; — look in the 

glaſs ; — you have fine | eyes, — a very 

lovely mouth, — a well-turn'd face, — 

a delicate complexion, good hair: — 

in fine, you are a complete 188 — 
| but 
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but what is beauty without the poſſeilor 


underſtands how to manage it to advan- 
tage; — a milk-maid may be a e 


and no one take any notice of her; 


you muſt practice the art of diſplaying 


every charm, and rendering yourſelf 
n h 


Miſs Meds. 8 3 „ I am 
quite ignorant of theſe things.” 


Lady Allmade. 6:0 perceive you are, miſs; 


— but that is not your fault ;— my for- 


mal aunt has never given you any in- 
ſtructions in this point, I ſuppoſe; — a 


few leſſons, however, will ſoon put you 
in the way to make the moſt of what na- 
ture has beſtow'd upon you: An the firſt 
place, miſs, you mult be ſure to thruſt 
out your chin as far as you are able z — 


when you come into a room always let 
your chin be the firſt thing ſeen of you, 


— as it were the harbinger of the reſt 
of your perſon. — Secondly, you mult 


never Keep your two hands together, 


in that ſtiff country manner you now 


do, tor above the ſpace of a moment ; 


but throw ſometimes the one and ſome- 
times the other careleſsly -back, and 
lean it on your hip; but when you are 
ſneaking, be ſure to employ both in 
geſtures. that may enforce attention to 

OR © what 
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Lady Allmode. on hideous |— fright- 
ful! — ſweat ! — what a word is there 
from the mouth of a fine young lady! 
L Whenever you have any occaſion to 
complain of too much warmth, you 
© ſhould always ſay — I perſpire : —bur ! 
© am ſurpriſed you ſhould not be charm'd 
with ſo 1 a dreſs.“ | 


ow 


Miſs Allmode.  * I feel uneaſy, and 
© quite uncomfortable, madam.” _ 


Lady Allmode. A little uſe will re- 
© concile you to it, — Without vanity, 
miſs, you are exceeding handſome ; — 
and now I have made you fit to appear 
nin public, the praiſes that will be given 
you, and the fine things ſaid on your 
beauty, will raiſe ſuch a gaiety du 
coeur, as will make you forget all that 
© you call uncomfortable.” 


N 


Miſs Alumode. 1 ſhould be olad, ma- 
dam; if any thing would do that,” 


Tal mods. © You muſt Warn to 
1 yourſelf, miſs; — look in the 
glaſs ; — you have fine eyes, — a very 
lovely mouth, — a well-turn'd face, — 

a delicate complexion, good hair: — 
in — — are a complete 12 


„ @A K K & 


but 
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but what is beauty without the poſſeſſor 


underſtands how to manage it to advan- 


tage; — a milk-maid may be a beauty, 


and no one take any notice of her; — 
you muſt practice the art of diſplaying 


every charm, and rendering yourſelt 
conſpicuous.“ | 


Miſs 4 Alimode. Indeed, madam, I am 
quite ignorant of thele things.” | 


Lady Allmode. <] perceive you are, mils; 


— but that is not your fault ;— my for- 
mal aunt has never given you any in- 
ſtructions in this point, I ſuppoſe ; — a 
few leſſons, however, will ſoon put you 
in the way to make the moſt of what na- 
ture has beſtow'd upon you: An the firſt 
place, miſs, you muſt be ſure to thruſt 
out your chin as far as you are able; — 


when you come into a room always let 
your chin be the firſt thing ſeen of you, 


— as it were the harbinger of the reſt 
of your perſon. — Secondly, you mult 
never keep your two hands together, 
in that ſtiff country manner you now 
do, for above the ſpace of a moment 


but throw ſometimes the one and ſome- | 
times the other careleſsly back, and 
lean it on your hip; but when you are 


ſpeaking, be ſure to employ both in 


geſtures. that may enforce attention to 


what 
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* what you ſay. — Then, as for your 


eyes, miſs, — you muſt always keep 


* them broad open, and be ſure to have 
+ the laſt look of every one that takes no- 
* tice of you. 


Miſs Allmede. . Does your 3 
* mean the men as well as the women?! 


Lady Allmode. * Undoubtedly, — the 
men to chooſe; — a polite woman, 
and who is faſhionably genteel, is never 
* aſham'd of any thing ſhe either lees < or 
+ hears.” 


Her ladyſhip was going on with ſome 


Farther directions concerning the manage- 


ment of the eyes, when ſhe was inter- 
rupted by a footman, who came to ac- 
quaint her that a perſon who call'd him- 
ſelf monſieur Le Petit Solet had brought 
her ladyſhip a dozen. pair of French 
ſhoes, — on which ſhe cry*d out in a kind 


of tranſport : 


Lady Allmode. * Oh bring him vp! 
bring him up this minute ! — ] have 
been involved in the utmoſt diftreſs ; 

I have had nothing but odious Eng- 
liſh ſhoes _ my feet for a whole 
ou: Fal. 8 


* 


As I was now heartily weary of my 
ſituation, and had no curiolity to- ſee 
either monſieur Le Petit Solee or his 


French ſhoes, I took the opportunity of 
the door being open, and left this ſcene 


of folly and affectation, regretting the 
time I had thrown away in being there. 


. K en 
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IWherein the wonderful porer of beauty, 
when accompany'd with virtue, is 
diſplay'd, in a very remarkable, as 


well as alfecting occurrence. 


TANITY, tho' placed rather among 2; 


the number of the follies than tue 
vices of human nature, is yet ſometimes 
productive of the very worſt we can be 
guilty of; and the leaſt miſchief it does, 
when indulged to an exceſs, is to render 
the perſon poſſeſs'd of it obſtinate, proud, 
impatient of contradiction, deaf to re- 


proof, full of imaginary merit, and apt 


to A what is truly ſo in another. 


This weakneſs, to give it no worſe a 
name, is generally aſcribed to the ſofter 


ſex, who being from their very childhood 


accuſtom'd to | Lattery and praiſe, are too 


ready 
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ready to believe they are in reality the 
angels and goddeſſes that they are told 


| they are; but in my opinion it is doing 
great injuſtice to the ladies to ſay they 


are the only culpable, ſince we often find 


men who, without having the ſame ex- 


cuſe, are no leſs liable to fall into the 
lame error. 


Mutantius is one of the moſt lovely, 
moſt graceful, and moſt accompliſh'd 
gentlemen of the preſent age; — he has 
learning, wit, honour, generoſity, and 
good- nature: — in fine, — he is, _ 
in perſon and mind, ſuch as might 
him a juſt title to univerſal on, 
were he but a little leſs conſcious of de- 
ſerving it, or did not ſet too high a value 
upon it. 


To render his fine qualities yet more 
conſpicuous, he had the advantages of 


being deſcended from a very ancient fa- 


mily, is in poſſeſſion of an ample for- 
tune both in land and money; — he had 


not long been arrived at what is commonly 


called the age of maturity, before ſeveral 
conſiderable matches were propoſed to 
him; — all the men of his acquaintance, 
who had ſiſters or daughters to be diſpoſed 
of, courted his alliance: : — Whenever he 
appear*d, the ladies put on their beſt looks 
1 . e 
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to engage him; and not a few there were, 
who could not help betraying by their 
eyes. the ſecret languiſhment of their 
heart 


Having his choice of ſo many, was 
probably the cauſe that for a long time 
hinder'd him from attaching himſelf to 
any particular object; — he was polite 


and gallant to all, but made a ſerious ad- 


dreſs to none; he would pay his morn- 
ing devoirs to one, walk in the Mall 
with another, perhaps dine with a third, 

drink tea with a fourth, attend a fifth to 
the play, or ſome other public entertain- 
ment: — in a word, he divided his re- 
ſpects fo equally to each, that no one of 
the fair rivals had much reaſon either to 
exult on the power of her own charms, or 
dread thoſe of her competivnrs. 


The little deity of ſoft deſires would 
not, however, ſuffer a man ſo form'd for 
love to remain always among the number 
of the inſenſibles ; — every glance ſhot 


from Ariſtella's eyes was a dart that 
reach'd his very ſoul ; — all the different 


graces he had ſeen in ochiind beauties ſeem'd 
now to him to be ſumm'd up in her, and 


the paſſion ſhe had inſpir'd him with, 


made him think her, as the ſong lays, 
KFaireſt 
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6 Faireſt where thouſands are fair. 


Ariſtella was, indeed, very lovely, and 
had been well en but her father, 
by gaming and other extravagancies, had 
reduced his eſtate to ſo low an ebb, that 
when divided between four daughters, 
which he left behind him at his deceaſe, 
the income was ſcarce ſufficient to buy 
them cloaths according to their birth ; — 
two of them, however, were married to 
tradeſmen of good repute in the city, and 
a third to a gentleman of a ſmall eſtate 


in the country; — Ariſtella, who was the 


youngeſt, and the only one unprovided 
for, lived ſometimes with one and ſome- 
times with another of her ſiſters, and by 
this means, having few expences beſides 
her dreſs, was enabled to appear in as 
genteel a manner as any woman of a 
moderate fortune could do. 


It was at the houſe of one of her 
brother-in-law's, who was a linnen-draper, 
and ſerved Mutantius with Hollands and 
Cambricks, that ſhe firſt beheld him; — 
happening to call there when the maſter 
of the ſhop was abroad, he was deſired to 
walk into the parlour till his return; ; 
Ariſtella was at work with her ſiſter when 
he came in; but the latter knowing he was 
a good 
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a good cuſtomer, threw aſide what ſhe Was 
about and received him with a great deal 


of politeneſs ; — her huſband not coming 
home ſo fron as he was expected, ſhe 


made tea, and afterwards order d wine to 
be brought. 


Mutantius readily accepted the little 
regale ſhe preſented to him, as it gave 
him the opportunity of feaſting his eyes 
on the charms of her fair ſiſter : — on 
their entering into converſation the tongue 
of Ariſtella loſt her nothing of what her 
eyes had gain'd; and as her beauty had 


in an inftant captivated his heart, 5 her 
wit rivetted the chain, and made the con- 5 


queſt ſure. 


T he tradeſman at laſt revuming, Mu- 


tantius, after having agreed for ſome 


things he wanted in the ſhop, and order*d 
them to be ſent home, took an unwil- 


ling leave; but carry'd with him an idea 


which had n more influence over 


his mind and actions than he at firſt ima- 


gined. 


Love in its beginnings, plays wanton- 
ly about the heart, tickling it with flat- - 
tering images; but having once got full 


poſſeſſion there, rules with tyrannic ſway, 
and bears n all before it: — Mutan- 
tius 
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tius indulged the pleaſing contemplation 
of Ariſtella's beauty *rill he was no longer 
able to live without ſeeing her, and for 
this purpoſe went again to the linnen- 
draper's, pretending there were ſome 
things he had forgot to * when he 
was there before. 


After having bought thoſe things which 
the ſeeming want of had given him an ex- 
cuſe for going thither ſo ſoon again, and 
ſome previous diſcourſe on ordinary mat- 
ters, he told the draper that he ſhould be 
glad to have his wite's advice concerning 
che trimming of ſome ſhirts which were 
then making for him ; — to this the other 
reply*d, that his wife would think herſelf 
honour'd in doing him any ſervice ; but 
that ſhe was at chat time unfortunately 
abroad. | 
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Mutantius was not ry to hear ſhe 
was out of the way, and reſum*d briſkly, 
— Well then, I think it will be equal 
© to. me if the young lady who was with 
her when I had the pleaſure of drink- 
ing tea here, will do me that favour ;— 
ſhe ſeem'd, I thought, to have good- 
© nature enough to grant ſuch a requeſt.” 


* You mean my ſiſter, ſir, cry'd the | 
pe. — I think your wife call d her 
| 6.10, 
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ſo, an{wered Mutantius. — * Yes, fir, — 
« rejoin'd the former ; but ſhe is gone 


« down to Kent this morning. . thought 2 


© ſhe had lived with you,” laid Mutantius. 
« — Not conſtantly, fir,” reply'd he; 


but ſhe has left us now ſooner than ſhe. 
would have done, on account of her 


+ ſiſter's lying: in. 


It was eaſy * a man of ſo much wit, 
and of ſo much deſign as Mutantius 
now had in his head, to get from the 


honeſt unſuſpecting draper all he wanted 
to be inform'd of in relation to the 
circumſtances of Ariſtella. | 


As the inclinations of this gentleman, 
vehemently amorous as they were, had 


not at preſent the leaſt tendency to mar- 


riage wich the young beauty, concerning 
whoſe affairs he had been fo inquiſitive, 
he was far from being mortified on hearing 
ſhe had no fortune, and was in a manner 
_ dependant on her kindred ; nor thought it 


lets conducive to the intereſt of his paſſion 


that ſhe was removed into the country, 
where he imagined he might find a more 
_ eaſy method of winning her to his deſires, 
than he could have done in town, under 


the eye of a ſiſter, who, by the little he 


had ſeen of her, he perceived to be a wo- 
man of great diſcretion. 
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He loſt no time, but ** very next day, 
attended by one ſervant, who he knew to 
be an adroit fellow, poſted down to Can- 
terbury, within a quarter of a mile of 
which city was the houſe where Ariſtella 
at preſent reſided. 


Having no acquaintance in that part of 
the country, he took up his lodging in one 
of the belt Inns, where pretending that it 
was mere curioſity to ſee that ancient city, 
and the fine tombs in the Cathedral, that 
had brought him thither, {ſeveral of the 

neighbouring gentry, as well as townſmen, 

aſſured him they ſhould be proud of the 
honour of accompanying him to all thoſe 
places which moſt deſerved the attention of 
a traveller. 
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Among he number of theſe hoſpitable 
perſons, was the brother-in-law of Ari- 
ſtella : — it is caly to fuppoſe that Mu- 
tantius made uſe of all the arts he was 
maſter of to inſinuate himſelf into the 
good graces of a perſon whoſe acquaint- 
ance was ſo neceſſary to his deſign; and 
indeed, had not this accident happened, | 
there ſeemed little probability of his 
accompliſhing them; for Ariſtella kept fo 
cloſe in the houſe with her ſiſter, that tho? 


he had been four —_ at Canterbury, and 
taken 
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taken all imaginable pains to get a glimpſe | 
of her, he never yet had been fo wo. 


Mutantius had ſomething in him no 
leſs engaging to the men than enchanting 
to the women; — he knows how to ſuit 
himſelf to the humour of every one he 
converſes with; — it was therefore not 
difficult for him to cultivate a friendſhip 
with a plain country gentleman, who, free 
from all 1 was e free from all 


diſtruſt. 


HBheechly, for ſo he was call'd, had no 
other fault than loving his bottle a little 
too well, which Mutantius perceiving, 
fell in with this foible, and thereby gane 
his whole heart, — as I remember to have 
read in a very old treatiſe, entitled, | 


De Arte Mundi: 


Who would the favour of a patron 
© Win. 


« With Hattering his vices muſt begin,” 


as. as anotfiee Author of a more mo- | 
dern date tells us: 


= 'Whate er we do, we would have 
others do; 

b Proud to be teachers and examples 
N too.“ 
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But I beg pardon of my reader for de- 
taining his attention with uſeleſs quota- 
tions to prove what every one is ſufficient- 
ly convinced of within himſelf; and ſhall 


now proceed with the thread of mY nar- 
rative. 


Theſe two gentlemen were drinking to- 
gether very late, — Mutantius had ply'd 
the other ſo faſt with glaſſes, that he be- 
came more than ordinarily intoxicated; 
— our lover obliged him to ſuffer himſelt 
to be attended home by his footman, and 
the next morning ſent a polite meſſage to 
enquire of his health; — Beechly took 
this ſo kindly, that he came immediately 
after to the lodgings of Mutantius, to 
ſhew that he was well, and to deſire he 


would do him the honour of dining with 


him that day. 


My wife, ſaid he, is in the ſtraw; but 
ſhe has a ſiſter who is at preſent with us, 
— a good ſmart well-behaved girl, and 


will receive you in the beſt manner ſhe 1 Is 
able. 


It is not to be doubted but that the 
heart of Mutantius flutter*d with the moſt 
rapturous ſenſation, on hearing himſelf 
invited to come to a a place where he was 

| lure 
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ſyre of enjoying the company of that fair 


creature he ſo much languiſh'd to behold, 
and had taken ſo much pains to ns 


| It is needleſs to ſay that he readily ac- 
cepted ſo obliging a ſummons, nor that 
he rather anticipated than prolong'd the 


appointed hour of complying with it; 


he was met by Beechly at the gate with 
all imaginable demonſtrations of a ſincere 
welcome, and conducted into the parlour, 
where Ariſtella, who ſoon after enter'd, 
was preſented to him. 


Whatever emotions Mutantius might 

feel in approaching to ſalute her, they 
were yet inferior to her's in the firſt ſur- 
priſe of ſeeing him there.; — ſhe had heard 
her brother Beechly talk of a fine gentle- 
man lately come to Canterbury, and had 
that morning received orders from him 
to prepare a handſome dinner for his en- 
tertainment; but as ſhe had not heard 
him mention the name of this new friend, 


and had no curioſity to aſk any thing 


concerning him, could little expect he 
was the ſame ſhe had ſeen at her other 
ſiſter' S in London. 


She had, it Cod from the firſt 
interview with him, been poſſeſs'd of 
ſentiments in his favour, which, if not 
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altogether ſo paſſionate as thoſe ſhe in- 
{ ired him with, were yet no leſs ſoft 


a tender; but coofoas of the vaſt dil- 
parity between their fortunes, ſhe had en- 
deavour'd to check the growth of an in- 


clination, which ſhe thought could only 
be atruttive of her peace, and if ever 
diſcover'd, render her ridiculous to the 
world. 


But on this ſecond, and 1 


meeting him again, the ſtifled wiſhes of 
her ſoul burſt out afreſh, — a ſudden 
flow of joy ruſh'd o'er ber heart, which, 


Join'd to the ſurpriſe ſhe was in, ſpread 
a kind of wild, tho' agreeable contuſion 
in her eyes and voice, while ſhe made 


him thoſe compliments which civility 


| Exacted from her to a Uranger. 


Mutantius, to hots penetrating eyes 
the change in her countenance was very 


viſible, look'd on it as a happy preſage 


of the ſucceſs of his deſign; and the ſe- 
cret pleaſure this imagination gave him 


brighten'd all his air, and added new 


graces to every thing he ſaid or did, ſo 


that poor Ariſtella became now quite loſt 


in love and admiration. 


This day proved, indeed, extremely 


ſortunate to Mutantius; — dinner was no 
ſooner 


A L * ary > 2 5 
8 282 3 : "x" 8 — „ 2 
＋ : BY * 1 


2 
* 
3 
4 
$4 
75 
EY 
5 
22 
. 
77 
3 


The Inviſible Spy. 127 
ſooner over than Beechly was call'd out 


to a perſon who waited to ſpeak with 
him on ſome buſineſs in another room ;— 


the lover took this opportunity of declaring 


his paſſion to his miſtreſs, and relating 
to her the pains he had taken to get a 
ſight of her; and the anſwers ſne made, 
tho? very modeſt and diſcreet, were ſuch 


as gave him no reaſon to deſpair. 


Beechly returning broke of their con- 


verſation, — he took Mutantius to ſhew 


him his gardens, which, tho* not orna- 


mented. with ſtatues no any exotic cu— 


riolities, were very pleaſant and large 
Mutantius was laviſh in his praiſes on 
every thing he ſaw; but above all, his 
fancy ſeem'd taken With a long grats 
walk, and a cloſe arbour at the dend of 
it; — If I had ſuch a walk as this in 


* town, faid he, I ſhould never trouble 
© the Mall, Van aß, nor Ranclagh.” | 


0 Simner you cannot carry this with 
you, reply'd Beechly, you ſhall be 
extremely welcome to make as much 


© 
© uſe of it as you think fit while yoo ſtay 


in this part of the world.” 


Mutantius thank'd Kits but ſaid he 


was an early riſer, and ſnöuld chuſe ſuch 


a walk chiefly for the ſake of meditation 
| (5 4 | in 
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in a morning, and that to come at ſuch 


hours might give too much trouble to the 
lervants. 


I can 0 remedy. that difficulty, 
ſince you make it one, aniwer'd the 
other; there is a door that opens be- 
* hind the arbour into a little field where 
I keep a cow; — I ſeldom have occa- 
« fron to make uſe of the key, and it 1s 
* at your ſervice, — ſo you may come in 
* as early or as late as you pleaſe, with- 


out difturbing any of my family, o or be- 
ing diſturbed by them.” 


The lover made a thouſand acknow- 
ledgments to him tor this favour, and re- 
ceived the key, which, in his mind, he 
loo d 1ipen as a ſure paſsport to all the 
boppineis ne wilh'd at e to enjoy. 


He went the very next morr ing, taking 


a book in his hand, to prevent ſuſpicion 


in cale he ſhould be ſeen, tho? there was 
no great danger of that, as Beechly kept 
but rwo maids and one man ſervant, who, 
it might be ſuppoſed, had too notch bu- 
ſineſs in a morning to ramble in the gar- 
dens ; but he might reaſonably hope to 
meet with Ariſtella, who having nothing 
to employ her . might probably 

amuſe 
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amuſe ſome part of it in that agreeable 
F RY” 


It is likely, however, he might have 


been diſappointed for many days to- 
gether, if fortune had not now befriend- 


ed him, as ſhe had hitherto done during 


the courſe of this adventure. 


Ariſtella was have, indeed, before kim: 


in the ſame walk, and very near the ar- 


bour through which he enter'd ; — ſhe 
had come thither to gather Cinquefoil for 


her ſiſter, the nurſe who attended her be- 


ing apprehenſive of her talling into a 
fevouriſn diſorder. 


Tis likely the was little leſs ſurpriſed 
on ſeeing him in that place, than ſhe had 


been when introduced to her by her 


brother; — but as 1 was not preſent, and 
have this part of the ſtory from the re- 
port of others, can relate nothing of the 


particulars of their diſcourſe, and only 


tay in general, that he ſpar'd no vows 
nor proteſtations to convince her of his 


_ paſſion, and that he prevail'd on her to 


return to him again, after having carry'd 
in 1 the herbs. 


His entreaties, join'd to her own ſecret 


inclinations, engag'd her to ſee him the 
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120 _ The Inviſible SP v. 
next day; , — this meeting was ſucceeded 
by another, that by a third, and ſo on 
for ſeveral mornings together, — every 
one of them ſtill more endearing him to 
her affections; but, in ſpite of the plea- 
ſure ſhe took in his addrefles, ſhe could 
not keep herſelf from tome doubt of the 
ſincerity of his paſſion, whenever ſhe re- 
fected on the inequality of their fortunes : 
— one day, expreſſing herſelf very em- 
phatically on that occaſion, he cry'd out, 
— Talk not of fortune, — by Heaven 
your heart is all I wiſh '.— this he re- 
ated ſo often, and ſo tenderly, that ſhe 
at laſt confeſs'd, — it was already his. 


Having brought her to this point, he 
now thought it proper to let her know 
the real aim of all his courtſhip ; — he 
began with telling her, that beauty, ſuch 
as hers, merited to be ſet off with all the 
advantages of dreſs and grandeur ; — that 
ſhe had waſted too much of her youth on 
4 mean dependance on her kindred ; and 
concluded with the offer of a large ſettle- 
ment, proteſting to her at the ſame time, 
that he would never marry any other wo- 
man, and that ſhe ſhould live in every 
thing like his wite except the name. 


If a dagger had pierced the gentle 


Lreatt of Ariſtella, it could not have 
given 
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given her more pain than did this cruel 
declaration ; — for ſome moments ſhe 
was unable to make any reply, but burit 
into a flood of tears, and diſcovered all 


the ſymptoms of the moſt violent grief; 
— he endeavour'd to calm this tempeſt 


in her mind, by all the arts that love and 
wit could inſpire ; : — but all was now ein 


vain,— a virtuous pride, by degrees, got 
the better of her ſorrows, and ſtarting from 
him, ſhe cry'd out, — © Deceitful and un- 
* generous man | — but think not that 
your baſe defires ſhall triumph over the 
« weakneſs I have confeſs'd for you; — 


no, — I will never ſee you more, nor 


* henceforth think of you but with horror 
and deteſtation,” 


In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe flew out of 
the arbour; — rage gave wings. to her 


feer, yet Mutantius would certainly have 
overtaken her, if the ſight of a man, 


whom Beechly had employ'd to do ſome 
work in the Saucen e had not made him 
turn back. | 


He went to his lodgings much diſcon- 
certed at this accident, but the knowledge 
he had of Ariſtella's affection for him 
kept him from totally deſpairing; — he 
repair'd to the dear arbour the next 
morning, but no Ariſtella appear'd ; 


he went "again, but had no better ſucceſs 3 3 


. * 
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— reſolved to ſee her, if poſſible, he 
made a viſit at the houſe, and told 
Beechly in a free manner, that he was 
come to take a ſecond dinner with him, 


to which he reply'd with a ent 


ſuitable to the We 


Mutantius was again diſappointed, — 


Ariſtella hearing he was there, ſent word 
to her brother that ſhe had a violent 


tooth-ach, and deſired he would excuſe 


her from coming down; — this drove 
the lover almoſt to diſtraction, — he 


went home, — wrote to her, and made 
his footman go, as of his own accord, 
to chat with the ſervants, and loyter about 
the houſe till he ſhould ſee Ariftella and 


deliver the letter to her. 


The fellow fd means to execute his 


_ commiſſion, — Ariſtella took the letter 


on his preſenting it to her, and went up 
into her chamber; but after reflecting a 
little, would not truſt her own heart ſo hr 
as to read this dangerous epiſtle, follow- 
ing the Poet's advice, 


s The nymph who hears, inclines to ſin; 
* Who parties half gives up the town, 

« And rav'nous love ſoon enters in 
Weben once the out- work's beaten 
25 down.“ 8 


She 
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She therefore put it under a cover, 
and having ſealed and directed it, came 
down and gave it to the man, ſaying, — 
| © There's my anſwer to your maſter's 
letter. | 


Never had the vanity of Mutantius 
met with ſo ſevere a ſhock, yet could he 
not forbear revering the virtue he at- 
tempted to deſtroy ; — if before he lov'd, 
he now ador'd her; and the more he 
conſider'd her perfections, the more he 
found her worthy to be his wife ; — yet, 
when he thought of marriage, the idea of 
that ſtate was irkſome to him: —he knew 
that at preſent he was the idol of the fair, 

but ſhould ceaſe to be ſo if once he became 
a huſband; — in fine, he could not bear 
to loſe his darling admiration, yet was 
equally unable to bear life without the 
enjoyment of Ariſtella. 


After ſome debate within himſelf, his 
paſſion, however, got the better of his 
vanity, and he reſolved to marry Ariſtella; 
but which way to let her know he meant 
todo ſo, ſcem'd as great a difficulty as 
any he had pals'd through in attempting to 
ſeduce her :—he was convinced ſhe would 
neither ſee him nor receive a letter from 
him, yet, in ſpite of all this, love fertile 
| in 
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in contrivances, put a ſtratagem into his 


head, which had the defired nor, it 
was this: | 


\ 


 Beechly' 8 n ſon had not been 
yet baptiz' d, on account of the mother's 
having been more than ordinarily indiſ- 
poſed during her lying-in; — he offered 
himſelf to be one. of the ſponſors at the 
font, which the other gladly accepted, 
having already troubled many his 
friends on the like: occaſion : — Ariſtella 
could not now avoid his preſence, but be- 
haved with ſo much reſerve, ſcarce ever 
looking towards him, that a man leis con- 


ſcious of his own merit might have been 


abaſh'd. — After ſome time, when moſt _ 
of the company were engaged in conver- 
ſation, he found an opportunity to ſay to 
her,,— Madam, I beſeech you will for- 


give the raſh propoſal I preſum'd to 


make you; — be aſſur'd I have heartily 
« repented of it, and have now no deſigns 
upon you but what are truly honour- 
able; — to which ſhe reply*d, — Sir, 
© I ſhall never believe a man means me well 
* who has once thought ſo poorly of me.“ 
— * I only beg, reſumed he, the liberty 
of entertaining you once more in pri- 
vate, and if what I have then to ſay 
does not merit your pardon and your 
6 * fayour 1 ſhall leave Canterbury, and 
| perhaps 


gy 
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* perhaps the world, for ever.. He could 
add no more at chat time, Beechly call'd 
to him to pledge him in a bumper to the 
young Chriſtian; but before they parted 
he found means to enforce what he had 
laſt ſaid, and ſpoke with fo moving an air 
that ſhe conſented to ſee him the next 
morning. + 


The conſequence of this interview was 
a full forgivneſs for what was paſt on 
the ſide of Ariſtella, and on that of Mu- 
tantius a ſolemn vow of making her his 
wife the moment ſhe conſented to be fo; 
but added, that there were fome circum- 
ſtances in his affairs which required their 
marriage ſhould be kept ſecret for a time: 
— to this laſt article ſhe made no direct 
anſwer at preſent, but the next day, when 
they met again by appointment, ſuffer'd 
herſelf to be overcome by his perſuaſions, 
and promiſed that every thing ſhould be 
as he would have it. 


In 1. it was at laſt agreed between 


8 chen that he ſhould return to London in a 


few days, and that ſhe ſhould follow as 
ſoon as her ſiſter's recovery permitted her 
to take her leave with COT: | 


' Bock hols . were now in a ſtate 


of " Prin contentment, and each of them 
| obſerved 
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obſerved the promiſe given to the other 
with the utmoſt punctuality; but what 


afterwards befel them muſt * the _ 
of another . 


CHAP. IX. 


Contains only a continuation of the ſame 
narrative, begun im the foregoing 
Chapter, and wrll not be concluded 
in this. 


Utantius having been 1 by 


in which ſhe ſhould come to town, went 
in his own coach as far as Greenwich to 
meet her, and conducted her to a very 
handſome and well furniſh'd lodging, in 
one of the moſt airy and beſt ſtreets near 
Bloomſbury-Square, where he had alſo 
provided a footman and maid- ſervant to 
attend her. 


She was at firſt a little ſcrupulous of 
putting herſelf under his protection, till 
the ſacred ceremony ſhould have »nited 
her to him for ever: — he perceived the 
apprehenſions ſhe was under, and imme- 
Hiately relieved them by renewing; his pro- 
teſtations, that the next morning ſhould. 
make his perſon as inviolably her's as his 
heart had been from the firſt moment he 

beheld 


a letter from Ariſtella, of the day | 
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beheld her, and at the ſame time ſhew'd 
her a ring and marriage licence, which he 
had already n tor that purpole. 


He ſupp'd with her that evening, but 
when it was over very reſpectfully retir'd, 
to leave her to that repoſe which he judg'd 
neceſſary after the fatigue of her journey. 


I come now to that part of the ſtory 
which I had an opportunity of being both 
an eye and ear witneſs of: — I was ac- 
quainted with the gentlewoman of the 
houſe where Ariſtella was placed, and hap- 
pen'd to call there on ſome buſineſs the 


very next morning after that young beauty 
had been brought thither. 


My ien ccd me, among other diſ- 
courſe, that ſne had lett her lodgings at a 
very high rent; but was a little apprehen- 
ſive that the perſon they were for was no 
better than a kept woman: — on m 

aſking what ground ſhe had for ſuch a 
ſuſpicion, ſhe reply'd, — that ſhe had lett 
her lodgings to a gentleman of fortune, 
call'd Mutantius, tor the uſe of a lady 
whom he brought to take poſſeſſion of 
them the night before, and that he had al- 
ſo hired ſervants to wait upon her, who 
ſhe found knew as little of the perſon 
they were to ſerve as ſhe did. 1 
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She farther added, that the lady was 
extremely young, the moſt beautiful crea- 
ture ſhe ever faw in her life ; — and that 
ſhe could not help thinking it a little odd, 
that ſuch a one ſhould be under the care 
of ſo gay and airy-a _ as Mutantius. 


As I was perfectly acquainted with the 


character of Mutantius, I. was a good 
deal of opinion that ſhe. was in the right; 

— I adviſed her, however, to ſay nothing 
till ſhe ſhould ſee farther into the matter, 


and not loſe ſo beneficial a lodger on a 2 


bare conjecture. 


She approv'd of what 1 dad, as I 
took my leave, but not to go home, — 
what ſhe had told me fill'd me with a 


curioſity to diſcover ſomething more of 


this affair, ſo went no farther than the 
firſt blind alley I found, where I put on 
my Inviſible Belt, and returned again juſt 
as Mutantius Knock U at the door, e 
enter;d with him and follow'd him u 

ſtairs; — the ſight of Ariſtella convinced 
me that the good woman had not been 
miſtaken in the deſcription ſhe gave me of 
her; — the lovers ran into each other's 


arms, and Mutantius looking on her with 
the n tenderneſs r thus: 


Mutant ius. 


P 


* 


FE 


-- 
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Mutantius. Now, my deareſt Ari- 


ſtella, I am come to put a final end to 
all your doubts either of my love or 
honour.” | 


Ariſtella.” I am pleaſed to think 
that the perfect confidence I have ſhewn 


in both gives me ſome ſort of claim to. 


the proof you are now about to give of 
them, ſince I muſt confeſs myſelf in 
every other reſpect ſo een of 
your: 


Mutantins. * You are worthy of every 


thing; — but, my dear, you forget 


that there is another teſtimony that 1 


expect from you of the regard you have 
for 12 | 


Ariftella. C Nanak it, that: my ready 


compliance may convince you how 


happy I think myſelf 1 in every N 


tunity of obliging you.” 


Mutantius. It is that you will be 


content that for ſome time our mar- 
riage may be kept a ſecret.” 


Ariſtella « You know I have already | 
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Mutantius, © Yes,—in general terms; 
© — but you have ſiſters who are very 
dear to you, and tho? I doubt not of 
their diſcretion, I cannot think a 1 
ſafe when truſted in ſo many hands: 
Will then your love for me enable You 
to endure their reproaches for your ſup- 
poſed diſhonour, rather than reveal 
* what is inconvenient for me to be made 
, known * 


| Arifeils. « The trial i is 2 little ſevere, 
1 8 but will not laſt for ever.“ 


ane No, my dear, a time 
will come when your innocence ſhall be 
© fully clear'd, and like the ſun, ſhine 
brighter after this ſhort eclipſe ; — till 
© then, may I depend that the name of 
© wife and huſband ſhall be known only. 
, between ourſelves *? 


Ariſtella. You may.” 
Mutantins. CM Swear i it then.” 


Ariſtella, * * all chat 8 Gicred. y 


Mutantiur, Hold, my dear; — 7. 
4 would have yu firſt underſtand the full | 
extent 
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extent of the vow you are about to 


make; — you {wear that no imaginary 
provocation on my ſide, nor no unjuſt 


contempt nor ill treatment you may 


meet with from the world, ſhall ever 


extort from you a confeſſion that you 
are my wife, till I myſelf ſhall publickly 
d you to ve lo.” | 


Ariſtella. All this ! 3 ſwear, 
and invoke Heaven to bleſs me as I 
ſhall religiouſly obſerve Mo; 


Mutantius. * . generous 
creature, and in return, to prevent 
all future apprehenſions in prejudice 
of my faith or conſtancy from riſing 
in your gentle breaſt, if it were 


poſſible for me to take a baſe advantage 


of the obligation I have laid you under, 


and make my addreſſes to another wo- 


mam on the ſcore of marriage, I here 
releaſe you from your vow, and leave 
you at liberty to declare yourſelf my 
wife, aſſert your prior right, and pro- 


claim me for a villain.” 


Ari bella Heaven forbid it | ſhould 


ever come ta that. 


 Mutantiu', * No, my Ariſtella, — 
there ! is no danger, 1 have already re- 
* jected 


. 
* 
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„ © 


« jefted greater offers than ever can be 


made to me again: — to deal ſincerely 
with you, — there has been always in 
my nature an extreme repugnancy to 


the name of marriage; the name of 


huſband was irkſome to me; — no wo- 


man but yourſelf had ever charms to 


reconcile me to it; but your beauty, 


your ſweetneſs, your unaffected modeſty, 


have now inform'd my ſoul, and by de- 


grees will make me as proud of Hy- 
men's fetters as I ſhould once have been 


aſham'd of them.” 


Ariſtella. It ſhall be my whole ſtudy 


to make them eaſy to you. 


 Mutantius. © 1 know. it will ; "i but 


come, my love, — a coach waits to car- 


ry us to church, — that ſolemn ſcene 


which fixes the everlaſting happineſs or 


miſery of all who approach it in the 
manner we do.“ 


On venoledirg theſe words he took her 
by the hand and led her down ſtairs, — 1 


was cloſe behind them when they went 
into the coach, which was order'd to drive 
to Clerkenwell; — I preſently ſuppos'd 
he made choice of this place as there was 
the leaſt danger of his vine ſen by any 
one who knew him- 


I fol- 
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I follow'd on foot, 3 came time 


enough to the church to ſee Mutantius 


reſign that liberty he had once ſet ſo high 
a value on as to reſolve never to part 
with; — the ceremony of marriage was 
performed by the curate of the pariſh, and 
the clerk officiated as father to give away 
the bride ; —after all was over, Mutan- 
tius defier'd their marriage might be re- 
giſter'd, and a certificate of it given to 
Ariſtella; — both which were accordingly 
done, 


I now left the new wedded pair to diſ- 


poſe of themſelves as they thought fit, and 
return'd to my apartment in order to ru- 
minate at leiſure on an adventure which 
ſeem'd to me to have in it many incon- 


liſtencies. 


To find that Mutantius, after having re- 


fuſed ſome of the beſt fortunes and moſt 


lovely women in the kingdom, ſhould 
give his hand to a girl like Ariſtella, who 
tho! poſſeſsꝰ d of every amiable qualification 
of the mind, was yet as inferior in beauty 
as in the goods of fortune; this, I ſay, 
afforded much matter of aſtoniſhment. to 
me, yet the injunction he had laid her un- 
der of keeping their marriage a ſecret ap- 

pear'd 
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pear'd to me a ſtill greater ſubject for ſpe- 


[| culation. 

. At firſt I fear'd he did not mean her 
= fair; but when the care he took to have 
'F their marriage regiſter'd, and a certificate 
=_ | of it to be deliver'd to her, contradicted 
ll | * 8 

ll! | that opinion, and I began to think, that as 

| fancy is more prevalent than judgment in 
7% the affairs of love, he really thought her 
worthy of being his wife, and would one 
ll day publickly acknowledge her to be ſuch, 
5 _ tho? at preſent the tenderneſs he had for 
| her was not ſtrong enough to overcome 
1's the vanity. of being admir'd by others, 
\'F which he thought would ceaſe, and he 
. ſhould paſs unregarded by the reſt of the 
FH fair ſex, when he ſhould be known to 
1 have attach*d himſelf to one by marriage. 

| E The more I thought on this adventure, 
118 the more I was confounded ; and the re- 


ſult of all my meditations was, that it 
muſt be left to time to unravel the myſtery ; 
— I kept, however, a watchful eye on the 


| behaviour of Mutantius, but was little the 
1135 wiſer for the pains. | took, as I found he 
itt lived in the ſame gay and gallant manner 
= he had always done in reſpect to the 
| ladies, „ 15 | 


Ir 
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It was about a month, as near as I can 
remember, after his marriage with Ari- 
ſtella, that a young beauty, calld Eluthe- 
ria, appear 'd in town; — the late death 
of her father had left her miſtreſs of a 


very large fortune, and with it, what 


perhaps was not leſs pleaſing to her, the 
full enjoyment of that liberty, which, 
during his e had been much reſtrain'd, 


A new Face; S without the addition of 
any extraordinary beauty, is of itſelf ſuf- 
ficient to draw after it a train of admi- 
rers; but Elutheria had charms, which, 
join'd to thoſe of novelty, made it not 
ſtrange that — ane En Verdun the 
general toaſt. | | 


The firſt time [Matantive FEA her. was 
at the Playhouſe ; ; — he was there with 
Apamia, — ſhe happen d to be ſeated, 
with two other ladies, in a box juſt op- 
poſite to them; but hot knowing who ſhe 
was, had perhaps taken no notice of her, 
if Apamia had not indiſereetly mention'd 


her to him; — I was ſitting behind them, 


and heard chis none Ag NE: : 


„ C Do you ſee Elutheria * 
165 ere Ot: J | 
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Mulantius. 7 What! ſhe that * ſo 
great a noiſe in town? "Gp 88 


4 „ e is ſhe ©? 


Apen. She in mourning juſt over- 
£ « againſt us. — I find her beauty has burt 
little effect on you, chat — ** nt 
5s. obſerve her before. 


 Mutantius. I was too much 3 up 


s. id er, have mare near, madam. 


Abamia. 1 Nay, for my part, I can 

£ ſee nothing extraordinary in her; — 
« 8 ſhe is he moſt inſipid creature in 
s the world ; — I have been in her com- 
* pany, and ſhe has not a word to ſay oy 
* herſelf, 


Mutanins, f Well I OS any 
man can be charm'd with a woman 
s that has not wit; — one may as well 


£ fall in love with a fine picture as with 
a fine. woman without a tongue; but 


s: where wit and beauty are united, as in 


the divine Apanaia, all hearts muſt yield. 


Apamia. You fatter me, Mutantius.” 


Muta ntius, * No, by Heaven you 

S are in reality what the Poet ſays of 
Corrinna.“ Ut + 

1 
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« All that deſire can wiſh, or fancy form.” 


All the anſwer ſhe gave to this was 4 
look full of languiſhment, accompany'd 
with a little pat on his ſhoulder with her 


fan, and then turn'd from him to obſerve 


what was doing on the ſtage ; — but in 
ſpite of the fine things he had been ſaying 
to her, I eaſily diftinguiſh'd, from the 


firſt mention of Elutheria's name, a cer- 


| tain reſtleſsneſs in him for a more full 
view of that celebrated beauty. 


He had never been practis'd in the 


virtue of ſelf-denial, and was not of a hu- 


mour to put any check on his inclinations, 
of what kind ſoever they were; — he ſoon 
after made an excuſe to Apamia for 
leaving her a few minutes, -telling her he 


ſaw a gentleman on the other ſide of the 


houſe whom he muſt needs ſpeak with. 


The perfon with whom he pretended 
to have bufineſs was ſeated at the very 
end of one of the benches in the pit, juſt 
under Elutheria's box, ſo that he could 
not have thought on a more commodious 
| ſituation for the gratification of his curio- 

ſity. | . 
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The play acted that night afforded me 


little matter of entertainment, and I left it 


at the beginning of the fourth act: — as 
1 was paſſing behind the boxes, to go out 
of the houſe, I met Mutantius returning 


to Apamia, but firſt heard him give di- 


rections to one of the orange-women to 
carry a paper of ſweetmeats to the lady 
in mourning, the next box but one to the 
ſtage, with the compliments of a ne- : 
man unknown. 


This incident, 1 to ſome . [ 
had been witneſs of, made me pity poor 
Ariſtella, who tho' married infinitely be- 
yond her hopes in point of fortune, and to 
one ſhe paſſionately loved, could not be 
expected to enjoy a laſting or ſincere hap- 
pineſs with a man of ſo vain, ſo volatile, 
and fo uncertain a diſpoſition. | 


A very little time afterwards convinc'd 


me that Mutantius was not the leſs general 


lover for being a huſband, — he met 


| Elutheria at the route of a lady of his ac- 


quaintance ; — ſhe appear'd more lovely 
to him at this ſecond ſight even than at 


the firſt, and the ſprightlineſs of her hu- 


mour gave a double luſtre to the graces 
of her perſon ; — ſhe has, indeed, charms 
which might inſpire the moſt tender emo- 

1 1 tions 


a 


The Inv able Sev. 149 


tions in the heart of any man, — that of 


Mutantius could not but cenfefs their 


force, and the liking he had for her, 


join'd to the ambition of being firſt in 
tne eſteem of a woman who was at pre- 
ſent the firſt in the eſteem of moſt men, 
made him omit nothing that might con- 
duce to the gratification of that darling. 
paſſion. ä 


His fine perſon, — his flowing wit, 
his engaging manner of addreſs,- had 
11 many "conqueſts without deſigning: 


but here, — where he exerted all his- 
FR, — calPd the dying Cupids to 


his eyes, and ſeem'd to breathe nothing. 
but love and ſoft defire, it is not to be 


wonder'd at that he ſtole upon the rind 
of a young maid, altogether unprepar d 
8 for ſo dangerous a rencounter. 


In fine, ſhe lov'd him, bed 


mir'd him to that infatuated degree, that 
ſhe was proud of doing ſo, — glory'd in 

the chains of her too amiable vanquiſher, 
and attempted not to conceal them.“ 


Apamia, who. for ſome months had 
thought herſelf the ſupreme ſovereign of 


his heart, was almoſt diſtracted on finding 
ſhe had ſo powerful a competitor z — all 


the inconſtancy of Mutantius could not 
H 3 render 
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render him leſs dear to her; — but the 
charms ob her for whoſe ſake ſhe thought 
herſelf neglected became ſo odious in her 


eyes, that ſhe ſpar'd nothing which female 
wit and malice could ſuggeſt to blacken 


her character, and make her x: tn con- 
| temptible to the world. 

1 The ended condud of Elutheria, 
Wl 4 aſſiſting the envy of her rival, this late 
Will | celebrated beauty became as much deſpis'd 
11 as ſhe had been once ador'd; but all ab- 
i! | forb'd in love and its fallacious Joys, ſhe 
1 telt not the weight of her misfortune, be- 
i ( cauſe ſhe ſaw it not, *till Mutantius him- 


lelf had gain'd his point, and ſhew'd the 
world he had bore away the prize fo 
many in vain had aim'd at, open'd her 


Hl _ deluded eyes by treating her with a cold 
MBE indifference and pal pable neglect. 
EW + | | | 
18! But now, — methinks Fiber the reader 
IF! out with ſome impatience, — © How 
1 « did Ariſtella behave all this time? How 
IF} could ſhe, the lawful wife of this incon- 
N. ©. ftant man, ſupport the ſhare that others 
| | 1 © had in his affections ?? — It is, indeed, 
ah} impoſſible for me to ſay in what manner 
18 ſhe would have reſented fo provoking a 
iv circumſtance if known to her; but ſhe 
is | | liv*d too retir'd for this misfortune to 
1 reach her ears; — ſhe had, however, 


other 
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ether troubles more than ſufffcient for 
human fortitude to ſuſtain, but of What 


nature they were mult be left to ms next 
chapter to explain. 


CHAP. X. 


The cataſtrophe of this adventure cans 
not fail of exciting compaſſion in the 
breaſts of my fair readers, and alſo 

afford much matter of” ſpeculati on to 


thoſe of the other ſex. 


HE pu urſuit of other adventures 
which ſhall be inſerted in their pro- 
per places before the concluſion of this 
work, hinder'd me for a long time from 
going to ſee in what manner Ariſtella was 
treated by Mutantius; but at length, 
ſome uneaſy reflexions on her account 
raiſed an impatience in me to know the 
certainty of her preſent ſtate. 


Accordingly I went one day to the” 
| houſe where ſhe was lodg'd; but, to my 


great ſurpriſe, found ſhe had made but 


a ſhort ſtay there, and had been removed 
a conſiderable time before my coming: 


on my aſking ſome queſtions of my * 
1 ” con- 


The Inviſible r. ret 


152 The Trofible Sp * 


concerning the reaſon of it, the good 
woman anſwer' d me in theſe or the like 


terms: 


1 « The affair was ak as expettcd, 
1 ſaid ſhe; I pity the poor young gentle- 
1 woman, indeed, — ſhe has not the looks 

© of ſuch a one; — but J ſuppoſe ſhe has 

| been decoy'd by abundance of fair pro- 
I b * miſes : — I wonder, however, that Mu- 

mW;  * tantius, knowing the character of m 

| * houſe, and that I always had people of 

1 the beſt faſhion lodge with me, ſhould 

| offer to bring a kept-miſtreſs under my 

8} roof; but J was very free with him, — 
| 1 told him my mind "uy 6 on the 

occaſion. | 


And pray what anſwer did he make, 
c 60 U with ſome impatience, — when 
. Jou call d her a kept - miſtreſs? 


Very little to the urpoſe, truly, re- 
fſum'd ſhe; he only 500 that ſhe was a 
« 1 and a friend of his, and as 
* ſuch expected I ſhould treat her civilly; 
— I told him it was not in my nature 
to treat any body uncivilly, but that I 
would encourage no ſuch doings, and 
therefore deſir'd he would provide an- 
other lodging for her ; — on this he 


| flew into a paſſion, — told me I was an 
I | 4 1 igno- 


* 
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ignorant fooliſh woman, and the like ; 
— but I did not regard his bouncing, 


A OG 


© and as he found I was reſolute, bag. 
« his madam away in a few. days alter- 
„ wards. LED | 5 


* . . 


The manner in which this woman poke - 


made me extremely commiſerate the con- 1 f 
dition of poor Ariſtella, who, though a "TY 
3 lawful wife, was. obliged, through "the — 0 


caprice of Mutantius, Band the vow ſhe 
had taken, to endure all the contumelyx 
due to a proſtitute. | 


F woulet have given 8 any 1 
but the ſecret of my Inviſible Belt and 
Tablets to have clear'd Atiſtella's inno- 
cence in the fulleſt manner to this ſcru- 
pulous gentlewoman; but as there was: 
no doing the one without the other, L. 
was compell'd to content myſelf with 
getting out of her directions to the place 
where this much injur'd beauty was re- 
moved, reſolving to take the firſt oppor- 
runity, to ſee what attonement the beha- 
viour of Mutantius made to her in pri- 
vate, for the injuſtice he did her reputa- 
tion in public. E 
I was ſo lucky as to find them to- 
gether the firſt day I went ; but the ſcene 
: F was witneſs of, inſtead of diminiſhing, . 


7. 5 | Very, 
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very much added to the concern I had 
carry'd with me, as every good-natur'd 
reader, on we reciting it, will believe, 


Ariſtella was ſitting very melancholy 


in one corner of the room, — Mutantius 


in another, with all the marks of diſcon- 


tent and ill-humour in his countenance ; = 
— by what follow'd, it appears that ſhe 


had been ſpeaking ſomewhat to him in 
relation to the diſcovery of their mar- 
riage ; — I doubt not, by what I ſaw of 

her behaviour both before and afterwards, 


that ſhe expreſs'd herſelf in very gentle 


terms on the occaſion ; but the bare men- 
tion of ſuch a thing, to a man of his pre- 
ſent way of thinking, was of itſelf a ſuf- 
cient offence. | 


1 likes already deſcrib'd the ooftare I 
12 him in; but juſt as I enter'd the 
room he reply d to what ſhe had ſaid, 
and that reply drew on a converſation 


which let me into the whole of both their 
E#ntiments. 


Mutantins. 8 I am ſorry to find you 


have ſo little regard for me; and, in- 


« deed, ſo little prudence, as whenever I 
© am with you to fall eternally upon a 
fubject which you know is ſo e 


* * o me.“ 


Ariſtella. 


% „ 
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Abella. 


Mulantius. 


for me to reveal them.” 


ox Oh, Mutantius ! 1 


Ariſtella. 


If you 1 me half fo: 
well as you once pretended, it would 
not be ſo diſagreeable ; ; — and you 
would, at leaſt, acquaint me with the 
reaſons which oblige me to live in the 
manner Ido.“ 


0 Perhaps it is not ep 


know not what to think of my condi- 


Mutantius. 


if I do not ſtill continue to do ſo it is 
your own fault ; — I hate to be teaz d: 
— beſides, the conditions of our marriage 


tion. — Why did you marry me: 112 


* 


5 ” . 
-- Z : * 
_ 


6; Becauſe I then liked f 
you better than any other woman, and 


were that it ſhould be kept a ſecret,* 


Ariſtella. 


Mutantius. 


ſhor ten'd by your im patience.” | 


Ariſtella. 
break. 


c Yes, - — for a time.“ 


+ 
— 


"© That time will not be 


It may, — for if it laſt 
much longer my heart infallibly. mulſb- 


H 6. 


* 


. 1 18 1 ; 
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. 


. ; « Piſh, — women's hearts 


are not of ſuch brittle ſtuff; — the head 


is in more danger, when ſuell'd with 
ſenſeleſs pride and 1 of 


Ariftella. + Indeed, fir, 1 think it 


would at leaſt become you to be a little 


more ſerious on the occaſion.” 


es 6 With all my heart, ma- 
dam, — as ſerious as you pleaſe ; — 
for faith I am not in a humour to he 
very merry: — {ertouſly then, you 
ſeem to me to be one of the moſt un- 
grateful, and moſt unreaſonable wo- 
men under the fun.—Have I not taken 
you from a mean dependance on your 


ſiſters, who I believe could but il! ſpare 
the ſcanty helps you received from 


them? — Have you not now good 


lodgings, ſervants to wait on you, and 


an allowance ſufficient to ſupport you in 

a faſhion beyond what you could ever 
= expected? — yet all this is no- 
thing in "Four account.” 


Aviftella. g Nothing, when balanced 


againſt a life of infamy: — the very 


ſervants you upbraid me with deſpiſe 


me while they ſerve me; — the people 


of the houſe treat me but with an en- 


8 forced 
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forced civility ; ; — I paſs my -days as 
one who was an alien to the world, and 
had no bulineſs in it; — never partake 
the joys of ſocial converſation, — never. 
viſit, nor am viſited, and ſcarce dare 
venture to breathe the freſhneſs of the 
open air, leſt I ſhould be ſeen by any 
who have known me, eſpecially by my 
ſiſters, who, mean as you think of 
them, know how to ſet a juſt value 

upon reputation, and to ſcorn all the 
riches 0 the earth without it. 


Abtei, . fine eatelogue 


of complaints, truly. — Have you any 


more to add wy 


3 4riftella.' © Yes, — one thing more, 


which, with what indifference ſoever 
you may now regard me, ought not, 
methinks, to eſcape your conſideration; 


— you know I am far advanced in my 


pregnancy; — perhaps too of a ſon; 


and can you ſupport the thoughts, that 


an infant, born the lawful heir of your 


eſtate and name, ſhall be ſaluted, on 


his firſt ſeeing light, with the odious 
title of ſpurious offspring, —a baſtard ? 


 Mutantius. * What will he bis the 


worſe, — unleſs you expect to have ſo 


wiſe a child as to know what 1 is ſaid 
by e 


358 The Trroifible sr v. 


of him as ſoon as he comes into the 
c world ?? 


. 3 Oh, Mutantius ! — Mu- 
** tantius 8 N is cructHeahng, 


She ſaid no- more, but wept bitterly 5. 
— Mutantius, who it muſt be own*d has | 
ſome good-nature, feem'd much mov*d at 
ſeeing her thus, and having look'd on 
her ſome moments with a great deal of 
tenderneſs, bid her come to him; — ſhe 
obey' d, but advanced with the moſt ſor- 
rowful and dejected air; — he pull'd her 
to him, — made her ſit upon his knee, 

1 and kiſſing away the tears which abun- 
1 dantly ftream'd from her lovely eyes 
| Gown even to her boſom, he = thus: 

1 
14 an 0 Come, my poor Ari- 
"h 3 | ©: ſtella, do not be fo fooliſh, — you have 
it "po cauſe for weeping, — you know 
ut « yourſelf virtuous, — and I know you 
© are ſo, — and have no need to be af. 
1 flicted at the miſtaken opinion others 
. * may have of you, — eſpecially as it is 
12 not to laſt always.“ 


= | | criſes, © If I were certain when this 
1 * event would happen, even though it 
"If © were much longer than I hope it will, . 
9 1 — with patience wait. 
Muan- 


Mutantius, * You muſt depend for 
that upon my love and honour ;z — it is 
not in my power to aſſign the very day 
and hour: — to deal ſincerely with you, 
I have been a railer at marriage, —- 
have refus'd offers of that nature as 

* 


much above my expectations as I was 


above your's, — and 1 cannot all at 
y 


Q 


once ſubmit to be pointed at for a huſ- 


© band, and hear people laugh and cry 
© out, — that I had thrown myſelf away; 


© but this, my dear, you may aſſure your- 


© ſelf, that I will endeavour to get rid of 
© theſe ſcruples as ſoon as poſſible; — in 
© the mean time, I will give you as much 
© of my company as can be ſpar'd from 

© buſinels and other attachments which 

© are not to be diſpenced with; — I 
© came on purpoſe to devote this whole 
day to you, drive me not from you by 


your diſcontent ; — kiſs. me, and give 


© me your promiſe that you will be entire-- 


She comply'd readily with the firſt part: 


of this injunction, and ſaid ſhe would do 


the beſt to perform the other; — with 


this he ſeem'd highly ſatisfy'd, and bid her 


ring the bell for a ſervant to go and order 


a dinner to be prepar'd for them at an ad- 
Jacent tavern and ſent home; — juſt as 


ſhe- 
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. open'd ppm and faw it contain'd. 
theſe lines: | 


„Beaux, to be held in my drawing- 
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he was about to do as he deſir'd, her 
maid came running into the room and 
told him that one of his footmen was be- 
low, and ſaid he had ſomething of the 
utmoſt conſequence to deliver to him 3 
Mutantius, on hearing this, went to che. 
top of the ſtair- caſe and call'd the fellow | 
up, who preſented him with a letter, fay- 
ing at the lame time, 


Footman. © From Apamia, fir, — 
© her footman was ſo preſſing to have it 
«. deliver'd to your honour, that I pro- 
© mis*d I would endeavour to find you, 


and bring her ladyſhip an anſwer.” 
Mutantius. You did well. 


er behind win white le 


To MuTanTivs: 
„ Dear Agreeable, 


ce: | Hp ſubpœna demands your pre- 
ſence 0 a court of Belles and 


% room this evening at ſix preciſely ; — 
0 fail not to come on penalty of for- 


„ feiting your character of politeneſs, 
nor leave behind you any of thoſe ta- 


„ lenis. 
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lents which will ſerve to render the 
« ſacrifice we propoſe to mirth and 
© gayety complete ;—you know yourſelf 
the life and ſoul of converſation; your 
«© abſence, therefore, at this time, would 
„be unpardonable : — if your watch 
«© ſhould happen to go too faſt, or any 
_ © other accident make you. anticipate the 
appointed hour, and you come before 
the reſt of the company, you need not 
Y e being turn'd back, hy 


0 Yours, &c. &c. 


28 APAMIA. oo 


9 


o 


Having read this little billet, he bid 
his man fly to Apamia and carry her his 
compliments, with an aſſurance that he 
would do himſelf the honour to be punc- 
_ tual in obeying her commands; — then 

turn *d into the room and ſaid 1 to Ariel : 


 Mutantius. * 1 455 e my dear, 1 
cannot ſtay with you as I promiſed ; — 
ſome friends deſire my company this 
afternoon, and I cannot poſſibly excuſe. 
myſelf from Complying dein their re- 
queſt.” | 


AA «k aa «a 


Ariftella.” « You will dine with me, 
however?“ ; hs 
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Mutantins.. 6 It will be utterly i incon- 
© yenient for me to do fo; — it is now 
near two o'clock, — I am to meet the 
© company at ive, and muſt new drels ; 

* ſo you will excuſe me.” 


Ariſtella. Sr When may I hope to ſee 
© you again?” | B 
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 Mutantius. © To-morrow, perhaps, — 
| or next day, — I cannot ſay exactly 
14 when; but I will come ſoon. — Fare- 
1 * wel, — make yourſelf eaſy.” 


| In ſpeaking thefe laſt words he 

| her a flight ſalute, and went down *$ 
careleſly humming part of an Italian air, 
| | leaving his turtle to moan the abſence of 
TH her inconſtant mate. 


119 8 By what I had now ſeen of the beha- 
ii viour and diſpoſition of Mutantius, I 
found reaſon to believe it would be yet a 
1 great while before he would bring him- 

1 ſelf to make a declaration of his mar- 

1 riage, ſo reſolved not to take the trouble 
__ of any farther inquiſitions, but wait till 
— common fame ſhould give me intelli- 
Va gence of it, 
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This event, however, happen'd much 
ſooner than 1 expected; but was brought 
about by an accident which excited the 
_ extremeſt pity inſtead of congratulations; 
—the unfortunate Ariſtella was not born 
to enjoy a happineſs ſhe ſo ardently had 
wiſh'd for, and ſo long been made to 
hope; — death alone had the power to 

give what life in vain had waited for; 
and the ſame breath which told me Mu- 


tantius had acknowledged her for his wife, 


” inform me alſo that ſhe was no more. 


Ariſtella, on der leaving the country, 
was charg*d with letters and ſome little 
preſents from mrs. Beechly to her two 
liſters in London; but being hinder'd 
from executing this commiſſion in per- 
ſon, by the obligation Mutantius had laid 
her under, ſhe ſent what was entruſted 
to her care by a porter, accompany*d with. 
a little billet from herſelf ; in which ſhe 
told them, — that an affair of the utmoſt 
_ conſequence kept her at preſent from ſee- 
ing them, but that ſhe hoped to do ſo in 
a ſhort time, and would then acquaint 
them with the reaſons for having abſented 
herſelf, and begg'd they would entertain 
no unfavourable thoughts of her conduct 
in this point. 
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As ſhe was circumſtanced, it was hot 
in her power to have acted otherwiſe than 
ſhe did; yet what ſatisfaction could ſuch 
a letter as this give to the two ſiſters ? — 


for a girl, ſo young and beautiful as ſhe _ [ 


was, to baniſh herſelf from her kindred, 
without acquainting them with the motive 
of her doing ſo, or the place to. which 


ſhe was retir'd, had a right to raiſe in 


them conjectures of the very worſt ſort : 


— they were almoſt diſtracted at the 
thoughts of her ſuppoſed ruin, and ipar'd 
no pains to find her out, in order to 
bring her home, and ſnatch her from the 
ſhame they imagin' d ſhe was involved in. 


Fruitleſs was their ſearch for a "FAA 
time; but chance, at length, diſcover'd 
to them not only where ſhe lived, but 
alſo that ſhe was ſupported by a gentle- 


man; and, in fine, that ſhe was look'd 


upon as a kept-miſtreſs : — quite tranſ- 
ported with grief and rage, they went to 
the houſe where ſhe was Jodg'd, and the 


door happening to be open, flew up 
ſtairs without any ceremony and burſt in 


in upon her; — the ſight of her, for her 
pregnancy was very viſible, added to the 
paſſions they were before enflam'd with 

— they reproach'd, — they revil'd her in 


the moſt bitter terms, w. while Poor Ariſtella, 
bound. 


De Inviſible Spy. 16; 
bound by the fatal oath ſhe had taken, 
could ſay nothing in defence of her in- 
nocence, but what ſerved to convince 
them more fully of her guilt 


After bavieg loaded her with. oppro- 
brious names, and railed themſelves quite 
out of breath, they left her with the ſame 
precipitation they had come, vowing 


never more to lee or think of her as a 
ſiſter. | 


Impoſſible is it for any one to conceive 
what the ſoul of Ariſtella ſuffer'd in this 
ſhocking ſtroke, — conſcious of inno- 
cence, yet labouring under all the appear- 
ance of guilt ; — ſcandaliz' d, abus'd by 
thoſe to whom ſhe had been ſo dear, yet 


5 incapable either of defending her wrong'd 


virtue, or of blaming the ſeverity ſhe was 
treated with for her ſuppos'd fall every 
paſſion that can agitate the human heart 
at once aſſail'd, and overwhelm'd her with 
a variety of anguiſh the force of which 
had ſuch an effect upon her as to cauſe an 
abortion that fame night, and alſo to 
throw her into convulſions, which in a 
few hours render'd her liſe n of by 
all about her. 


In * intervals, between thoſe. fits 
which eats her of all ſenſe and _— 
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without ſeeing him; — meſſengers were 


cry'd out for Mutantius, — ad 2 
Wt he was, and ſaid ſhe could not die 


immediately diſpatch'd to him with this 


dreadful meſlage ; 
it, — he ſeem'd greatly affected at the 
condition he found her in, but was much 


more ſo when he was informed by her 


maid what it was had thrown her into it; 


— ſhe was inſenſible on his entrance, but 


recovering ſoon after, and ſeeing him ſo 
near her, catch'd hold of his hand, and 


with agonies inexpreſſible, ſaid to him, 
— Oh! Mutantius, you now will be 
rid of a tie you have been aſham'd to 


* own.' — No, by Heaven! cry'd he, 
Live, live, Ariſtella, and I will declare 


to all the world that you are my wife, 


my lawful married wife.“ 


Whether it were chis ſudden * of 
joy, on hearing him ſpeak theſe words, 
that was too powerful for her weakneſs 


to ſuſtain, or that the lamp of life was 
waſted by the s ſhe had before 
endur d, is altogether uncertain, but ſhe 


expir'd that moment, yielding up her laſt 


breath on the boſom of her too late re- 


| peptng huſband. 


Love, pity, ad remorſe, now engrofs'd 
. chat. — he kept his promiſe, 


acknow- 


; — he came on hearing 
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acknowledg'd her for his wife, had her i in- 
tomb'd, with the greateſt funeral pomp, in 


his own family vault, and paid all ima- 
ginary honours to her memory ; whether 


he will ever relapſe into his former vanities _ 
it is time alone muſt ſhew ; but at pre- 


ſent, this once gay thoughtleſs rover, 
either is, or affects to be, loft to the joys 
he lately was ſo fond of, — behaves with 
the utmoſt indifference towards the fair 
ſex, — ſeldom goes to any public place, 

— fees but little company at home; and, 
in fine, feems to be in every thing the 
very reverſe of what be mis : [> 1011520 


This change, together h the occa- 

fion of it, was a terrible diſappointment - 
to many a flaunting belle who had plum'd 
| herſelf on his devoirs; but Apamia and 
Elutheria were the moſt deeply affected 
by it; — both theſe ladies had, in fact, 
too liberally rewarded his pretended paſ- 
ſion not to be yer with grief and 
ſpite at the diſcovery of the deception he 
had put upon them, and that the heart 
they had labour'd to engroſs, and paid ſo 
dear a purchaſe for, had been the right 
of another before he had ever ſeen either 
of their faces. | 


But Are: ths beſides a great 
ſpirit, had a * deal of the — | 
| er 


deep affliction, when they came to know 


cenſuring actions, the true meaning of 
which they cannot bene ea. _—_— 
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her nature, got rid of the chagrin more 


eaſily than her fair rival had the power to 
do ; — that unhappy beauty, finding her- 
ſelf loſt to love as well as to reputation, 


grew ſick of the world, and retir'd into 


the country, reſolving to return no more 
to a place which had been ſo fatal beth | 
to her honour and repoſe. 20 


As to the ſiſters of the - fnkormnate 
Ariſtella, they were ſeiz'd with the moſt 


the ſad effects their Taſh reſentment had 
occaſion'd ; which may ſerve as a warning 
to all perſons not to be over haſty in 
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CHAP, 1. 


+ ded: cated enti rely to the Ladies, as 


. relates an adventure which nearly 
Concerns them to take notice of. 


7 MONG all the numerous 
Modes which the wantonneſs - 
of luxury has of late years 
- introduced into this kingdom 
for the deſtroying of time, I 


know of none more fatal to the virtue 
and reputation of the female ſex than 


Maſquerades ; — I mean, as that amuſe- 


ment is at preſent conducted. 


Indeed when a ſelect company of ladies 


and 2 2 ae among chemſelves, 
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Or are invited by ſoine perſon of condi- 


tion, to divert each other in ſuch diſguiſes 
as their ſeveral fancies ſhall make choice 
of, as practiſed in France and ſome other 

lite places, the caſe is widely different; 
75 there, after paſſing a few hours in 
muſic, dancing, and pleaſant raillery, ac- 
cording to the characters they aſſume, 


the maſks are all thrown alide, and every 


one appears ſuch as he is; — ſo that | 
none will venture to talk or act beneath 


.a vizard in ſuch a manner, as when he 
ſtands reveal'd, will either reflect ſhame 


on himſelf, or give offence to thoſe he 
has been entertaining; — Maſquerades, 
thus managed, I cannot but allow to be 
not only innocent but laudable amuſe- 


ments, as they ſerve to whet the wit N 


exhilerate the mind. 


But . _ - ſorry am J to ſay it, — 
the Maſquerade houſes; may with Bro 
priety enough be call'd ſhops, where o 
portunities for immorality, prophaneneſs, 


oHbſcenity, and almoſt every kind of vice, 


are retailed to any one who will become 
a cuſtomer; and at the low rate of ſeven 
and twenty ſhillings, the moſt abandon'd 
Courtezan, the moſt profligate Rake, or 
common Sharper, purchaſes the privi- 
lege of mingling. with the firſt Peers and 
* of the realm, and not ſeldom 

affronts 
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affronts both ene and greatneſs * 
impunity. 


4+ per ceive, to my very great ſatisfac- 
tion, that there are ſome Ladies, who, 
touch'd with a juſt ſenſe of what is owing 
to their dignity, are determined not to 
expoſe themſelves any more in a place 
where, if no worſe enſues, the moſt li- 
centious freedoms of ſpeech, at leaſt, are 
often offer'd to the chaſteſt ears; aud 1 
am not without hope that the influence 
of their example will prevail on many 
others to do the ſame, ſo that next ſeaſon 
the aſſemblies at the Maſquerade-houſe 
will be compoſed of ſuch 5 as are fit 
to herd together. | 


For - the benefit, 4 of the un- 
wary, and thoſe who by their mall ac- 
quaintance in town are ignorant of the 
uſage and cuſtoms of theſe dangerous 
* amuſements; it will: not be amils to re- 


„ late an unhappy adventure which I was 
"> | witneſs of, and may ſerve as a warning 
e to all Who are truly innocent and deſire 

a i to remain ſo. 
Ir Alexis and Matilda were che ſon ah 


1 daughter of two gentlemen who lived at 
id a ſmall village near Newcaſtle upon Tyne; 
m =» they! had loved each other even before 
ts 1 2 either 


—— —— ——— — — — —ę— — = = 
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172 The Inviſible S v. 
either of them well knew what was meant 
by the paſſion, and as their underſtand - 
ings ripen'd, their inclinations increaſed 
in proportion: — hope, for ſome time, 
gilded the proſpect of their mutual 
wiſhes; but, when they leaſt expected, a 
ſtop was put to the conſummation by an 
unfortunate diſagreement happening be- 
tween their parents. aut)” 


Alexis was forbid to ſee Matilda, and 
Matilda ever to think on Alexis; but 
theſe commands had little authority over 
hearts ſo fondly eramour'd as theirs 5 — 
they form'd the moſt romantic contri- 
vances to 2 alive the flame with which 

_each had inſpir'd the other, ſome of 
which ſucceeded ſo well as to enable them 
to continue a tender intercourſe by letters, 

and even to gain ſome private inter- 
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It was the father of Alexis who of the 
two had been the moſt refractory, and 
he dying a ſmall time after, the young 

gentleman found means to reconcile mat- 
ters ſo effectually with the parents of 
Matilda, that they at length conſented to 
give her to him, and completed the hap- 
pineſs of the equally loving and beloved 
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Matilda, whoſe every care, 4 3 
and joy, had all been center'd in her dear 
Alexis, had nothing now to with beyond - 
what ſhe was in poſſeſſion of; and Alexis 


thought himſelf ſo bleſs'd, chat he even 
defied the power of fortune to give him 


any cauſe of diſquiet; — fatal ſecurity ! 
— How little dependance for the future is 
there on the Preſent good? | 


They had not Wok enjoy'd he ſweets 
of this ſo-much deſir'd union, before: Ma- 
tilda, who had never been in London, 
expreſs'd ſome curiolity to ſee a place ſhe | 
had heard ſo much talk of; — Alexis, 


proud to embrace every opportunity of 


giving her pleaſure, immediately took 


the hint, and told her he was ready to 


conduct her thither as ſoon as ſhe * 


be prepar'd for her orgartuge: | 


Accordingly they ſet out from Ro 


country, and arriv'd in London about 


the middle of September; — Alexis 


took ready furniſh'd lodgings, in a hand- 


ſome houſe near St. James's, for ſix 
months, in which time he thought he 
ſhould be able to ſhew Matilda yy 


thing worth her ſecing 1 in town. 
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Alexis had received his Giſt precepts 
at Weſtminſter ſchool, and having no re- 
lations in London, his father requeſted me, 
by letters, to call ſometimes at the houſe 
where he was boarded, and have an eye 
over his behaviour ; — 1 did ſo, and the 
advice I gave him being deliver'd not in 
a magiſterial but friendly manner, the 
Jad conceived a very great affection for 
me from that time, and has preſerved it 


ever ſince; — he made me the compli- 


ment of a firſt viſit on his coming to 
town, — told me how happy he was, and 
degg'd I would be no ſtranger to the 
fair perſon who had made him ſo. 


1 accepted the invitation, and went the 


next day; — on his preſenting Matilda 
to me I was ſtruck with the extremeſt 
admiration; for beſides a. graceful air 


and ſhape, a delicate WRAY 6 fine 
eyes, a ſet of the moſt lovely features I 
ever ſaw in one face; and, in fine, every 


thing that could conftitute a perfect beau- 
ty, there was fuch a ſweet ſimplicity, — 
ſuch a chearful unaffeted innocence 


ſhone through the whole, and brighten'd 
every grace, that I was in a manner 
dazzled, and could not forbear crying 
out with Carlos: in the play, 
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If the face be the index of the mind; 
© She has a tiouſand treaſur'd virtues 


I”. ere. 


"ales was quite tranſported at the 


tokens' J gave of my approbation of the 
choice he had made; — the charming 


Matilda ſeem'd alſo highly pleas'd ; but 
1 could eaſily perceive ſhe was not ſo 
through the vanity of hearing any praiſes 
on herſelf, but meerly becauſe her dear 
Alexis was juſtified in the opinion of 
one whom ſhe ſaw he look'd upon as his 
triend. 


But how great ſoever the ſatisfaction 
was which this happy couple received 
from my behaviour towards them, 1 
think it could ſcarce exceed what I felt 
in my own boſom, on finding ſo perfect 
a harmony, fo uncounterfeited a tender- 
neſs, ſo warm an affection, reciprocally 


given and paid between two perſons- 


united in the manner they were, and 
whoſe love was not built on partial in- 
clination, but on the real merits of each 


other, and confirm'd by the ſtrongeſt 


principles of reaſon, virtue, and mora— 
lity. 


I. 8 Alexis: 
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Alexis had never been but once in 


London fince he went from ſchool, and 
conſequently knew but few people in it ; 
as for Matilda, ſhe was entirely a ſtranger 


to every body here, — yet both of them 
having all they wiſh*d for in each other, 
neither ſought after or deſir'd to make 
any new acquaintance, but kept always 
together, and never wanted a hard per- 


fot of their Party. 


As the ſole excitement Matilda had to 
take a Journey to London, was to gratify 
her curioſity with the fight of it, there 
was no eminent ſtructure or place of note 
to which ſhe was not conducted by her 
endearing huſband ; — he carry*d her to 
the Royal-Exchange, the Tower, the 
Cathedral of Paul's, the Palace at St. 
James's, the Parliament Houſe, and Col- 
legiate Church of St. Peter's, Weft- 
minſter. | 


T accompanied them in the laft men- 
tioned tour, where, as we were walking 


and taking a ſurvey of the venerable mo- 
numents of the j)luftrious dead, it pleaſed 
me much to obſerve the particular notice 


ſhe took, above all others, of the Tomb 
of that princeſs of England, who, when 
her royal conſort was wounded by a 

poiſon'd. 


The Inviſible S p v. 17 
poiſon'd arrow in the Holy Land, and 
no other means remain'd for his recovery 
but by ſucking out the-venom from the 
bleeding orifice, willingly undertook the 
taſk, proud to meet an inevitable death 
to preſerve the life of a huſband whoſe 
ſafety was dearer to ers than her own. 


$ 1155 happy w was this peine ſaid the 
ſweet Matilda, in having ſuch an oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying her duty and conju- 
gal affection? “ Few women, madam, 
anſwer'd I, would think theniſeves ſo, 
or make the ſame uſe of it ſhe did.” — 
They muſt then, return'd ſne with 
ſome warmth, have ſouls little capable 
of any ſincere tenderneſs, or of a juſt 
ſenſe of what is owing to that myſte- 
* rious union, which makes the huſband. 
the far better part of che wife.“ 


* 


* 


— G 2 


* 


Alete had too much TEM and grati- 
tude in his nature not to reply to What 
ſhe ſaid, in terms which ſhew'd how 
deeply he was touch'd with it, and would 
doubtleſs have expatiated much longer 
upon the theme, if 1 che had been in any 
other un. | 


After having m her better ac- 
quainted with every thing in this Me- 
tropolis, than many can pretend to be 
S 1 5 | whe 
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who have paſs'd their whole lives upon 
the ſpot, he went with her to Hampton- 


Court, Windſor-Caſtle, Kenſington, and 
the royal Hoſpitals of Greenwich and 


Chelſea, and alſo to ſeveral fine Villas on 


the banks of the river; — it would be 
endleſs to repeat the various excurſions 
they made, fo I ſhall only ſay, that there 
were nothing omitted to be ſhewn to her 
which might either enlarge her ideas or 
entertain her fancy. 


A new ſcene. of diverſions open'd as 


the winter ſeaſon came on; — Plays, 


Operas and Maſquerades now began to 
attract the attention of all who would be 
thought polite; — the two firſt of theſe 
amuſements Matilda was not altogether a 
ſtranger to, having often ſeen ſomewhat 
like them acted by ſtroling companies in 
the country; but ſhe had not the leaſt. 
notion of Maſquerades, and the little 
account Alexis was able to give her, ma- 
king her more impatient to know what 
Gow 6 of entertainment they afforded, it 
y be ealily ſuppoſed, by what has 
ben already ſaid, that fo indulgent a 
huſband would not ſuffer her to continue 
long in ſuſpence; — it may be too, that 
he had ſome curioſity of his own to 
gratify in this point, having, it ſeems, 
never been at a 5 himſelf. - 
| Tickets 
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Tickets accordingly were purchaſed, 


and maſqueing habits hired; — I hap- 


pen'd to make a morning . viſit the day 
they were to go, and found Matilda very 
buſy in ornamenting a little Hat and“ 


Crook; — the moment I enter'd the 
room ſhe told me, with the greateſt plea- - 


jure in her countenance; that ſhe was to 
be at the Maſquerade that night, and was 
to aſſume the character of a Shepherdeſs; 

I reply*d, that ſhe could not take upon 
her. one more fuitable to her youth and 


innocence: —we then fell into ſome diſ- 
courſe concerning Maſquerades; — Alexis: 


would fain have perſuaded me to accom-- 
pany them; but. I excuſed myſelf in the 


words of an old blind fidler, who was in 
the ſtreets when I came in, playing and: 


ſinging to his inſtrument thele lines 37 


In vouch: when I did lovim—did love-ag. 
« Methought it was wond'rous ſweet- a, 
But now 1 am old, threeſcore ang}. : 
« above-a, | 
To be grave is» wond' rous meet- a. | 


If you have no better excuſe than 
„this, cry'd Alexis laughing, it will not 
«* ſerve your turn.“ — * I do not know, 
-indeed, . whether it will or not, reply'd : 
1; for wh 2 old pea; e alle qt to ba Bay: 
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* they ought, to do it under a maſk, to 


4 # i ena lang being laugh'd at by the young; 


E but 1 have another reaſon, added J, 
k Sakich will admit of no objection; — 1 


am both to dine and up with ſome 
* 1 | > bes 


This was, in effect, no falfe pretence, 
for I really had an engagement upon my 


hands, which to comply with, I took. my 
leave of Alexis and Matilda much ſooner 


than Tee otherwiſe mar done. 


The company vent to breaking up 
e ten o'clock, which was ſome what 
fooner than I had expected, it came into 
my head, in ſpite of the little liking I 
ever had to Maſquerades, to ſtep in and 
fee how Matilda, who had net been ac- 
cuſtom'd to any great aſſemblies, would 


behave among ſuch a mingled rout. 


In things of ſmall and] I ſel- 
dom gave myſelf the trouble of a ſecond 


thought, fo, purſuing this ſtart of curio- 


fity, I went to a Habit-ſhop, put on a 
Domine, and haſted to that babe] of 
hurry and conſuſion. | 


It was 'no difficult matter for me to- 
diſcover the perſons J ſought after, as 1 
knew the dreſſes they were in; — I ſoon 

diſ- 
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diſtinguiſh'd the beautiful Shepherdeſs, 


and her huſband by the blue Domine I 


had ſeen. lying on a table in his dining- 
room: — I perceived there were many 
eyes upon Matilda; for tho' her face was 
conceal'd, her lovely hair, which with a 
_ ſtudied negligence hung in ringlets almoſt 
to her ſhoulders, her alabaſter neck, her 
lovely ſhape and ſprightly air, had ſome- 
what 1 in them ſufficiently attractive. | 


Bot there was one WhO ab all the 
reſt ſeem'd particularly attentive to her 


| motions, — he was in the habit of a 


Huntſman, a character which I after- 


wards had reaſon to ſay to myſelf ſuited 


very well the intentions he had in his 
head that night: — which way ſoever 
Matilda turn'd he took care not to loſe 
ſight of her; but as ſhe kept cloſe to 


Alexis, neither he nor any one elle had 


an opportunity of ſp-aking to her. 


[| hover'd as near them as I could 
without being taken notice of, and it 
gave me a good deal of diverſion, to ſee 
the ſurpriſe this innocent country lady 


teſtified at hearing the | freedoms with 


which ſome people, who ſeem'd to be 


perfect ſtrangers, accoſted each other; — 
one incident in particular, which tho?” it 


had nothing extraordinary i in it at a Maſ- 


querade, 


. 
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querade appear'd wonderful to her; — 
it was this: | | 


fy Hermit; with more furrows on. his. 
vitard than in an acre of plough'd land,. 
and a beard a foot and a half long, ming- 
led with the thickeſt of the aſſembly, and 
leaning on his ſtick and looking round 
him, cry'd out with a voice contormable 
his -- 0 0 ä Vanity! 

— vanity vanity of vanities l' 
This — dpyhs drew a good deal of 
laughter, but no reply, till a ſmart lady, 
dreſs'd in a Spaniſh Bonaroba, gave him 
a flap on the b. and ſaluted him 
in theſe terms: 


Bach ( Well, — * good father 
Sanctity, what makes that venerable 
« 'beard of yours out of your cell. at * 
time of night ?? 


IFHermit: < I came to warn ſuch wan- 
ton minxes as you of your follies ; — _ 
to warn you of the dangers of the fleſh 
and blood; — to bid you leave off your 
Jellies, your Eringos, your Ratifee, and 
your Viper-wine; — to bid you mor- 
tify your carnal thoughts, and do pe- 
nance in cooling herbs. and * 
water. 


LR £@ „ 
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Beih. e Pin is Arbot Vr among 
5 your regimen of fimples : ha 


| Hermit. « Yes, I have one root; but 

I. never preſcribe it without knowing 

* the complexion and conſtitution of the 
Pere 


Lady. e What do you think of mine?“ 


Hermit. Firſt let me 1838 the 
* the Symptoms.” 


, Lady As iow! pp 
Hermit. I will ef you.” 


Wich theſe words he drew her apart 
from the company, and after a ſhort 
converſation between themſelves, went 
away together, — at which Matilda, WhO 
had loſt © no part of their behaviour, was 
fo aſtoniſh'd that ſhe could not forbear 
expreſſing herſelf to her huſband on that 
occaſion in terms which made the Huntſ- 
man, and ſome others who were near 
enough to hear what ſhe ſaid, laugh 
heartily at her ſimplicity and Ignorance 
of the place ſhe was in. 


; Preſently 
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Prefiacty: after, a 1 croſſing 
the room with his maſk i in his hand, was 
known to Alexis, who on ſight of him 
cry'd out to Matilda, 


Alexis. Look vonder, my . 

there is mr. Freeman; — I never heard 5 
a ſyllable of his being in town; — I 

will juſt ſtep to him and tell him where 

we lodge; — do you fit here 'till 1 
* come back. | | | 


| He then tant her on a bench; and 
went haſtily after his friend, who had 
aſs' d into another room; — I now 
doubted not but that the Huntſman 

would ſnatch his opportunity of entertain- 
ing Matilda, but I loſt ſight of him in an 
-inſtant ; — he vaniſh'd, as it were, from 
the place and I faw him no more; — the 
fair Shepherdeſs, however, was not to re- 
main neglected, — I found ſeveral were 
advancing towards her, one of whom was 
the moſt groteſque, as well as diſagrec- 
able figure I ever beheld ; — his ſta- 
ture was far from what could be call'd 
tall; but the circumference of his carkaſs 
exceeded that of any three men in the 
whole aſſembly ; — his legs look'd like 
the pillars of a church porch, and when 
he moy'd, were at ſuch : a diſtance from 
_ each. 


The Inviſible S pv. 18 : 
each other, that a boar of. a moderate 
ſize might eaſily paſs between them with- 


out being incommoded ; — he had on 


the habit of a Turkifh Baſhaw, which was 
the worſt, indeed, he could Rabe choſe; 
— his huge ears, diſcover'd by the ſhort- 
neſs of his turbant, hung upon his ſhoul- 
ders, as did the wallets under his chin 
upon his breaſt: — in a word, he could 


have no deformity that the dreſs he was 


in did not ſhew to advantage. 


This enormous creature had no ſooner + 


reach'd the place where Matilda ſat, than 
he threw himſelf down by her on the 
bench, and accoſted her with janguage 
which 1 fhould never forgive myſelf, nor 


expect to be forgiven by my reader, to 


repeat; — but 1 was glad to find, by the 


whiſpers of ſome people behind me, "Mi 


inſtead of a gentleman, as I at firſt took 


him for, he was no other than a Bully at 


a certain noted Brothel in Covent-Garden, 


and was known about town by the name 


of Lumper-Hammock. — See, ladies, 
what company you expoſe yourſelves to 


at a Maſquerade ;—thoſe, however, who 


give tickets, and dreſs up ſuch wretches 


to make a party among you, deſerve 
little of your favour, 
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I cannot pretend to ſay whether this 
fellow was encourag'd by any other per- 
ſon to behave to Matilda in the manner 
he did, merely to put her ſpirits into, a 
| hurry, or whether he was inſtigated to it 
only by his own impudence and bruta- 
lity of nature; but whatever it might be, 
the ſituation of that poor lady was great- 
ly to be pitied ; — ſhe mov'd by little 
and little as far from him as the bench 
would give her leave; but he ſtill fol- 
low'd, and would needs keep cloſe to her 
and perſecute her with his ribald diſ- 
courſe ; — ſometimes ſhe got up, and 
lookd round to ſee if her huſband were 
coming te her relief; then fat down 
again, not daring to leave the place for 
fear of miſſing him; but all the time 
ſhew'd tokens of the utmoſt en of 
mind. 


At length the blue Domine appear'd, 
on which ſhe ſtarted from her ſeat, 3 
running to him, cry'd, — Oh, my dear, 
I am glad you are come.“ — He only 
reply*d,” in a low voice, — Ay, ay, — 
© let us be gone; — and taking her by 


the hand led her halkily away. 


1 biens d myſelf with the thoughts of 
having ſeen. Matilda ſafe under the pro- 
- tection 
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tection of her huſband, and was equally 
ſo that he had diſcover'd little approba- 
tion of the Maſquerade, - by his leaving 
it at a time when the diverſion was at its 
full height, and more company were 
coming in than going out. 


But the Ns 1 enjoy d in both 
theſe points vaniſh'd in a moment; — 
Alexis return'd, — his maſk was now off, 
and he paſs'd directly to the place where 
he had left Matilda, — then 1 back, 
— — confuſion and ſurpriſe overſpread his 
face; — he threw his eyes 625 round 
the room, then ran through every part of 
it, and without conſidering how much 
he expoſed himſelf to the ridicule of that 
giggling aſſembly, aſk'd firſt of one and 
then of another, if they had ſeen a Shep- 


herdeſs in green and ſilver, and if they 


knew what Was become of her. 


2 1 ſtruck me with an infinite con- 
cern, as it made me know Matilda had 
been deceiv'd by the ſight of the blue 
Domine, and in ſpite of n my unwillingneſs 
to let him ſee I had come to a place where 
Thad refuſed to accompany. him, was juſt 


ſtepping forward to inform him of what. 


had happen'd, when a lady hearing his 
nan poke to him i in theſe terms: 


| Lad; 
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Lady. Sir, the lady I ſaw with you in 
* the dreſs you mention, went away a little 
* while ago with a "gentleman in a 51g 
* Domine, mich the fame as yo own 


exit. « Oh ht 5 what curſt 
C miſtake i 18 this! * 


In uttering this exclamation be flew 
out-of the room like lightning, without 
ſtaying to thank the lady for The intelli- 
gence ſhe had given him; — I follow'd 
as faſt as J could, in order to ſee what he 
would do, and found him at the door of 
the houſe, encompaſs'd with Hackney- 
Coachmen, Chairmen aud Link- boys, 
among whom he was vainly endeavouring 
to get ſome account of his loſtShepherdeſs; 
— one of them, it ſeems, had faid he 
faw a lady in the habit he defcrib'd go 
into a coach with a gentleman, but could 
tell nothing either of the figure of the 
coach or where 1 it was order d to drive. 


It will not be difficult for any one who 
is a huſband, and who loves his wife, to 
judge of what Alexis muſt ſuffer in ſuch 
a diſtracting circumſtance : — It was ve 
evident to him that his dear Matilda had 
been carried off, but by whom, or to 
what place, were things which ſeem'd al- 
9 
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together impoſſible for him to diſcover ; 
and wanting the means either to prevent 
her ruin or his own diſhonour, or to take 
- vengeance on the raviſher for the injury 

he had done to both, could but fill him 
with reflections almoſt equally ſtabbing as 
the injury itſelf: — finding no informa- 
tion could be gain'd in the place where he 
| was, he withdrew from the crowd, as I 
ſuppoſe, to conſider what method he 
ſhould purſue; for he continued in a fix*d 
poſture for the ſpace ef two or three mi- 


nutes at leaſt, leaning againſt ſome rails 


: before an adjacent houſe,” 


My heart bled for kim; and if I had 


been capable of offering him either advice 
or conſolation, would not have kept at 
the diſtance I did; but the accident that 
had happen'd was without a remedy, and 
1 had often obſerv'd, that to preach up 
moderation in the firſt guſts of paſſion 
N but to inflame it more. 


. thought there were no cineafors he 
could rake that night, yet imagining he 


had ſomething in his head, was deſirous 
of ſeeing what event his cogitations would 
produce, — I therefore laid hold of the 


opportunity I now had of ſtepping be- 


hind the cover of a hackney-coach | in 


beers. and MOEN on 1 Belt of Invi- 
bility, 
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ſibilicy, which I always carried in my 
pocket, in caſe any thing ſhould fall in 
my way to give me cen to make ule 


The influence of my N gift had 
but juſt taken effect, by being warm up- 
on my body, when 42 rouz'd himſelf 
out of the reſvery be had been in, and 

walk' d very faſt up the ftreet ; — 1 kept 
pace with Rs *rill, he came to the houſe 
where he lodg'd; — the door being 
open'd by his own footman, who ſat up 
for him, — Is my wife come home, 
« cry'd he? — the fellow anſwering in 
the negative, and ſeeming ſomewhat ſur- 

priſed at the queſtion, he threw . himſelf 
into the parlour, ſaying to himſelf: 


Le How mad a hope did 1 en- 
tertain, that ſhe might have found ſome 
means to eſcape the hands of her ra- 
viſher, and been here before me? — 
No, — no, — tis impoſſible; — 1 
villain doubtleſs will ſecure his prey: 
— curs'd, curs'd Maſquerade, invent- 
ed by the bends: for the deſtruction of 
virtue. 


G M KA a «a KR „ 0 


While he was thus keg: he tore off 


his Domine, wich agonies not to be ex- 
| —_— | 
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preſs” d, and ſtamp'd it under his feet „ 
then turning to his ſervant went on thus: * 


Alexis. * William, your W is 
run away with, — ſtolen from me by 
£ © villain in a Domine like my own ; 

— ſhe is loſt for ever unleſs immediate- 


y he recover'd; — fly this minute to 


* every Tavern and Bagnio you can think 
on, —- deſcribe her habit, — enquire 
if ſuch a one with a perſon in a blue 
Domine enter'd there; — be gone 
this inſtant, while I run to a Juſtice of 
the Peace, and get a warrant to ſearch 
in all ſuſpected een 


William. What part of the town, 


ſir, do you think it moſt NESS: I ſhall 


c hear of her ?? 


Alexis. „Alas I am as ignorant of 


that as you; — but all parts muſt be 


ſearch'd; — fly then, good William; 
and, do you hear, aſk every Hackney- 


coachman you meet with if he ſet any 


ſuch perſons down, and where; — 


away, I ſay, — ſtay not to conſider,.— 


a moment may confirm her ruin and 


* my diſkonaur.” | 


| The fellow..obey'd without JEN 
n _ but, I perceiv'd by his 
- coun- 
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Eountenarice, was not very well contented 
with the errand he was ſent upon; and 
Alexis went out of the houſe at the ſame 
time he did, in order to have recourſe to 
a Magiſtrate mene IE * as 255 had 
ww he ove rh = + Vol THIF 


22 11 


* had no amen to fellow thier 
aſter or man, on an expedition which 
promis'd ſo little ſucceſs, therefore made 
all the haſte I could to my own _ 
ment, very much fatigued in body, 
much more ſo in mind, at the — a 
nate miſtake poor Matilda had fallen into, 
and which I had all the reaſon in the 
world to fear would-be attended with * 
2 * e 
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. Contains the conclufion of a narrati ve. 
which I am certain there: is one per- 
190m in the world who” cannot read 
without being fill d with" the moſt 

© poignant Deſt unleſs be'is as dead 

70 all ſenſe of humanity as of honour, 


+ ] "HE concern I was under, on account 

of the accident I had juſt come 
roar Going 4 Vel of, would ſuſfer me 
0 AJ I 1137 ro 


"EEK 
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to enjoy but little repoſe the remaining 
part of that night; — I could not think 


- it practicable that the meaſutes Alexis in- 


| tended. to take, or, indeed, any he could 
poſſibly purſue, would enable him to re- 
cover his dear Matilda; at leaſt till it 
was too late to ſave her from diſhonour, 
and trembled for the effects which deſpair 
on ſuch an event might probably occa- 
ſion, hoth in one and the other. 


= impatience. to know. if Matilda 

was yet come home, or if the reſearches 
of Alexis had gain'd him any informa- 
tion concerning her, made me reſolve to 
go to his lodgings in the morning; but 
whether I ſhould make this viſit in my 
Viſible or Inviſible Capacity J was for 
ſome time at a loſs; — at laſt it ſeem'd 
molt eligible to appear in propria perſona, 
as if I came only to aſk ſome queſtions 
concerning the Maſquerade, and how 
they approv*d of that diverſion, as it was 
the firſt time they partook of it; and 
allo to take no notice of my being ap- 
prized of any thing had happen'd there, 
unleſs he related it to me himſelf, which 
did not much doubt of his doing, 


On my knocking at the door it was 
open'd. by mrs. Soberton, for ſo the 


gentlewoman of the houſe was call'd ; — 
Vor. SIE. K a'ter 
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me Invifible SPY, 
after a fhort apology for the trouble I had 
given her, I aſk'd if Alexis or his. lady 
were yet ſtirring; to which, with a for- 
rowful countenance and tone of voice o-the 
reply'd: 


Mrs. Soberton. © Oh, fir, the Rrangeſt 
accident, — the ſaddeſt misfortune that 
ever was has happen'd; — I wiſh you 
had been here laſt night, or ſome good 
body, to comfort the poor gentleman ; 
for indeed JI am afraid he will go be- 
« fide himfelf.* TT FE 


I affected a very great a on 8 
ing this exclamation, and deſir'd ſhe 
would explain herſelf, if what ſhe ſeem'd 
ſo full of was no fecret; — ms then 
made me this anſwer: 5 


Mrs. S. BPerton. A ſecret ; — no, fir, 
£ it can-be no lecret to all the town, much 
© leſs. to one ſo much a friend to the fa- 

© mily as you are: — be pleas'd to walk 
£ in and I will tell you all; — I mean, 
© all that is in my power, for Heaven only 

6 knows what the end will be. 


In ſpeaking theſe laſt words ſhe * 8 
the parlour door, which was then half 
ſhut, wide open to give me a more com- 


modious Marc — I went in, and 
t here 


* 
= 
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there was ſitting by the fire- ſide an old 


gentleman who lodg'd in the ſecond floor 


of the fame houſe; — he was a ſhrewd 


man, but no great favourer of the wo- 


men, as J afterwards found by his diſ- 


courſe. 


Mrs. Soberton had no ſooner drawn a 
chair, and oblig'd me to be ſeated, than 


ſhe began to tell me that Matilda had 


been carried off from the Maſquerade ; — 

that her huſband was in the utmoſt di- 
ſtraction on miſſing her; — the means he 
had made uſe of to find where ſhe was 


conceal'd ; but that all hith@to had been 
ineffectual, tho? himſelf and ſervant had 


been half over the town in ſearch of her, 


with a thouſand particulars which I either 
knew already or could eaſily gueſs at; 

and added, at the cloſe of her long detail, 
one circumſtance which 1 ſuppoſe ſhe 


thought very material, — that the door 


of her houſe had never been ſhut a quarter 


of an hour together for the whole night, 


and that none of the family could 8 a 


wink of ſleep. 


1 had ſcarce time to expreſs the croſs 


I was in for my friend's misfortune, when 


the old gentleman took up the word, and 
laid, 
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Old Gentleman. It is a very ugly ac- 


8 


„ „ „ „ 


cident, indeed, which way ſoever it 
came about, and I am heartily ſorry for 
Aiexis ; — but it ſhews what vexations 
men are liable to bring upon themſelves 
by marrying with thele gay fine young 
women.” | 


Mrs. $:berton. I proteſt you are the 
ſaddeſt gentleman I ever knew in my life, 
— always againſt the poor women,— as 


if we alone were in fault for every 


thing; —1 know there are errors ſome- 


times on hoth ſides ; but take it in the 
general, am very confident that if the 


men were not more to blame than we 


are; there would not be ſo many un- 
happy marriages : — as for the lady in 
queſtion, my lodger, I believe ies pe 15 
not a ſweeter, better condition'd, and 

more modelt creature breathing, nor 
one that loves her huſband more.“ 


3 join'd mrs. Soberton wir ſome 


warmth in the vindication of Matilda's 
character; and added, that I knew her 
incapable of being guilty of any thing 
to forfeit it; — to which the old gentle- 
man A 


Old 
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Old Gentleman. Ko may be as you 
« ſay, — her inclinations may be perfectly 
good and virtuous, — God forbid I 


« ſhould harbour any thoughts to the 


< contrary z — but what buſineſs had ſhe 
© at the Maſquerade ? — if women would 
« ſtay at home, and mind their ſpinning 
and their needle, as in former days, 
none of theſe miſchiefs would happen ;. 
but they mult be gadding abroad, and 
< provoking temptations they are not al- 
ways able to refiſt. — One of our Poets, 
Otway I think it was, in my opinion, 
has a mighty pretty ſentiment on this 


words are theſe : 4 


Woman to man firſt as a bleſſing given, 
When innocence and love were in their 
prime: 

Happy a while in Paradiſe they lay; 


But quickly woman long' d to go aſtray; 


Some fooliſh new adventure needs muſt 
prove, 


And the firſt Devil ſhe ſaw ſhe eo d 
her love. 


1 was too much of the ſame mind with: 


this gentleman, as concerning Maſque- 


rades, to ſay any thing in the behalf of 


thoſe entertainments; but urg'd in de. 
M$ tence 


* 
F R 


matter; — if I remember right his 
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. je Brvjfble SPY, 


fence of Matilda's conduct in this point, 
that being a country lady, deſirous of 
leeing every thing in London, and went 
with her huſband, ſhe could not be ap- 
prehenſive of any kind of danger while 
under his protection. 


He either was, or had complaiſance 
enough to feign himſelf convinced by the 
arguments I offer'd ; after which I took 

my leave; bur juſt as I was ſtepping out 
of the Jobr J law Alexis enter, or rather 
his ghoſt, for he appear'd more like the 
ſhadow than the rea] ſubſtance of my 
living friend; — he ſaluted me, however, 
with his 'uſual freedom and politeneſs, and 
when we came into the dining- room em- 
braced me, and began the recital of his 
misfortune in this pathetic exclamation : _ 


Alexis. Oh, my friend, I am un- 
„done! — ruin'd, I fear, for ever! — 
© the author, giver and partaker of all 
my happineſs is loſt | — torn from me 
« by ſome laſcivious, ſome inhuman vil- 
lain; and him whom yeſterday you be- 
© held the moſt bleſt of men, you now 
© ſee the moſt accurs*'d, moſt wretched 
© and forlorn of all created beings 


He then proceeded to inform me, as 


well as. the diſeAion of his thoughts 
| would 
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would give him leave, of the method he 
had taken for the recovery of his loſt trea- 
ſure ; — how he had paſs'd the whole 
night and that morning in ſearch for her 
in every place to which he could imagine 
ſhe might have been carry'd, and that 
| hitherto all his enquiries had been entire- 
ly fruitleſs. 


While he was ſpeaking his ſervant 
came in, — he aſk'd haſtily if he had 
met with any ſucceſs; to which queſtion 
the fellow anſwering in the negative, his 
agonies redoubled, and never did deſpair, 
and rage, and grief, except in the caſe of 
ſuicide, produce more violent effects than 
what I now beheld in him. | 


Common compaſſion and good-nature, 
without the aſſiſtance of that friendſhip 1 
had for him, would have oblig'd me to 
make uſe of my utmoſt endeavours to 
aſſwage his forrows ; though, indeed, the , 
occaſion of his diſtreſs was of fo nice an! BN 
delicate a kind, as render'd it very. dit» =_ 
ficult to ſay any thing to the purpoſe. 


Perceiving he had no thoughts of giving 
over his unavailing rambles, *till he had 
gain'd ſome intelligence concerning her, 
I told him, that, in my opinion, there 
was but little probability of benefiting 
148 KR himſelf 
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himſelf by thoſe means; that in an age 
which paid not much regard either to 
love or honour, he would only expoſe 
both himſelf and wife to the cenfures of 
a ſneering town, and perhaps alfo make 
the raviſher more careful to conceal his 
PFIZC. e 


Ik!)is ſceming to have ſome weight 
4 with him, I added, that I believ'd I 
could point him out a way which afford- 
ed a greater proſpect of ſucceſs than the 
one he had determin'd to purſue ; — on 
which he cry'd out to me to acquaint 
him with it. = 


I then adviſed him to put an advertſe- 
ment in one of the Daily Papers, deſcribing 
the ſhape and ſtature of Matilda as near as 

poſſible, with all the particulars of the 

habit ſhe had on, and offering a hand- 
ſome reward to any one who ſhould give 
information of the place at which ſhe. 
alighted out of a Hackney-coach, in com- 
pany. with a gentleman in a blue Domine, 
between the hours of twelve and one at 
night: — This you may do, ſaid I, 

« without mentioning any name, except 

that of the perſon to whom ſuch intel- 
ligence may be brought; — and *tis very 
likely that either the Coachman who 
carry'd her, or ſome one who might be 
5 8 about 


E 


# 1% ah 
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about the door where ſhe was ſet down, 
or even the ſervants of the houſe will, 
tor the ſake of the gratuity, make that 
diſcovery which all your perſonal en- 
quires might not be able to obtain.” 


* 


** * Aa a 


I had nb ſooner ended than a ſodden 
dawn of chearfulneſs gleam'd upon his 
languid face, and to ſhew how much he 
approv'd of the thought I had communi- 
cated, took pen and paper and imme- 
diately wrote in almoſt the ſame terms I 
had expreſs'd it; ſpecifying, at the ſame. 
time, a coffee-houſe where the reward. 
ſhould "I paid on. the requeſted. intelli-- 
gence being brought. 


_ keep up his foiries;. ace the adver-- 

tiſement was ſent to the printer, I re- 
peated the hopes I had that the ſucce's. 
would anſwer, — on which he reply'd, 


| Alexis, Ly Ves, my dear friend; the. 
| © ſuſpence I labour under is ſo exquiſite. 
* a torture, that | would wiſh to put an 
end to it, though by the moſt cruel, 
the ſtabbing certainty, — according to 


© the Poet's axiom, that in all misfortunes i 


To know the worlt ! 18 ſome degree cf. 
_ cale.. 


K 5 | | | : He. 
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He could not utter theſe laſt words with- 
out a ſigh which ſeem'd to rend his very 
heart-ſtrings; — then ſtarting ſuddenly 
from his feat he cry'd out with the ex- 
tremeſt vehemence, f 
Alexis. Oh, Matilda! — my poor 
Matilda! — what would I not give to 
« purchaſe an opportunity of revenging 
© thy ſad undoing 


Finding now that he was beginning to 
relapſe into his former agonies, I made uſe 


of my utmoſt endeavours to bring him | 


to believe what, indeed, I could not be- 
heve myſelf, — that there was a probabi- | 
lity. that his wife might in reality ſuffer | 
no more from this adventure than the | 
_ fright it muſt neceſſarily have put her 

into; and that as it could not be doubt- 
ed but that her virtue would reſiſt all the 
temptations could be offer'd, fo the ſame 
virtue would alfo enable her to triumph 
over the attacks of brutal violence. 


I enforced what I ſaid upon this ſcore 
with all the examples I had ever read of, 
er at leaſt could remember, in relation 
to ladies. who had the good fortune to 
make converts of their intended raviſhers, 
and turn what was meant for their diſho- 
nour into their glory; and was at _ 

"Ma 
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ſo far ſucceſsful in this attempt, as to in- 


ſpire him with a half hope that his dear 
Matilda might poſſibly return unvio- 


lated. 


Having gain d this point, I prevaib'd 
on him to take ſome refreſhment, which 
he could not but ſtand in great need of, 
as he had neither eat, nor- drank, nor 
flept in ſo many hours; — at his earneſt 
requeſt I ſtaid with him, and partook 
what might be more properly calPd a 
running banquet than a dinner, though, 
by mrs. Soberton's directions, elegantly 
enough prepar'd : — after this, nature, 


who will not be denied her rites, what - 


ever vexations may intervene to rob her 
of them, ſpread a certain drowſineſs upon 
his eye-lids, which I perceiving perſuad- 
ed him to favour, and on my Promiſing 
him to come again the ſame evening, or 
the next morning without fail, he lay 
down on the bed, and left me at liberty 


to purſue my inclinations. 


As J had now no engagement upon my 
hands, and had not been at White's 


Chocolate-houſe for a conſiderable time, 
it was now my full deſign to go thither, 
and ſee what the company were doing; 
but as I had ſome very good reaſons not 


to appear in that place, I * into the 
K 6 flirt 
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firſt nook I found in my way, and put 
on my Belt of Inviſibility. 


204 


I was but juſt equipp'd, nog paſſing on 
to my intended rout; when I ſaw a chair, 
with the curtains cloſe drawn, ſtop at a 
few paces before me ; — I ſhould have 
taken no notice of this, if one of the fel- 

lows had not lifted up the top, and told 

the perſon in it, that he had forgot 

whether it were the Red or the Green 
Lamps ; — the anſwer was given in a 

voice which I preſently knew to be Ma- 

tilda's; and if I had not ſo well re- 

- member'd, as I did, the accents, I ſhould 

have ſuſpected it was no other than her- 
ſelf, by her 1 — The Two Green 

. Lamps. | 


On finding it was ſhe, the reader will 
caſily believe I had more curioſity to fee 
the interview between her and Alexis, | 
than any thing elſe I could have in m 
head ; — I follow'd the chair *till it came 
to the houſe, and on the door being 
open'd ſlipp'd in with it; — on her 
alighting mrs. Soberton ran out of the 


parlour, and was beginning to teſtify her 
Joy at her return, tho* mingled with ſome 
demonſtrations of ſurpriſe to ſee her in 
the condition ſne was, which, indeed, 
was deplorable enough; ; — her head with- 
out, 
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out any other covering than a handker- 
chief tied careleſty over her diſhrevell'd 
hair, — her garments torn, — her eyes 
ſwell'd with tears, — every feature diſ- 
torted, and all the tokens of diſtraction 
and deſpair about her. 


She made no anſwer to what the good 
gentlewoman laid, but, after throwing 
ſome money to the chairmen, ran haſtily 
up ſtairs into the dining- room, where 
flinging herſelf on a ſettee, — ſhe cry'd 
out, — Where is Alexis !* — to which 
mrs. Soberton, who had follow'd as well 
as myſelf, reply'd, — Oh, madam, you 
cannot imagine what trouble both he 
an all of us have had on your ac- 

: count.” 


wank not whether that unhappy lady 
would have declared to mrs. Soberton 
any part of what had befallen her or not; 
for Alexis, who either had not fallen 
aſleep, or was eaſily awak'd, heard his 
wife's voice and came flying out of the 
chamber that inſtant ; — mrs. Soberton, 
diſcreetly judging that they might not 
chuſe to have a third perſon witneſs of 
their diſcourſe, went directly down ſtairs; 
but the Inviſible remain'd, and his wonder- 

ful Tablets receiv'd the impreſſion of the 

following dialogue between them : 


Mali aa. 
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Matilda. « Oh, Alexis, wherefore did 
0 ou leave mel 


Alexis, £ Wherefore did you leave the 
place where I deſir'd . ſhould wait 
tor my return !* 


„ 


Matilda. c] irr'd not from it but to 


N 


follow you, as I then . 


Alexis. Contubion:! =— How could 


* 


you be ſo-miſtaken ! 


E ; 


ſion of the deception put upon me! — 
his habit was exactly like yours; — his 


« ſtature much the ſame ; — he ſpoke in 
© a low voice; but if he had not, my 


ſpirits were in too much agitation at 
the impudence of a fellow who had juſt 


F 


the difference.” 


Alexis. Oh, my torn heart! — But 
© ſay, — who is the villain that betray*'d 
you | — Where were you carry*d| [? 


" 


Matilda. « Aba, — the precautions. 


© he took bh left me ignorant of both; 
and all I know is that J am undone.” 


Alexis, 


* 


Matilda. * Ala I had: no apprehen- 


before accoſted me, to have ciſtinguih' 
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Alexis. * Diſtraction ! — undone, and 
© not know by whom ! nor even in what 


« place the horrid deed was perpetrated | 


= — all means for my revenge barr'd up! 

— Yet perhaps I may be able to diſ- 
cover ſomething, — ſpeak therefore, — 
tell me in an inſtant all the particulars 
of the _ a 


utter will ſtab me to the foul, and in- 
« flict anew the ſhocks I have under- 
* gone 


' Alexis. * No preparations; — be quick, 
and anſwer my demand at once. 


Matilda. * Eve patience Wen for 
* while you look ſo terrible 1 cannot 
* ſpeak.” 


Alexis, . You cannot think I would 
© hurt you; — ſpeak then, thou wretch- 


of thy more wretched nn 2 


Matilda. * Oh which way ſhall I be- 
gin 180 how end ' 
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© ed woman, and break at once the heart 


Matilda. 
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Matilda. * Soon as l ſaw the counter- 
terfeit Alexis approach. I role to meet 
him, and on his bidding me come and 
ſtretching forth his hand I gave him 
mine, glad to find myſelt conducted 
from that mingled crowd which I had 
ſeen too much of to deſire to continue 

any longer with ;—we went into a coach 

where I began to tell him how I had 
been affronted by an ugly huge man in 

a Turkiſh habit; but he made no an- 

ſwer either to that or any other idle 
prate I entertain'd him with, 'till the 
coach ſtopp'd and he handed me into a 
houſe, the entry of which was full of 
men, who were running backwards and 
forwards with candles in their hands, 
and ſeem'd very buly : — I aſk'd where 

we were. going, — he ſtil} made no 
reply; but after a ſhort whiſper to one 
of the fellows led me up ſtairs.? | 
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Alexis. . © Sdeath! — why did you 
o! — then was your time to have 
cry'd gut for reſcue !? 


Matilda. What, PIER my huſband ! 
— I could not as yet know him from 
any other than yourſelf: — I was, 
indeed, a little ſurpriſed at this beha- 
viour; but imagzin'd it was O wing to 

8 eme 
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« ſome little whim you had taken into 
your head, on purpoſe to laugh at my 
ſimplicity. — Being warm with having 
my maik on ſo long, I pluck'd it off 


Q 6 


- 


as ſoon as we got into the room, but he 
« clapp'd it on again; ; — a man was then 


* jult entering with a bottle and glaſſes 
in his hand, which having ſet down on 
© a table he immediately withdrew ; 

my condudter then bolted the door, Aid 
running towards me, ſaid, — “ Now, 


« my angel, I may feaſt my eye with all 


that heaven of beauty, which, while 


* * 


« tion, and you behold the man who 
from this happy moment devotes him- 
ſelf entirely to your charms; -“ with 

© theſe words he took off both mine and 
© his. own vizard; — I ſhrigk'd, and 
* ſurely had fainted with the fright, if an 


A 


equal proportion of rage had not kept 


* up my ſpirits.” 
Alexis. What ſaid he he 4 


Matilda. A thouſand romantic lyes, 
* — ſuch as I have read in Plays and 
Novels, which I anſwer'd only with re- 
vilings, till perceiving my Juſt ſcorn 
had no effect upon him I had recourſe 


| © to tears and entreaties; — told him I 
Was a married woman, that I had 
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< huſband dearer to me than my ſoul, 
and by whom I was as much belov'd, 
and conjur'd him not to detain me nor 


* attempt to violate the ſacred rites of 
85 marriage. 


Alexis, Did not this move him?“ 

Matilda. Oh no, — not in the leaſt, 
* the audacious wretch but laugh'd at 
© this remonſtrance, — ſaid that love, | 
like all other appetites, demanded va- 
« ricty ; — that I was a fool, and knew 
not the true intereſt of my * but that 
* he would inſtruct me better, and make 


me happy tho” againſt my will. 


EY . 2 3s 3 
ESC RIC. . 


Alexis, Execrable Dog! — but go 


5 on. 


| Matilda. « Jo may col "OY 
* that he who could ſneak ſuch words 
would alſo accompany them with actions 
of the ſame nature: — I reſiſted all I 


s 
c 
* 
could the indecent liberties he took, — 
C 
= 
0 


call'd Heaven and Earth to my aſſiſ- 
tance, but in vain; — I was at laſt over- Þ 
power'd: — in the midſt of tears, re- 
* proaches, ſwoonings, he effected his 
© brutal purpoſe, and made me the moſt 
£ miſerable of women.“ 
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Alexis. * Moſt miſerable, indeed | | 


After this, I ſuppoſe, he would have 
ſuffer'd you to depart?” | | 


Matil, 4a. © Can you * me vile 


enough to continue one moment in the 
preſence of that deteſted monſter, when 
© 1 was at liberty to leave him! — This, 


indeed, is cruel. — Oh Alexis! — I. 
hate myſelf for what J have been com- 
pell'd te ſuffer, — do not you hate 1 me 
1 | 


A 


Aeris. No, Matilda, I never can 


© hate you; — but all the hopes of my 
eternal 2 depend on a perfect Know- 


* ledge o every circumſtance. 


Matilda, His firſt pretence of de- 


* taining me was to perſuade me to mo- 
deration; for in thoſe dreadful mo- 
ments, had the means of death been in 
my power, I certainly ſhould have com- 
© mitted ſome deſperate deed, either on 


* mylelf or him: — he feign'd a contri- 
tion for following, as he faid, the dic- 


* tates of an ungovern'd paſſion, and for- 
* cing from me a bleſſing which ought 
+ have been the reward only of long 
* and faithful ſervices; — but ſoon 1 


c eng that all theſe Hamer — x9 
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counterfeited ſoftneſs had no other aim 
than to make me as wicked as he had 


made me wretched, and ſeduce me to 
conlent to aid his brutal pleaſures.” 


Alexis. © Could he Rave the vanity to 
imagine you believ'd him? 


Matilda. 5 All my ſpirits had been 
before exhauſted ; — I had no voice, no 
breath to ſpeak ; and he, perhaps, in- 
terpreted my ſilence as a half yielding 
to his will: — he could not well dil- 
cern how much my looks diſdain'd his 
ſuit ; for tho' it was mid-day, no other 
light came into the room than what 
beam'd through two ſmall holes in the 
window-ſhutters z — he ſeem'd very 
alert, — threw open the windows, — 
unfaſten'd the door, and order*d that 
ſomething ſhould be got ready to eat; 
but when the waiter came in to ſpread 
the table, he oblig'd me to put on my 
maſk, ſaying, — & You lee, my dear, 
“ how careful | am of your 4 *nopmht — 
EN hope you will reward me for it.“ 


* A 


* 


— 
4 
Cc 
C 
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Alexis. The loweſt hell reward him! 
© — So then you dined tecgether 2 


Matilda. Such an attempt would 


© {ure have choak'd me; overcome, in- 
0 Weck 


* 
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< deed, with thirſt and faintneſs, I ſwal- 
© lowed a little wine mingled with water; 
but though he forced me to fit by him 
at the table, [ neither could nor would 
< partake of any thing was there; — my 
« refufal, however, nor the fight of my 
diſtraction, damp'd not his appetite, he 
both eat and drank heartily, and having 
„ finiſh'd his repaſt, pull'd me on his 
knee and ſaid, — By heaven, in ſpite 
« of all your peeviſh obſtinacy I like you 
above all the women 1n the world, and 
if you will leave your huſband and 
« confent to be my miſtreſs, I have the 
power as well as inclination to ſupport 
“ you in a faſhion equal to that you live 
„ in with the man you are married to, be 
ce he of what rank ſoever.”* I reply'd, 
with all the reſolution I could muſter 
up, that I deſpis'd his offers as much 
* as J hated himſelf, and would receive 
no favours from him but the means of 
returning to my dear injur'd huſband; 
© — on this he paus'd, but ſtil] held me 
«© faſt, and looking earneſtly on my face at 
« laft ſpoke thus :!—*<© Well then, fince it 
| « is ſo, and we muſt part, let us part 
at leaſt as lovers ſhould do, and if I 
© never muſt hope to fee you more, 
*© ſhould be a fool not to make the moſt 
sI can of the preſent .opportunity ;? 
with theſe Words he bore me to the und: 
” . 
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214 The Inviſible Spy. 
and, — oh, Alexis! how ſhall I repeat 


it! — triumph'd a fecond time over the 
fecble reſiſtance I then had ſtrength to 
make; — he afterwards uſed no argu- 
ments to win me to forgiveneſs, but per- 


ceiving the day was near cloſed in, faid 


to me, with a kind of ſneer, — << Ma- 


* dam, you ſhall be obey'd, — ſhall go 


& home to the huſband you are ſo fond 
6 on;” © and then rung the bell for the 


eee ee 


A 


waiter to call a coach; and when told 
there was one at the door, tied a hand- 
kerchief croſs my eyes, I ſuppoſe, to pre- 
vent my my any knowledge of that 
ſcene of my undoing ;—he led me down 
ſtairs, pur me into the coach, and came 


in himſelf; but ſpoke little "till we 


ſtopp'd at a place which I think I have 
heard you ſay they call Covent Garden, 
there ſet me down, and bid the coach- 
man drive back to the place where we 


came from as faſt as he could, I pluck'd 


the kandkerchief off my eyes and threw 


it over my head, my cap and hat being 


loſt in the fruitleſs ſtruggles I had 
made ; — there were vera] chairs, I 


ſtepp'd into the neareſt to me, and was 
brought home in the deplorable ſitua- 
tion you now ſee me.” | 


Alexis. * Oh'tis too much for man to 
bear! — Yet one ting more, A Ida, 
| — de- 


R 
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— deſcribe, as near as poſſible, the fea- 


tures and complexion of this inhuman 
raviſher,” | 


R & 


* 


Matilds. 0 Alas, the horror I was in 
© from the firſt moment I found myſelf 
© in the power of a ſtranger hinder'd me 
trom taking any great notice; — all I 
can ſay is, that he had dark eyes, a 
clear and ruddy ſkin, and though his 
« behaviour render*d him odious to me, 
with others 1 believe he may pals for 
* handſome.” 4 


Alexis. Young I ſuppoſe.” 


Matilda. © About five or ſix and 
twenty, as far as I can Judge.” 


Alexis. Had he the appearance of a 


man of rank and fortune?! 


Matilla. Every thing ſaw about | 
* him, which properly belong'd to him- 
 lelf, befpoke him ſuch 3 — but doubly 


E < diſguiſed. — Did you not take notice 
0 of an Huntſman at the Maſquerade : 5 


Alexis, * Yes, ant remember he al- 


ways kept pretty near to us. — Was he 


C the raviſher : * 


Malilda. 
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Matilda. The ſame; — he told me 
that he had his eye upon me irom the 
« firft moment I came in, and when he 


8 


ſaw you left me, ran and procur'd a 
* Domine as like to yours as he could get, 


in hopes I might be, as alas I really 
was, deceiv'd by that fatal habit. 


Alexis. Tis well ; —1 may perhaps 
hunt him.“ | 


6 


The eyes of Alexis ſeem'd to-flaſh fire 
while he utter'd theſe words ; — after 
which he ſtood muſing for ſome time, 
— then turning to his wife, who ſtill far 


weeping in the ſame poſture ſhe had 


thrown herſelf into at her entrance, ſpoke 


thus to her: 


Alexis. Riſe, Matilda, retire to your 


A 


chamber and endeavour to compoſe 
. yourſelf to reſt.” 


& * 


Matilda. What ſo early? ? — eis not 
yet ſix o'clock.” 


* 


. No matter, — your condi- 
tion requires it, — you have wak' d too 
long, — therefore pray go. | 
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Ad. ” Will you come too? 


Alexis. Do not expect me, — U have 
much to chinte upon and muſt be alone.“ 


- Matilde © Oh, Alexis! — tis as I 


« feard, I am now grown loathſome in 


your ſight. 


Alexis, 0 No, no, — not ſo; ; ins there 
is a fermentation in my mind which 


' £ muſt have time to ſettle, — to-mor- 


* row I may be more at eaſe; — I 


pray you then to give me liberty this 


: night.” 
Matilda. * Well, you ſhall be obey? d. 


With this 1 took a candle an with 
drew; but with a look and geſture o 
truly pity- moving, that if a painter had 
been to draw the picture of Deſpair he 
could not have copy'd from an original 
more ſtriking. 


He then call'd fas; mrs. 8 told 


her his wife had been very much frighted, 


and was indiſpoſed, lo begg'd ſhe whuld 


_ aſſiſt her in any thing he might happen 


to ſtand in need oft, and alſo that ſhe 


would order a bed to be got ready for 
* L. III. f EF | | him 
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him in another chamber: ; — ſhe reply'd, 


with a great many low curtlies, that ſhe 
would take care his commands ſhould be 
obey'd, and that ſhe ſhould think no- 


thing in her power too much to ſerve the 
good lady. 


She ſaid no more, but went out of the 


room, I ſuppoſe, to do what he requeſt- 
ed of her ; — I was about to follow her, 


but ſeeing Alexis put on his wig, which 


he had pluck*d off when he went to lie 
down, thought he was going on ſome ex- 
pedition which might be worth my taking 

the pains ro explore; — to this end i 


ſlipp'd down ſtairs while he was taking 


up his ſword and hat, — got out of the 
houſe before him, — diveſted myſelf of 


my Belt, — became viſible, and met him 


ſome few paces diſtant. 


T told him I was returning to his lodg- 
ings according to my promiſe, and affected 
ſome ſurpriſe at ſeeing him abroad; — he 
leem'd pleas'd that he had not miſs'd me, 
and repeated, in a few words, the ſum of 
what I] have been relating; adding, that 


he now flatter'd himſelf with being able 
to trace out the perſon who had injur'd 


him, by the deſcription Matilda had given 
of him, — and then intreated I would be 


ſo 0 as to accompany him in the 


ſearch | 


YRS 
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| abe he was about to make; ; — to which 


requeſt I readily conſented. 


I found his ſcents was, to enquire 
among thoſe people who let out dreffes for 


the Maſquerade, if any account could be 


given of a gentleman who the night be- 


fore had hir'd firſt the habit of a Huntſ- 
man, and afterwards a blue Domine : — 


the thing, indeed, ſeem'd feafivle enough 
in itſelf, though it did not anſwer expec- 


4 tation. — We went to ſeveral ſhops with- 
cout receiving the leaſt information; and 
all we could at laſt obtain was, that A 


gentleman, habited like a Huntſman, had 
come in a very great hurry for a blue 
Domine, which had not been return'd 


trill about half an hour before our com- 


ing; — but the name or quality of the 
perſon who hir'd it, the woman proteſted 
to us ſhe knew nothing 9 


Alexis then dd ſomewhat haſti- 


ly, who it was had brought it back : — 


| ſhe ſmil'd both at this interrogatery and 
the manner in which it was made, and re- 


ply*d, that ſhe was talking to cuſtomers 


at that time in the ſhop; but if ſhe had 
been leſs engag' d ſhe ſhould ſcarce have 
taken any notice; — * For, ſaid ſhe, pro- 
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220 De Inviſible Spy. 
© paid for the uſe of them, it is not our 
* buſineſs to examine any farther.” 


Here 5 the fruitleſs ch of 
Alexis ; —- he had now no ſhadow of 
hope for diſcovering the raviſher but in 
the advertiſement I had perſuaded him to 


get inſerted in the News Papers, and his 
deſpair became ſo outragious that it was 


with much difficulty 15 * upon 
him to go home. 


I went with him, nen if he was leſt 


_alone in the ſtreet he might be guilty of 


ſome extravagancy ; — it was one of the 
moſt fine froſty nights I had ever ſeen, 
and while we were knocking at the door 
he look'd up towards the ſky, and, with 
a voice denoting the extremeſt bitterneſs 
of heart, burſt into this exclamation: 


Alexis © Low many choad ink 


ling ſtars are there, yet not one among 


them all a friend to me or poor undone 


Matilda!“ 


ES went in with him to the chamber 
mrs. Soberton had cauſed to be provided 
for him, nor would leave him *till 1 had | 


ſeen him in bed; — aiter which I gave 


William a caution not to go to ſleep, but 
Keep N near his aer and be attentive to 
| all 
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all his motions, in order to prevent any 
fatal effect of the preſent diſtraction ot his 
mind. | 


I ſhall not trouble the reader with any 
account of the auxiety I was in at the 
condition in which 1 had leit this worthy, 
though ill-fated pair; — I ſhall only lay, 
it was fuch as made me quit my bed very 
carly tne Next morning, with a reſolution 
to exert my utmoſt endeavours ior the 
mitigation of their forrows, and, if poſ- 
i1ble,-to reconcile Alexis to a misfortune 
which was without a remedy ; but, un- 
luckily tor my deſign, a perſon came to 
ipeak with me the moment I was going 
out; — the buſineſs wh.ch had brought 
him very nearly concern'd me, and ſome 
papers which I was oblig'd to look over 
daetain'd me *till almoſt twelve o'clock. 


On my arrival at the place where I ſo 
much wiſh'd to be, I found Alexis juſt 


come in before me; — he appear'd with 
a countenance much more compos'd than 


the night before, but very penſive and 
melancholy ; — he preſently acquainted 
me, however, with the occaſion of Jus 
having been abroad ; — it was this : 


He told me he had paſs'd the whole 
night in conſidering how he ſhould act. 
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in relation to Matilda, and finding it a 


. 
1 wife ſhe is, and 
£4 

4 


morning, 


join'd, — © I ſhall not go.“ — 
Acry'd 1, 
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thing inconſiſtent with his honour to ſuffer 
ker to remain in town after what had 
happen'd, he reſolved to ſend her imme- 


diatoly into the country, and was juſt re- 


turn'd from hiring a Poſt-chaiſe for tllat 


purpole ; — the reaſon he gave for his 


procecding in this manner was as follows: 


Alexis. She cannot remain here and 
k be ſhut up, ſhe muſt appear ſometimes ; 

— and who can tell but that in ſome 
y Ek y minute ſhe may be ſeen by the 
very villain who has ruin'd her, and 
« who, 
deſire of renewing "the oratification of 
his vicious flame, may diſcover whoſe 
wherever he ſees me 
point me to his lewd companions for 
the wretch he has made mer” | 


Wl 


I had nothing to offer in oppoſition to 


what he ſaid on this ſcore; for, indeed, 
I thought it very proper that they ſhould 
both retire into the country; — lo re- 
ply'd,. that I was glad I had call'd that 
otherwiſe I ſhould not have 
had the opportunity of wiſhing them a 
good journey : — to which he haſtily re- 
How! 
ſomewhat ſurpriſed, do you 
* ſend away Matilda and ſtay behind 
* your- 


either through curioſity or the 
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* yourſelf! — A deep ſigh was the firſt 
anſwer he gave ; but the reftimony of his 
diſcontent was preſently ſucceeded by 
theſe words: : 


Alvi, Tes, my friend, — ſhe müll 
go without me; — two days ago no- 
N thing was ſo precious to me as her pre- 


0 ſnow? ; — [I lived, indeed, but in her 
« fight; — every glance — every look 


he gave ſhot pleaſure to my heart; 


8 but now, alas! thoſe happy mo- 


ments are for ever fled, and I can re- 


« card her as no Other e the ruin'd: 
c reliques of the woman once 0 dear 
8 6 me.“ | 


It was in vain I repreſented to him, 


that as I doubted not but he was perfect- 
ly convinced of the purity of Matilda's 
mind, he ought not to love her leſs for 
the violence her perſon had ſuſtain'd: — 


he own'd the juſtneſs of my reaſons, but 


could not prevail on himſelf to be go- 


vern'd by them; and when I urg'd the 


cruelty of ſending her ſo long a journey 


without any companion to alleviate her 
ſorrows, he made me this * 


Maxis, She does not go alone, — her 

: waiting-maid, who ſoon after our ar- 
rival in town was oblig'd to be remov'd 
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© on account of the ſmall- -pox, is now 
S quite recover'd, and came home laſt 


night; — this girl bas attended Ma- 
1 tilda for ſome years, and I know will 
be very careful of her.” 


While we were diſcourfing the chaiſe 
wo to the door, on which Alexis call*d 


have the 8 put in, and his 


wiſe to make herſelf ready : — I aſk'd 
him if he thought it proper I ſhould take 
my leave of Matilda before her depar- 
ture z — he reply'd, that it was a cere- 
mony which he believ'd ſhe would gladly 
be diſpenſed with from receiving, in her 
preſent unhappy fituation 3 — but begg⸗ d 


1 would ſtay in the dining-room *till he 


had dif patch'd this CO affair. 


With theſe . he went out of the 
room, and I remain'd where I was; — in 
leſs than half a quarter of an hour, ole 
ing thro* the window, I ſaw the diſcon- 


ſolate Matilda go out of the houſe, ſup- 


ported on one ſide by Alexis, and on the 
other by her attendant; — I could not 
ſee her face, but her motions, and the 
diſtracted air with which ſhe threw herſelf 
into the chaiſe, were enough to convince 
me of the extreme wretchedneſs of her 
Jondition. 


Alexis 


Alexis return'd to me in a ſituation. 


little leſs pity- moving yet could not my 


| heart altogether abſolve him for this laſt 


part of his behaviour towards Matilda ; 
it was now, however, a time to ap- 
ply rather balms than corroſives to his 
bleeding and deſpairing mind; I there- 
{ore ſaid every thing in my power which 


I thought might adminiſter conſolation 


to him; but all my endeavours that way 

were unſucceſsful, and though I ſtaid with 
him the greateſt part of the day, had the 
mortification to leave him as I tound him. 


Oh! had the dark unknown beheld the. 


fad effects his wild inordinate defires pro- 


duced, he ſurely could not have ſuſtain'd 
the ſhock, but muſt have reveng'd upon 


himſelf the miſchiefs he had brought 
upon two worthy perſons ſo lately bleis*d, 


o truly loving and beloved. 


LI em 


N Invifible SPY, 225 


5 5 n . 4 
"hp 5 8 

. ä — — N 
ESR = — — re — EPR 


} 
Lt 
| 
Fi 
Yd 
» 
F 
kl 
. 
5 
oy 
: 
S; 
4 
0 


226 The Invijible Soy. 


TETRIS euer 


Y 


0 H A P. III. 
Confifts of ſome farther particulars re- 


lative to the preceding adventure, 
ephich came to the Author's know- 
ledge after the departure of Matilda 

from London; with two letters wrote 
by that unfortunate lady to her H.. 
band in her exile, which it is hoped 
will not be an unwelcome preſent to 


the Public, eſpecially to thoſe who 


| bave bearts not utterly incapable of 


being affeted with the woes of oth ers. 


Am very much afraid that Alexis will 
ſtand but little juſtified in the opinion 


of my fair readers for his conduct towards 
Matilda; — they will doubtleſs ſay, that 
the love he pretended to have for her had 


taken but a ſhallow root in his heart, 
when it could be ſhaken by a misfortune 


which ſhe had no way contributed to 
bring upon herſelf. 


They will, perhaps, alſo add, ther after 
he bad with 10 much fimplicity, ſome 


may think folly too, revealed to him the 


whole of what had befallen her, it was 
| not 


Falls 
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not only unkind, but eee ungenerous 
and cruel in him to abandon her to deſpair 
at a time when ſhe had ſo much need of. 

the tendereſt compaſſion and conſolation. 


I muſt confeſs, indeed, that theſe accu- 
ſations have the ſtrongeſt appearance of 
reaſon on their ſide; yet I muſt take upon 
me, notwithſtanding, to aver, that Alexis 
in this point was influenced by a principle 
which is among the things, which tho? 
we cannot prove to be ſo, yet we know in 
fact are ſo; and how much a paradox 
ſoever it may ſeem to ſome, Love, when 
in exceſs, may, on more occaſions than 
one, produce the lame effects as Hate. 


know not whertier there are many. 
ladies would like to be loved in this. 
manner; for certain it is, that it was. 
chiefly owing to the too refin'd delicacy 
of the paſſion Alexis was poſſeſs'd of tor 
Matilda that made them both ſo greatly 
wretched; — the thoughts that another, 
though by torce, had revell'd in her 
charms, depriv'd thoſe charms of all their 


reliſh, had hcken'd every. with. 


- Whan we have been talking -ogether on 
this head, often have I how: bim in the 
utmoſt bitterneſs of heart, expieſs him- 


ſelf in theſe terms: | 
L 6 Axis 
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Aleixs. I I ſtill adore her mind; — 
& I know it all compos'd of ſweetneſs, 
* innocence, and heavenly truth; — but, 
* oh! the blemiſh caſt upon her perſon 
cannot be waſh'd off but with the vil- 
* lain's blood; and unleſs fate allows me 
the means of doing her and myſelf that 

juſtice, can never look upon her but as 
the ghoſt of my once dear wife.“ 


Fieng that to prevail on him to live 
with Matilda as a wife was a thing utterly 
impracticable, at leaſt *till time had a 
little mellow'd the aſperity of his reſent- 
ment, | forbore any farther ſpeech on 
that head, believing that if a change in 
Matilda's favour ſhould ever happen, it 
muſt come wholly of himſelf, and not by 
the arguments of another, | 


It will be eaſy for. the reader to judge 
of how little efficacy the perſuaſions of 
y friend could be to move him, when 
thoſe of the tender, the endearing, the 
ſo lately ador'd Matilda prov'd in vain, 
which abundantly appear by the many 
letters ſhe ſent to him after her baniſh- 
ment, two only of which I got an oppor- 
tunity of tranſcribing, and here preſent 
pena. to, the public as a ſpecimen of the 

reſt. . 
The 


* 
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The firſt was wrote immediately on her 


arrival at their country ſeat, and contain'd 


theſe lines: 


To ALEXIS. 


40 « My dear, dear Al Exils, 


Am a ſufficient proof that grief is 
not ſo fatal as ſome people would 
repreſent it, ſince I live to tell you [ 
am fately arriv'd tr n, 


lam return'd to that cate bliſsful 
ſcene of ſoft delights, — of pure and 
virtuous love — but, oh ! that Heaven 


is fled, a fad reverſe ſupplies its place, 
and reer I turn my eyes, hor- 


* rors inſtead of Joſs riſe to my diſtract- 


ed view! 


6 1 . when you turn'd 


me from you, your laſt words to me 
were, — be comforted, Matilda. — 


Alas! you full well know, that with- 


out Alexis there is no comlort for Ma- 
tildd; — your preſence is the only 


balſam can aſſuage the tortures of my 


poor burning, bleeding, agonizing 


heart! — ic” then, 1nd iced: you wiſh 
me leſs the wretch I am, let me not 
linger long in a baniſhment more cruel 


than death ! — quit that deteſted town, 
— fly 


— 
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6 —fly to my relief, and at leaſt join 
« with me in bewailing what 1s paſt a 


T* remedy. 


* 


40 But, oh! — I have too much cauſe 


to fear you have totally withdrawn all 


your affection from me, and am doubly 


miſerable in a conſciouſneſs of being 


now render'd unworthy to retain it | — 


yet had ſickneſs, or any other acci- 


dent, deprived me of that little beauty 


nature has beſtow'd upon me, and 


made me become lame, or blind, or 


crooked, I flatter myſelf -you would 


have lov'd me ftill; — you would 


then have pitied and cheriſh'd me in 
your boſom; — and ſure the misfor- 
tune that has befallen me was as far re- 


mov*d from my ſceking as any of thoſe 
1 have ane could poſſibly be. 


« ] will not, however, anticipate the 


doom I ſo much dread, — will not 


give way to apprehenſions diſtracting to 


myſelf, and, I hope, injurious to you; 


I know you are generous and juſt, 


and will endeavour to aſſure myſelf 
"thoſe noble principles, even without 
the aid of tenderneis, will not permit 
you to hate me, to throw me off for 


ever, for my perſon having ſuſtain'd a 


unde, to which I am 1 ar you. 
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are convinced my mind was incapable 


of conſenting : — I will believe that 
you feel all my woes, participate in 
my anguiſh, and that my pen ought 


rather to flow with words of conſola- 


tion that 8 


« Yet if it is ordain'd 4 we muſt 
both be wretched, let us be wretched 


together; — let us mingle our tears, 
and interchangeably eccho back each 
others {ſighs ; — let us indulge deſpair, 


— recal the memory of thoſe bliſsful 


hours we once enjoy'd, — compare the 
preſent with the paſt, and join in curſes 
on the baſe, the inhuman author of 


* 


ce But whither FR my inconſiderate 


paſſion lead me! — does it become 
the love, the tenderneſs, the duty of a 
wife, to wiſh you ſhould partake my 


ruin! — no, — ſince I can no longer 


contribute to your happineſs, rather 
forget, renounce, abandon me for 
ever! — Yet, oh! *tis hard ; — my 


brain grows wild on the reflection; — 
I can proceed no farther. — Pity me, 


my molt dear, my moſt ador'd Alexis! 
pity, — oh pity, 
© The undone, | 
& The loſt MaTirpalt 
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* If theſe diſtraQting lines 8 any 
power to. move your ſoul! — if any 
remains of ſoft compaſſion towards me 
„ ſtill dwell within your breaſt, write to 
te me by the firſt poſt! — fix, I beſeech 
you, my uncertain fate! — oh that 1 
« ſhould live to ſtand in need of entrea- 
ce ties to hear from you 5 


* 


When . ſhew' d me the ore _ 
ſeem'd all diſſov'd in a flood of love and 
tenderneſs ; yet I believe the anſwer he 
ſent to it was dictated in terms not al- 
together ſo ſatisfactory to Matilda as the 


preſent diſturbance of her mind requir'd. 


| Here follows the ſecond melancholy 
epiſile of that unfortunate * 


To F 


$6 My for ever dear, tho? much unkind 
ALEXIS... 


6c SH what anxiety wins I watch- 
&« VV ed the arrival of the poſt! —- 
how counted the tedious minutes as 
&« they glided on]! — how trembled be- 
«© tween hope and fear on every knock 
« was given at the gate, while in expec- 
tation of a letter from you! — at laſt 
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it came; — but, oh! I am not more 
at eaſe | | 


1 Wherkbore, Alexis, do you keep 


me in this eruel ſuſpence! — I afk*d 
no impoſſibilities of you, — defir'd you 
not to love me ſtill, — I only begg'd 


the deciſion of my fate; and ſure that 
is not a requeſt too much tor me to 
Make, or you to grant! 


6 My father, uncles, all my kindred 
and acquaintance, nay, our very ſer- 
vants, ſtand amaz'd to ſee me here 

vitnout you; — they perceive my 
alter'd looks, and with officious love 
enquire into the cauſe: — all the anſwer 
J can make 1 I, that the air of Lon- 
don not agreeing with my conſtitution, 
I hurry'd back before ſome buſineſs 
you had in town would permit you to 
return. 


1 Theſe "MY may paſs current for 


a time, but cannot do fo long; — I 


conjure you therefore, by all you have 
to hope; or fear, or wiſh, not to ex- 


poſe yourſelf and me to conjectures 
which cannot be to the advantage of 


either of our characters ; — pronounce 


my doom, — fay that you will return, 


and live with me, 1n all appearance, 


cc as 
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as before; or ſcruple not to let me 
know you have reſolved on an eternal 
ſeparation, that I may retire at once 
to ' ſome dark corner of the world, 

and ſhut myſelf up from pity and con- 
tempt. | 


« I know this ought to have been 
thought upon beſore you obliged me 


to remove from London ; but Stork of 


us were in too much confuſion at the 
tune of parting to give our cooler 


reaſon any room to operate; — we 


have ſince, however, had leiſure to re- 
flect on what was proper to be done in 
our unhappy circumſtances ; and I flat- 
ter myſelf you will not think me too 
preſuming in being the firſt to men- 
tion it. 1 


6 Oh, Alexis! imagine not that when 


Jurge you to this eclairciſement, that 
I am ſo vain as to ſooth my fond heart 
with a belief that ſince the dreadful ac- 
cident has happen'd to me you ever 
can love me as you have done ; — no, 
rather expect my ſentence will be that 
of an everlaſting baniſhment ; — per- 
haps it is already ſign'd within your 
breaſt, and the compaſſion you have 
for me alone delays the execution. 
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. If phis nid be the cafes th 


aſide that cruel mercy which conceals it 


from me, I beſeech you; — grief and 
deſpair has given me fortitude to bear 


the worlt of ills, and ſure there can be 
none half ſo dreadful to me as feeing 


you no more; — ſo much the better 
for my eternal peace, as it will the 


ſooner rid me of the burden gf a hated 
life; — but I will trouble you no. more 


than to renew iy petition of Knowing 


in your next letter what it is you have 
in effect decreed for 


5 The innocently criminal 


00 MATILDA. 


P. S. Your old e and fel - 
low-collegian, mr. I , has juſt now 


ſent to enquire when you are expected 
down; — he defigns, it ſeems, to ſet 
up at the next General Election for the 
Borough of & and greatly de- 


pends on the intereſt he knows you 


have in that place, — I ſuppoſe you 
will ſhortly receive a letter from him- 
ſelf on the occaſion ; — oh may the 
calls of friendſhip give weight to thoſe 


I have mention'd, and influence ou 
his 0 return.“ 


I hap- 
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| happen'd to be with Alexis at the 
time of his receiving this; — he firit 
read it to himſelf, — then communicated 
it to me, and when he had finiſh'd cry'd 
out with an n e 


Alexis, © Poor Matilda! — unhappy 


© Charming woman! — with what en- 
. chanting eloquence does ſhe plead 
« againſt herſelf! — how ſweetly labour 


to oppoſe what ſhe molt wiſhes to ob- 
> tain.“ 5 N NN | 


As I found the enn reaſon i in the 
arguments urg'd in Martilda's letter, I muſt 


confeſs that I was at a loſs to compre- 


hend what he meant by ſpeaking in this 
manner, therefore deſir'd he would ex- 
plain himſelf, which he 587 . did 


in theſe terms: 


Alexis. - 3 friend, the more I dil- 


cover of her merit, the leſs I am able 


to forget the violation of her honour ; 


* — ] mult ceaſe to love her as I do, — 

« muſt bring myſelf to look upon her 
* with the ſame indifference that moſt 
* huſbands do upon their wives, before I 
* can ſupport, with any- tolerable degree 


. © of patience, the thoughts that — 


has poſſeſs'd her.” 


Thus. 
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Thus did he always talk whenever we 
were alone together, and any mention of 
his wife came upon the carpet, as it 
ſeldom fail'd to do on ſome occaſion 
or other; — had Matilda known his ſen- 
timents, I believe it would be a moot 
point whether ſhe would not rather have 
choſe a ſeparation than to live with him, 
after he had reduced himſelf to ſuch a 
ſtate of 8 


He now, indeed, began to give great 
indications that he had nothing more at 
heart than to loſe all remembrance, not 
only of the injury done to Matilda, but 
of herſelt allo; — by very ſwift degrees 
he became the reverſe of what he was 
before his going to that fatal Maſquerade ; 
— the pleaſures of the bottle, and the 
_ converſation of the looſer part of woman- 
kind, divide too much of his time be- 
tween them, and he ſeeks in riots and 
debaucheries his relief from melancholy. 


I am told, however, that he is at pre- 
ſent preparing to ſet out for ******' but 
what ſatisfaction can- the virtuous Ma- 
tilda receive from his return thus trans- 
form'd, — thus debaſed in morals and 


behaviour from the man ſhe had ſo dearly 
loved, 
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loved, and who was once ſo worthy her 
eſteem? | 5 


How ſad a reverſe has a few weeks 
made in the condition of this lately happy 
pair! — ſurely the wretch, tor ſo I mult 
call him, be he of what degree or rank 
ſoever, who for the ſake of gratifying the 
fleeting pleaſure of a moment has brought 
this ruin on them, ought never to be 
forgiven in this world, whatever a ſincere 
contrition, if he is capable of it, may 
entitle him to in the next. | 


„ . oo en oe Wc | 


. 

The Author having found ſomething in 
his rambles, which he ſuppoſes may 
be of ſome value to the right owner, 
to ſhew his readineſs to reficre it, 
condeſcends to lake upon himſelf the 
office of a Town-Cryer, — but 

does the ceremony of the great 
O-Yes three times repeated. 


Ph Appening one morning to, wake more 
early than ordinary, I quitted my 
bed, and the weather being fine, and my 
humour more inclined to ſeriouſneſs than 


gaiety, 
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gaiety, I took a little promenade, not 
with the leaſt deſign or expectation of 
making any diſcovery of other people's 
affairs, but merely to think of my own 
with more liberty than I could do at 
home. — I met no living creature in my 
way except ſome few birds that perch'd 
upon the twigs of the yet leafleſs trees, 
and in melodious notes chanted forth praiſcs 
to the approaching ſpring ; — theſe rather 
indulging than confounding meditation, 
| pals'd flowly on by the fide of the Ser- 
pentine-River, where, as I was bury'd in 
reflection on things which the reader has 
no buſineſs to be acquainted with, my 
eyes were attracted with the fight of a 
white ſattin pocket lying juſt before me, 
— [ ſuppoſe it might have been dropp*d 
from ſome lady's ſide the night before; 
for on my taking it up I found it ex- 
tremely damp with the dew which always 
falls in abſence of the ſun. 


I Lok upon this as a lawful prize, 
and that I had a right to keep it; at 
leaſt *till I could find ſomebody that had 
a better title; 3 — ] therefore tied it up 
in my handkerchief, and after having 
tiniſh'd my walk took it home with me, 
where my impatience did not ſuffer me 
to continue long without examining what 
it contain'd 3 — I ſhall give a faithful in- 

ventory 
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ventory of all the- particulars, reſerving | 
only one in petto, in order to prevent being 


impoſed upon DF: any fictitious claimant, 


Money being the chief idol of man- 
kind, I ſhall give that the preference, and 
begin with' the Purſe, which had in it 
five gold ducats, a leaden French ſhil- 
ling, a bent half-crown. and a medal of 


the Duke of Cumberland in copper, very 
curious, but by ſome accident had been 


crack'd, and the impreſſion in ſeveral 
parts pretty much eraſed, 


Having look'd over theſe pieces, I put 


them caretully back into the Purſe whence 


I had taken them, and then proceeded to 
a farther ſcrutiny. 


The next thing that preſented itſelt 
was a very {mall Pocket-book, which | 
ſhall forbear to deſcribe, / as well as to 
make any mention of the ſeveral memo- 
randums it contain'd, to any perſon in 
the world but to the lady who wrote and 
mall come to demand them. 


There was alſo a chryſtal * 
bottle half full of Sal Armoniac, a tortoſe- | 
ſhell Snuff-box rimm'd with gold, and a 
naked Venus painted on the inſide. | 


But 
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But the moſt valuable part of this 
cargo, at leaſt according to my opinion, 
was ſome papers, — not Bank- Bills, — 
but letters and other writings more de- 
ſerving the attention of the public, and 
which I ſhall make no ſcruple to inſert, 
as they gradually fell under my inſpec- 
tion; eſpecially as all of them having 
been ſent under covers, which were not 
in the packet, the name of the lady to 

whom they were directed can only be 


gueſs'd at. 
rr 
% MADAM, 


1 Now ſend you the Catalogue you 
« have ſo often requeſted of me; but 
* intreat you will be fo good as not to 
* Jet any one ſoul in the world know 
you had it from him who has the ho- 


<* nour to be, 
a With the greateſt reſpect, 


« MaADAM, 


c 


cg 


© Your moſt humble, 
And moſt devoted ſervant. 
The name ſabſcrib'd to this had been 
torn off, either by deſign or accident 
Vor. III. = M | but 
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but the paper which accompany'd it was 


"UE and entire: — here follows a 
thiul tranſcript. 325 


A Cararocu of ſome very ſcarce 
and curious. pieces, in Proſe and 


Verſe, all wrote by * Y the Fong 
eminent hands. 


PHE Art of Pleaſing in . 
ſation. An heroic Poem. — By 


the — of C 


2. An Eſſay on 0 Wrote ori- 
ginally in High Dutch, and now tranſ- 
lated by a perſon of diſtinction into Eng- 


liſh. — Bound in red Turky, ad gilt 
and letter d. 


3. The Virtues of Carmine, with a 
Recipe how to prepare it with ſucceſs, — 
probatum eft. — By the C—— of 8 
Gilt back and letter'd. 


4. Patient Grizel. A Poem in fix 
Cantos. — By the real C of C 
Bound in Calf, very plain. | 


The Politician defeated. A Novel. 
In three Parts. — By the E— of E——. 


SFU in blue . = 
6. The 
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6. The Croaker. A Tragi-comical 
Farce of one Act. — By Low 3 


7. Cookery improv'd, after the Epi. 
curean ſtile. — By a Club of Gentlemen, 
In ſheets. . 


8. The Chaſte Maid ; or, A new 
Way to amuſe the Town, — A Comedy 
of has Acts, eacli ſufficient for a Winter 


Night's Entertainment. — By the face. 
tious s H— F——, Eſq; 


1 to chuſe a Wife; ſhewing 


the Abſurdity of all thoſe generally ob. 


ſerved. .— By Sir — 0. In Boards. 
10. A philoſophical Definition of 


Card-Craft, — upwards of forty Years 


compiling — By the very learned and 
moſt ingenious Profeſſor Mr. Ho——e 
Stitch din gilt Paper. 


i: Frugality. A Poem. In nine 
Cantos. — By the — of * ; 


Bound in Vellum. 5 


10. "4 Calletion; of Jeſts and merry 
Phraſes, to keep young Pupils Heads 
from aching with more laborious Studies. 
ms Tutor in the modiſh Sciences. 
9 | TIO 
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Finely bound in blue 288 8 gle | back 
and letter d. 


13. Toy before you buy. A Poem 
after the manner of Hudibraſs. — By the 


K— of a In Boards. 


134. The Charms of Novelty. A Pin- 
Aaric _ is miſs C——. In Sheets. 


15. The Pleaſures of ater or, 
who would not be a Huſband. A Farce. 
— By L—- V——. Stitch'd, and very 
uf ſullied with often reading. - 


16. A Diferration on Flys ERG By 
the Preſident of a learned Society. In 


Boards. 


17. Laugh and lie down. A Ballad 
Or of three Acts. — By L— P—-—. 
Sitch'd 1 in blue wa. $a 


18. An Eſſay to prove that true Ho- 
nour is always concomitant with good 
Senſe.— By the E— of O——-, Bound 


in plain blue Turky. 


109. Conjugal Love. A Paſtoral, of 
one continued Scene. By the E— of N. 
Printed on a new Elze vir letter, and neatly 
bound without tawdrineſs or affectation. 
20. The 


20 The Patriot. A ſecret Hiſtory. 
— By G—— D—— EO. Bound in: 
clouded Calf, Sh 


27. The Double Dealer; 3. Df; > The 


Weſtminſter Diſappointment. A Farce. 


of two Acts. — By Sir G 
Stitch'd in Cap Paper. 


. 


28. Ah Eulogy on Apoſtacy. —By Lien 
G — Bound in Calf and gilt back. 


23. Love in a Bottle. A Poem, in 
three Cantos. — By the E— of M—. 
Sticch'd 1 in blue Paper. 


24. Fm 3 Or, Old Age and Gal | 


lantry reconciled. A humorous Fa arce of 
one Act. — By the E— G: H 
Stitch'd. HW: 


| 25. An n to Hoſpitality te to 
Foreigners, even tho? it ſhould happen to 
be deſtructive to the Liberties of the Na- 
tives. — By L—T „ as he deliver'd 
it at_ the Hay-Market. Bound in the. 
F rench Taſte. | 


L > 


26. Chitjciſme « on chi Play of Rule 


a Wife and Have a Wife. — By L— 
 D——, In Boards. | 


M. 3 . 4 The- 
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27. The Fox weary of Gooſe-bunting 
A Fable. — By the B of D=——— 
Bound in Parchment. =” 


28. The ad: Catechiſm. A new 
Ballad. —By the celebrated Miſs . 


aA infallible Remedy for curing 
the Scotch Itch without Bleeding. — By 
the D— of 4222 


30. The Beauties of domeſtic Life, il- 
luſtrated with Examples. A Paſtoral 
0 — By the D— of B—. Neatly | 
bound. | 15 


31. Love levels all; or, A lucky Frip | 
to Bath. An Epic Poem without any 
Epiſodes. — By C 
on a half worn out levied but very rich- 
ly bound. | 


32. Inſtructions for a - Supp Nene to 
Arthur Collins's Peerage of England. — 
By L- L—— Stitch'd in Marble 


Paper, 


33. Verſes in praiſe of Breeding, —By 
n 2 


B Printed 


Al. RA nitrate + 
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34. True Magnificence. An Heroic: 
Poems — 4 the D— of M —— . 3 


35. Love in a Coach. A true Secret 
H1itory. — BY C—— . Stitch'd,. 


os. Second Thoughts beſt A Philo- 2 = 1 1 
ſophical Treatiſe, dedicated to a Brother —_ 
of the Horn. — By Mr. W— . _— 
Bound in * [bin. 1 


37. T he Triumvirate of Converts; oo 
Wn a ſeri s of Epiſtles cn moral Es —̃ 
religious Subjects, which paſs'd between = 
Eon 1 — n and Mrs: A 
C In Boards. 


46. The Eſcape. A Satire. 2 0 1 


to L— D— M —, by a well-wiſher 1 
to her „ e | by 1 


3 9. A Scheme intended to be offer'd: 
to Parliament for the erecting Stock- 
jobbers into a Corporation, and having 

- a Hall of their own to tranſact Buſineſs 
in, without going to Exchange: Axes — 
By Mr. Pom. | 


40. A Letter . with a Side of Ve- 
niſon to the celebrated Mrs. I — D—, 
„„ in 
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in the Piazza, Covent-Garden. — By 
L—. 1e. 


41. A ſhort Treatiſe concerning pub 
lic and private Charities, proving to a 
Demonſtration that the former are of 
much more Emolument to the Giver than 
the latter. — By I.— E— J—. Cu- 
riouſly bound, with a Regiſter. 


42 The Humiliation. A Poem. Ad- 
dreſs'd to the Inexorables. — By 11— 
6 Rot, Stitch'd. * 


43. A bey that Votes for Mem- 
bers of Parliament will fall to no Price 
at the next Weſtminſter Election. — Bày) 
Sr W — Y- 


8 folded and odd this Paper 
in the pocket whence 1 had taken it, * 
proceeded to the others. 


LETTER 10. 


6 oa, 


«FT muſt be confeſs'd that you are 
1 endow'd with a courage and reſolu- 
& tion ſuperior to what moſt of your ſex 
can boaſt of; but you muſt give me 
% leave to ſay, at the ſame time, that in 


6 thele affairs we men run much the 
* greateſt 


_ Wea ot: ab 4 * , 880 2 
— . 7 * IR 
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«© oreateſt hazards; in caſe of a diſcovery, 
<« our perſons are liable to fall a ſacrifice - 
«< to the reſentment of an-injur'd huſband, . 
and our fortunes ſure to be ruin'd by 
„way of reparation of his diſgrace, — 
« whereas the worſt you have to fear is a 
« divorce : — the laws are favourable to 
*© wives, — the portion you brought with - 
«© you is either return'd, or an annuity - 
equivalent z—and as for the little ſhame - 
you ſuſtain by ſuch a procedure, it is 
well atton'd for by your being freed 
« from the loathſome careſſes of the man 
«© you hate, and at full liberty to purſue - 
your inclinations with him you love.— 
Be aſſur'd, dear madam; I would venture 
“ much for the continuance. of the bleſ- 
fing you permit me to enjoy; but I find. 
the intercourſe between us begins to be 
ſuſpected, and you muſt therefore par- 
don me that I yield to neceſſity, and. 
« refrain any farther meetings with you, 
c at leaſt for the preſent : — I was yeſter- 
c day at Court, and heard ſome whiſpers 
that your jealous coxcomb would ſoon, 
e be ſent abroad ;—1it ſuch a thing ſhould - 
happen, as I have ſome pretty good 
« reaſons to believe it will, I ſhall return 
e with double tranſport to your embraces, 
till then prudence obliges me to deny, 
«- myſelf that happinels ; ; but at how 
great a diſtance ſoever I keep my 90 
M 59 | «10, 
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24 ſon, 1 beg you will do me the Juſtice 
„ to believe my heart is alvays with 


de you, and that I can never ceale to be, 


_ With the greateſt ſincerity, 
#20 % Dear MADAM, 
40 * moſt obliged, 
1 And moſt faithfully 
4 Devoted ſervant, | 
* . umz Ts. 


md ff S. I would not have: you harbour 
any unjuft ſuſpicions, either of me or 
your fair friend, for upon my ſoul 
I never had the leaſt deſign upon her 
in the way you mean; and you will 
find, whenever it is convenient for me 
to renew my devoirs to you, that LI 
like no woman better than yourſelf, — 


Once more I bid mw unwillingly. 
5 adieu. ; 


4 


* 


«c 


A 


* 


(6 
16 
40 


LETTER III. 


40 © Dear Creature, 


oe” OUR Damon and my Strephon, 
4 as we call them, are both with 


me; — they have found out the moſt 
4 8 1 charm- 
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charming place that ever was for us to 
ſcamper to, whenever we can delude 
„the eyes of our impertinent gaolers; 
„E if you can find any excuſe to get 
«- looſe from yours, the rendezvous agreed 
upon is the banks of the Serpentine- 
river, juſt after ſun- ſet, whence we are 
« to follow our leaders where they ſhall 
_ « pleaſe to conduct us. — Lady Fillup 
e has a route to-night, — you may tell 
your tyrant. you are going there; but 
„ why ſhould I put pretences into a head 
* ſo much more fertile than my own ? 

« Fail not to come, however, if it be 
% not a thing utterly impoſſible for hu- 
<« man wit to accompliſh ; but let us 
„know your reſolution by the bearer. 


Ys 


+> 
— 


* 


e an,, 
With the moſt perfect amity,, 
« My DER, | 
«. Your very obedient, 
6 Humble ſervant, 
©. CORRINNA.. 
% P. S. While I was writing the above, 
„ Damon, to ſhew either his love, or 


« wit, or both, took up a LNG and em 
cc ploy'd it in the incles'd. 


M 6. - 


"Fro. my Souls Treaſure. 


6. Pur, charmer, fly, — leave home- | 
« bred cares behind, 

* 1 thoughts of e joys fil all 
© your mind; 
es — ſmiling pleafure wanton o er your, 
© face, 
And kindling tranſports brighten ev'ry 
1 
* Each vein of mine beats high with 
„ love's alarms, : 

« Hafte then, and lull me nl in your 
arms. | 


1 know I am a bad poet, but you. 
« will find me a better lover, and that 
e your charms are capable of inſpiring. 
© me with more fire than all the ladies of 
©. Parnaſſus put together. I am, 


„With truth and renderneſs, 
Ie My lovely dear, 
Four moſt paſſionate, 
« And faithful adorer, 


© Damon.” 


The letter 1 Philetes, and that of Car: 
einna and Damon, being dated on the 
| ſame 
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ame day, diſcover'd to me that the lady 
who received them was not quite incon- 
ſolable for the loſs of one lover as ſhe had 
another in ſtore; and alſo that ſhe fail'd 
not to comply with the invitation of. 
Damon, and that ſhe had dropp'd her 


pocket at the rendes vous appciated by 5 
Corrinna. 


1 make no queſtion but that the inqui- 
ſitive reader would be glad to know the 
name and rank of this ſo much admir'd 
lady; but as I can do no more, at moſt, . 

than gueſs at either, I ſhould be loath to 
impoſe my bare and uncertain conjectures 
upon the public, for fear of a miſtakxe, 
and being guilty of the worſt of wrongs, 
that of prejudicing the character of an 
innocent. perſon. — I wiſh every one 
would pay. as much regard as bk.“ to 
what Spakeſpear * on. 51 occaſion: 


: — 


85 Good name, in man or woman, 
Is the immediate jewel of our ſouls: 
4. © Who ſteals. my purſe, ſteals traſh: ? 
* ſomething, nothing; | 
<-* Twas mine, tis his, and has been ſlave - 
PZ 3: 
© But he: that filches from me my. good! 
= < name, 
| * Robs me of that which not 3 him, 
15 And makes me poor indeed.” 
| „ ä 
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Could 1 Hate ſorm'd even the mot 


diſtage ſuppoſition to what place Strephon 


and Damon had conducted their ladies, I 


doubt not but my curioſity would have 
carry'd me thither, where my enquiries 


might perhaps have gain'd me the ſatis- 


faction of knowing how much of the 
night theſe inamoratos had paſs'd to- 


gether, and in what manner they had 


been entertain*d; but no mention being 


made of any ching farther than the place 
where they were to. meet, in Corrinna's 
letter, I was oblig'd to content myſelf. 
with what diſcoveries I had made, and 


fo muſt the reader alſo. | 


I cannot conclude this chapter hodt | 
an obſervation which has conſtantly ge 
curr'd to me whenever any thing fell in 
my way of the kind I have been rela- 
ting, — which is this: —as the wife has 
the  honetar of her huſband in keeping, it 
ſeems to me a moſt ungenerous and cruel 
addition to the crime of wronging his 


bed, when by public indiſcretions ſhe ex- 
poſes him to that contempt and ridi- 


cule which the world, though without 
the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon or r juſtice, is 


always ſure to caſt upon the huſband of 
a tranſgreſſing wile. 


I know, 
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1 know very well that people: are apt 


to ſay, — that when a woman abandons 


herſelf to vice ſhe preſently becomes ut- 
terlly incapable of paying any regard to 
her own reputation, much lefs to that of 
her huſband ; and that it appears a much 
greater matter of ſurpriſe when they ſee 
women, as it muſt be confeſs'd many 


— 


ſuch there are, who, without being cri- 


minal in fact, behave in ſuch a manner 


as to draw on themſelves the ſevereſt 
cenſures. 


Though I muſt allow that this too fre- 


quently happens, yet I cannot agree in 
opinion with thoſe who ſeem to wonder it 


ſhould be ſo, and look upon it as a kind 


of inconſiſtency in nature; — I rather 


imagine that guilt is more likely to in- 


ſpire circumſpection; — a woman Wðhho 
knows herſelf culpable, I ſhould expect 
to be very careful not to do any thing 
in public that might cauſe ſuſpicion of her 
being leſs reſerv'd in private; whereas a a 
conſciouſneſs of innocence, eſpecially in 
a thoughtleſs diſpoſition, may eafily ren- 


— 


der a woman unguarded, and leſs obſer- 
vant of thoſe decorums, which, tho' not 


eſſential to virtue, are doubtleſs neceſſary ö 


tO reputation. 
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cation, and contains ſome things 
201 << the Author is apprehenſive 
dull not be very agreeable to the Fe- 
male part of his readers, whether of 
the elderly or the more youthful claſs, 
yet may ſerve as a 2 keg admonition 1 
zo both. 
HE good or as ill fortune of our 
whole lives chiefly depends on the 
firſt bent given to our minds in youth; 
impreſſions made in our early years take 


a deep root within us, grow up with us to 
maturity, become part of . ourſelves, . ſo - 


that they may properly be call'd a ſecond . 


nature, and are ſeldom, if ever, totally 
eradicated. — According to one of our 


Engliſh poets, 


208 Children, like tender oſiers, take ib 
bow, ä 
And as they firſt are faſhion'd, ſtill will 
* 8 | 


For 
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For this reaſon it is that parents, un- 


leſs they are very remiſs indeed, take ſo 


much pride in the education of their 


children, beſtowing on them every ac- 


compliſhment befitting of their rank and 


circumſtances, and oftentimes more than 


will well agree with either; — yet all this 


will not do, — there are ſome previous 
iteps to be taken, without which all the 
improvements we can make, from the 
leſſons of the moſt able maſters, will 
never render us worthy the eſteem of 


others, or truly happy in ourſelves, for 


any length oft time. 


Pride, and an impatience of 8 = 
are the firſt propenſities diſcoverable in 
human nature; — if theſe an humour'd. 

and indulged in their beginn ings, which 


is indeed in our moſt early years, they 
will ſoon become too headſtrong and too 


turbulent to be afterwards reſtrain'd and 


ſubjected to the government. of reafon, 
by any methods whatever that can be 


taken for that purpoſe; — their firſt in- 
dications ſhould therefore be carefully 


watch'd, and check'd in every aner 


1 ſmile to think what objections are 
commonly made, by ſome over- fond pa- 


rents, to ſuch a manner of proceeding z — 
it 
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if I am not miſtaken theſe two are the 
principal; that to curb children too 
much is apt to break their ſpirits; and 


that the world being ſo full of diſappoint- 


ments, that few people eſcape them when 
they come to maturity, it is pity. the poor 
things ſhould know ſorrow before their 
time; — to both which I take the liberty 
rene fply: 7 ET 36 


Firſt, As to what they call the break- 
ing of the ſpirit, — that due decorum I 
would recommend, takes no more of the 
ſpirit from the young maſter or miſs than 
what is neceſſary to keep them from 


running into thoſe follies and exceſſes 


which, how excuſable ſoever in childhood, 
render them contemptible in riper years; 
— as the ſkifful gardener lops from his 
render plant thoſe ſuperfluous branches, 
which, if ſuffer'd to continue, would 


hinder it from growing to perfection. 


Then as to the ſecond, — Every one 
knows the ſorrows their little -hearts are 
capable of feeling make no laſting im- 
prefficn on them, — they will cry one 
moment and laugh the next; — the con- 
tradiction they meet with, will only make 
them ſenſible that they neither can nor 
ought to expect they are to have their 


will in all things; and the trifling diſap- 


pointments 
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pointments given them will enable them 
to ſuſtain with fortitude thoſe of more 


conſequence which ny dersafter poſſibly ; 


befal them. 


A Boy is leſs liable to the danger of 
being ſpoil'd by too much indulgence than 


a Girl + becauſe he is no ſooner taken 


from the nufſery than he is either put ap- 
prentice to ſome trade or calling; or, if 
of a ſuperior rank, under the inſpection 


of a grave and auſtere tutor; — that is, 


when the tender mamma does not in- 
tertere, and give orders that no intenſe 


ſtudies be impoſed upon him, for fear f 


making his head ach; — but this ſeldom. 
happens, — her huſband, if ſhe has one 


alive, will not endure his ſon ſhall be 


bred' a dunce to pleaſe his wife, — where- 
as he meddles not with the education of 
his daughters, but leaves them to the di- 
rection of their mother, 


The good lady, no gebe is extreme- 
ly ambitious that her daughter ſhall be 
one of the moſt accompliſh*d young crea- 
tures in town; — to this end the . beſt 


maſters in their ſeveral ſciences are em- 


ploy'd to teach her Muſic, Dancing and 
French; — if ſhe is well vers'd in theſe, 
5 e how to dreſs in the moſt . 
coming manner, and to give a genteel 

| turm 
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turn to an invitation on a card, ſhe is. 
look'd upon as complete in every neceſ- 
ary qualification ;— for as to any under- 
ſtanding in cookery, paſtry,or needle-work, 
they are conſider'd as vulgar things, and 
below the delicacy of a fine bred lady. 


I have the honour to be pretty ety 
related, by marriage, to lady Plyant, her 
late huſband being my firſt couſin; de- 
cency obliges me to vifit the widow ſome- 
times; — ſhe is a very affable good na- 
tur'd woman, and has, indeed, ar greater 
ſhare of underſtanding than hex too great 
compliance with the cuſtoms of the age 
will permit her to make ſhew of. 


She keeps a prodigious deal of com- 


pany, for which reaſon I ſee her much 


leſs frequently than otherwiſe I ſhould do; 
— but happening to paſs by her houſe 
one day, when no coach nor chair was in- 
waiting there, I ventur'd to knock at the 


door, and was glad to be told ſhe was 


alone; — I had not, however, been with 


her above ten minutes before two or three 


loud raps . the approach of ſome 
new gueſt, and preſently after a grave 


elderly lady was introduced. 


Lady Plyant receivd her with much 


politeneſs and a great. ſhew of n 5 


The 0050 JEN, .- 261 


and after the firſt ſalutations were over, 


and we had FINS ourſelves, ſaid to her, - 


Lady Ply ant. Dear mrs. Loyter, 1 
have not 1 vou this age, and have 
been quite unhappy in the want of you. 


Mrs. Loyter. Dear lady. Plyant, the 
_ © loſs is wholly mine; — but I have been 

* ſo embarrals'd; — my poor girl has 
been extremely indiſpoſed.” 


Lady Plyant. * Bleſs me! — Miſs nat 
well, and I hear nothing of it! — But 
A hope ſhe i is better? 


Mrs. Layter. 5 perfectly recover 4, 


© madam ; — ſhe will have the honour * 


waiting on your ladyſhip this evening; 
© ſhe is gone to make about half a dozen 
viſits; but pray'd heartily to find no- 


C 
body at home, that ſhe might follow | 


* me here the ſooner.” 


3 Lady Plyant, © How perfedtly. kind 


that was; — well, ſhe is a charming 


creature; — you are the happieſt wo- 


© man in the world in having fuch a 
daughter: — I proteſt among all my 
« acquaintance I do not know any young 


"ad lady that comes up to her; — there is 
* ſome- 
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* ſomething ſo ſweet, — fo engaging, in 
every ching ſhe does.) 


Mrs. Liyter. She 1s infinitely oblig d 
© to your ladyſhip ;—indeed [ have taken 
a great deal of pains with her; for as I 
have nothing to do with my ſons, they 
being all under their father's manage- 
ment, and I have no other daughter, | 
I ſhould never have forgiven myſelf if 1 
had not uſed my utmoſt endeavours to 
form her mind ſo as to make her as 
agreeable as poſſible to her acquain- 
© tance; and, I thank Heaven, I_have 
been Pretty ſucceſsful | in It, 


, e ee 


4 | 


Lady Plyant. * Oh, mieden. the world 
© muſt alike you have, — Miſs is the 
* darling of every body that knows ber.” 


Mrs. Loyter. * The girl has a great 
deal of good nature, madam, and does 
not want a genius and capacity to 
mingle in converſation on almoſt any 
ſubject becoming a young lady to be 
acquainted with. 5 


e 


I had been upon the wing to take my 
flight almoſt. from the moment mrs. 
Loyter came in; but what was ſaid in 
relation to her daughter determin*d me to 


fſtay till mits ſhould arrive, in order to 
5 


The Ervifble Spy. _ 


be cri how far her perſon and be- 
haviour correſponded with the high cha- 
racter had been given of her. 


1 waited, tho not without ſome impa- 
tience, 'till abundance more had paſs'd 
between theſe two ladies on the ſame ſub- 
ject, and on ſeveral other no leſs trifling, 
which as I cannot think the reader will be 
' better pleas'd with than I was myſet, I 
ſhall forbear to inſert. 


At length miſs Loyter 3 and J 
ſtretch'd my eye-lids ,to their full extent 
to take in all the charms I had heard ſhe 
was poſſeſs'd of; — the girl, indeed, was 
well enough; but I could diſcover no- 
thing extraordinary about her; nor did 
her eyes or air give any indications of that 
ſparkling wit her mother ſeem'd to boaſt 
of ; but as I thought it unfair to give a 
verdict on mere appearances, I ſuſpended 
my judgment on her underſtanding till I 
had more ſubſtantial proots. 


The diſcourſe at firſt was only on where 
ſhe had been, — who ſhe had ſeen, — 
and how ſuch and ſuch a lady was dreſs'd; 
— I found mils talk*d very learnedly on 
this ſubje&, and therefore was not with» 

our hype of hearing ſomething from her 
_ equally * on others of more impor- 
| dance; 
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tance; but none being ſtarted I was com- 
pelPd to liſten to the ſeveral animadver- 
lions made by theſe three ladies on caps 
and flounces, to my very great mortifica- 
tion, as any one who reads this work 
may eaſily ſuppoſe by what it diſcovers of 
my humour, 


At laſt miſs happening to ay that 
ſhe had met mrs. O in one of the 
viſits ſhe had been making, I preſently 
catch'd up the word and ſaid to her, — 

Then, madam, I doubt not but ſome 
© converſation paſs'd which you will do 
us a favour to repeat, as the lady you 
mention is perfectly acquainted with 
public affairs, and reaſons upon them 
very juſtly. — To which ſhe made this 


anſwer : 


GG 6A K „* 


Miſs Loyter. * 80 83 ay, r; but 
* ſhe was juſt going out when I came in; 
© ] was heartily glad of it; for J hate to 
hear a deal of ſtuff about things that I 


know nothing of.“ 


K „ 


As T had a good ſhaw 1 in the enſuing 
part of this converſation, I ſhall, to avoid 
confuſion, repeat my own words as it 
ipoke by another POP: 


AUtÞ07. 


, — 4 


3» 


Author. Then, madam, you have 
no reliſh for pollen _— 


— 


22 Loter. . No Rag, fir. — What 


buſineſs have I with the tranſactions of 


C 

kings, and princes, and parliaments ? 
— It makes me ſick to hear ſo much 
© of wars, and treaties, and conventions, 


and taxes, and ane, and ſuch 
* nonſenſe.” 


Author, ] muſt confeſs, madam, that 


the affairs of Europe are a little intri- 


« cate at preſent, and may be puzzling to 


a a lady's comprehenſion ; — but I ſup- 
poſe you are well acquainted with che 
hMliſtories of tormer times.” 


| Miſs Leyter. Lord, fir, what have 
I todo with former times ?? 


* 


Author. * Every one, madam, has to 


N 


do with the annals of the country they 
were born in.“ 


** 


Mrs. 1 - Theſe things are quite 


A 


out. of my daughter's way ; but for all 
that I can 2 8 vou. ſar, ſhe reads a 
great deal.” 0 


Od. 


Vol. II. - - vir: 
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Author. It would be pity, indeed, 
madam, ſo fine a young lady ſhould be 
altogether ignorant of books: — I ima- 
gine therefore that miſs's genius ſoars 
to a. higher pitch, — the wonders of 
the creation, ſo beautifully defined in 
ſome treatiſes of natural philoſophy, 
perhaps are her favourite contempla- 
tions; — I make no queſtion but ſhe 


bas read Le Spectacle de la Nature.“ 


Mrs. Leyter. I believe not, fir. — 
Have you, my dear?“ | | 


Miſs Loyter. « Not I, truly; — but 
have heard enough of it: — they ſay 


that there are four volumes of it taken 


up with nothing but a deſcription of 
Trees, and Birds, and Beaſts, and 
Fiſhes, and naſty Inſects.” 


| Anthor. * What do you think, madam, 


K M M W 


of Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds?“ 


Miſs Leyter. O hang it, — I was 
never ſo diſappointed in my life; — I 
thought by the beginning, when 1 
ſound a gentleman and lady were taking 
their promenade together by moon. 
light, that ſome pretty adventure would 
have enſued ; — but good God, the 

—_— - : | Author 


U 


« 


SM 2m oa 


qe 


> CK. 


4 


Author has made them talk of nothing 
but the Planets and the things that 
happen in the Sky.“ 


Author. E, I fancy then, mils, that 
Romances and Novels are chiefly your 
taſte.” 6 ; 2 


Miſs Loyter. I hate Romances, they 
are too tedious; — as for Novels, 1 


like ſome of them well enough, parti- 


cularly mrs. Behn's ; — but I know not 
how it is, the Authors nowadays have 
got ſuch a way of breaking off in the 
middle of their ſtories, that one forgets - 


one half before one comes to the other.“ 


Author, * Digreſſions, mils, when 


they contain fine ſentiments and judi- 


cious remarks, are certainly the moſt 


valuable parts of that ſort of writing.“ 


Miſs Loyter. ] cannot think ſo, and 


I could wiſh the Authors would Keep 


their ſentiments and remarks to thems. 
ſelves, or elſe have them printed in a 
different letter, that one might know 


when to begin and when to leave off.“ 
Author, * I preſume, miſs, you are 
fond of Poetry??? 
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Miſs Leyter. Not very fond ; —1. 


can 1 ſay Jever read much of 1 it,” 


Author. Then you can't ſay whether 
you give the preference to the ancient 


or the modern: 8 


Miſs Loyter. No, really ;- z — I never 
thought about the matter.“ 


Mrs. Loyter. Sir, my daughter is 
not ſo vain as to ſet up for a critic, tho 
I am pretty ſure ſhe knows more than 
ſhe pretends to; — I have heard ſome 
good judges allow her to have a very 


diſtinguiſning taſte in ſome of the Thea- 3 


trical repreſentations.” 


Miſs Loyter. * O I livk a Farce or a 
Pantomime extravagantly ; 3 — 2 are 


* vaſtly diverting.” 


| Author. Then I ſuppoſe, miſs, you 


s ſee Plays merely for the Entertainments 
* which ſo Rs ae. ſucceed them?! 


WW K, „ 


Mifs Lo ter. Not entirely ſo; 


there are he Plays I like well ab; 
but there are others ſo cramm'd with 
the words Liberty and Public Spirit, 


that they are quite — 
Au bur. 
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Author. * When there is too much of 
« theſe things, madam, the Licence- 
Office knows how to correct them.“ 


Mi Later. There _ Cato, for 
example, — lome people cry it up; but 
for my part I think it a piece of dull 
« ſtupid ſtuff, excepting one. ſcene be- 
« tween Portius and Lucia.” 


| thought I had now ſufficiently ſound- 
ed the genius and capacity of this young 
lady, therefore ceaſed to engroſs her any 
longer to mylelf, and ſoon after took my 
leave, ſecretly wondering at the ſtrange 


partiality of mrs. Loyter in regard both 
of herſelf and daughter, : 


A few hours, however. 3 me be- 
gin to judge ſomewhat more favourably of 
theſe ladies ;z— * Tho? mrs. Loyter, ſaid I 
within myſelf, is miftaken in believing 
© ſhe has been able to make her daughter 
« pals for a wit, her endeavours, not- 
_<« withſtanding, may have had better ſuc- 
* ceſs in other accompliſhments more 
* eſſential to her happineſs, — ſhe may 
have made her a good œconomiſt, and 

perfectly acquainted with every thing 
* requiſite for the well managing a family. 


N 2 I bad 
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I had the more reaſon to imagine that 
this young lady was train'd up in fruga- 
lity and good houſewifry, as I had been 
told that mr. Loyter lived to the height of 
his income, — that he ſaved no money, 
— had ſeveral ſons, the eldeſt of whom, 
after his deceaſe, was to run away with 
the eſtate ; ſo that it could not be expett- 
ed the daughter would have any fortune 
to entitle her to a huſband at all ſuitable 
to her birth and the appearance ſhe made. 


But as I was always willing to be con- 
vinced whether my conjectures were right 
or wrong, I reſolved to make an Inviſible 
Viſit to this family. — Juſt as I came to 


- the houſe, mr. Loyter was going out, and 


the door being open'd for him I lipp'd 
in and went up ftairs ; — the old lady 


was fitting in the dining-room window 
with her ſpectacles on, very hard at work; 
— breakfaſt was but juſt over, as I found 
by the maid's removing the tea equipage, 
and Miſs was gone up to dreſs, it ſeems ; 
for ſhe came down preſently after in the 
fame form I had ſeen her at lady Plyant's ; 


— ſhe ran directly to the great glaſs in 


order to examine how her petticoats hung 
at the bottom, — and then turn'd to her 
mother, and ſecing what ſhe was about 


laid t to. her, TH. 
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Mi 5 Loyter. * Jord, mamma, have 
you not done mending my tippet yet! 


Mrs. Lawar- Indeed, my dear, it is 
paſt mending ;—you have torn the lace 
in twenty places, I believe, with thoſe 
ugly pins in your ſtomacher ; — I wiſh | 
* you would take more care of your 

things.“ | 


Mi L. oyter. 0 Indeed can't be a ſlave: © 


to my cloaths.“ 


Mrs. Loyter. * I would not have you, 
my dear; — but this vexes me, be- 
12 it is the only handſome tippet 
125 have; - you muſt &en try to coax 
* your father to give you a couple of 
pieces to buy you another, the firſt 
N time you find him in a good humour; 
* — for I aſſure you I have not a ſingle 
guinea in the world.“ 


Miſs Loyter. Well, 'tis a ſhameful 
* thing one has not money without aſk- 
ing for, when one has a fancy to any 
thing. — But, mamma, can nothing be 
done with this lace ?? 


Mrs. Loyter. © It will never make up 
* again in the ſhape it is; —, but I be- 
N. 4. | 0 lieve 
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lieve 1 may contrive to make a hand- 


< ſome tucker out . 


Mifs Lorter. * Oh I ſhall like a tucker 


© of it vaſtly ; z — pray, mamma, do it as 


2 aw i ex wp 


ſoon as you can : — I muſt go out and 


divert myſelf ſome Where or other. 


Ars. Lojter & Where, my dear A 


Miſs I ovter. © Nay, — [I have gone 
my round of viſits twice over ſince any 
one of them has been return'd ; —I am 
only Soing to the next ſtreet to lady 
Lovetoy's, to aſk if Miſs will take a 
walk with me in the Park. 


Mrs. ber. Very well, my dear; 
but do not ſtay too long, — your fa- 
ther brings company home to day, and 
we are to have a great dinner; — mr. 
Bloſſom, and his ſon juſt come from 
the Univerſity, are to be here, ſo I 
would not have you out of the way for 
the world; — who can tell what may 


Rapper [? 
Mifs Loyter. © Oh why did not ] know 
that ſooner, — I would have had on 


my new gauſe cap; — but *ris no mat- 
ter, —1 Weill come home time enough ä 


to change it. 
= With 
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With theſe words ſhe ſnatch'd up her 
little muff and -gallop'd down ftairs, 
leaving her poor mother poring over the 
breaches ſhe had undertaken to rectify; 
— preſently after a ſervant maid came 
into the room, and on mrs. Loyter's de- 
manding what ſhe wanted, made this 


reply : 


Mbit 2 1 5 thought Miſe TP been 
© here, madam : 2 — 1 came to deſire ſhe 
« would lend a hand to make a cruſt for 
the veniſon, and beat a little ſpice for 


the puddings.” 


Mrs. Loyter. * Tis a Gai child, you 
came hither but laſt night; — my 
* daughter does not know how to make 


6 * cruſt, 


| Maid, O dear, madam, any body 
* may make a little N to roaſt a piece 
* of veniſon in.“ 


Mrs. Lodi. »I tell you ſhe knows 
nothing of cookery, nor I would not 
have her ſpoil her hands about it; but 
if you will bring me up the peſtle and 
* mortar I will beat your ſpice for you.“ 


N „„ Maid. = 
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Maid. . No, madam, — while I am 
fetching up the things, and carrying 
© them down again, can do it W : 


The girl ſaid no more, but went out 
of the room with a countenance which 
ſhew'd ſhe was not very well pleaſed with 
the family ſhe was come to ſerve: — I 
attended not the return of miſs Loyer,— 
my curioſity was now fully ſatisfied, and 
I laid hold on the firſt 3 I 
found to quit the houſe. 


Methinks I hear how heartily the gay 
and witty part of my readers will laugh 
at the character of miſs Loyter; — they 
will certainly look upon her as a ſtalking, 
ſtaring, ſtupid, noteleſs creature; a moving 
piece of mere matter, uninform'd by any 
foul or ſpirit, — wholly incapable of de- 
ſerving praiſe, and equally inſenſible of 
contempt; — tis true ſhe appears ſo, — 
yet may it not be owing ſo much to any 
deficiency of nature in her, as to the 
miſtaken fondneſs of a mother, who fear- 
ing to give her a moment's diſcontent neg- 
lected to rouſe the native ſluggiſhneſs of 
her faculties by any exerciſe or employ- 
ment. 


What 


What therefore can be expected from a 
young perſon bred in a ſupine indolence, 
accuſtom'd to have her will in every thing, 
and ſcarce taught the difference between 
good and evil, ſhould her. whole life long 
act as chance, or what is as bad, her own. 


undiſtinguiſhing fancy ſhall direct? — 
Bleſs all ſober and thinking men from a 


wife of this caſt. 
u- SCN Se r ERA 


* 


0 CHA P::: Wh.” 


The Author expetts will make a full at- 


' tonement to the ladies for the too 
much plain dealing, as ſome of them. 
may think, of the preceding chapter. 

OMEN and Wedlock are the com- 


mon topics of ridicule among men, 
who, without one ſpark of genius or ca- 
pacity, imagine themſelves wits, and ſet 
up for ſuch ; but whatever either they, or 
ſome who even have a better way of 
thinking in other things, pretend to al- 
ledge againſt the ſex, it is very evident, 
and muſt be confeſs'd, that nature has 


endow'd the minds of many women with 


as great and valuable talents. as ever. ſhe 
beſtow' d on men. 
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Numberleſs are the examples which 


might be brought from the records both 
of ancient and modern hiſtory, to prove 
the truth of this aſſertion, but I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with mentioning only a few, 


yet enough to make thoſe unworthy ma- 


ligners of a ſex to which, they know in 
their own hearts, they are indebted for all 
the convenience and happineſs of their 
lives, take ſhame to themſelves and bluſh 
tor what they have ſaid. | 


Who is o ignorant as not to have 


heard of the fam d Cornelia of Rome, — 


the mother of the Gracchi, — and the 
wife of Brutus, — the learned Hypatia 


of Greece, — the Boadicea and the Car- 
tiſmuda of ancient Britain; — but ' tis 
needleſs to look back into ſuch diſtant 
times, — the wife of the late Peter the 
Great of Muſcovy, — the imperial he- 


roine of Germany, — Signiora Laura of 


Italy, — and the preſent queens of Sweden 
and the Two Sicilies, are no leſs public 
than ſhining proofs oe the capacity of a 
temale mind. 17-25 = 


And even here, in this degenerate 
Hand, where all wiſdom and all virtue 
have been gradually decreaſing for up- 
wards of fifty years, there are not want- 

Ing 
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ing ſome, I may ſay many ladies, who in 
\rivate, and almoſt obſcure life, are poſ- 


ſeſs'd of qualifications that might add 
Juſtre to the higheſt ſtations. 


In fine, — there 18 nothing more cer- 
tain, than that if the women, generally 
ſpeaking, are leſs knowing than the men, 
it is only becauſe they are deny'd the ſame 
advantages of education, and the miſta- 
ken mother laviſhes her whole cares in 
_ embelliſhing the pretty perſon of her 
daughter, and gives no attention to the 
cultivation of her underſtanding. 


I am happy in the acquaintance of a 
lady whom 1 ſhall diſtinguiſh by the name 
of Amadea; — ſhe had been married 
very young to a gentleman whom ſhe ten- 
derly lov'd, and by whom ſhe was no 
leſs bete M but had the misfortune to 
loſe him at the age of twenty-five, and 
was at the ſame time the mother of three 


daughters, the eldeſt ſcarce four years 
old. 


The land eſtate, which was very con- 
ſiderable, deſcended to the next male heir 
of the family, and all the perſonals, with 
a jointure of four hundred per annum, 
to the fair widow, and each of her chil- 
dren five thouland pounds. 


The 
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| The firſt three years of her widowhood 
ſhe lived the life of a recluſe, ſeldom ſtir. 


ring out of her own houſe, except to her 
devotions, or when the neceſlity of her 


affairs oblig'd her; — nor did ſhe,. with 


her mourning, throw this reſerve entirely 


off; — tho? it is now full thirteen years 


fince her dear huſband's death, ſhe neither 
viſits nor receives viſits as formerly, but 
confines her converſation to- thoſe of her 
kindred, or very long and intimate ac- 


quaintance ; — never appears at any pub- 


lic diverſion, and rejects even the firſt 
mention of propos for a ſecond mar- 
riage, though 

ones have been attempted. 
All her cares have been turn'd on the 
education of her children, and all her 
pleaſures center'd in obſerving the im- 
provements they made by the inſtructions 
given to them; — ſhe had never ſuffer'd 


their tender infancy to be frighted with 


idle ſtories of ſpirits and hobgoblins, nor 
amuſed with fairy tales; from their moſt 
early years ſhe awak'd reaſon in them, 


and contriv'd it ſo, that even the little 


ſports ſhe indulged them in ſhould ſome 
way or other conduce to that great end. 


As 


everal very. advantageous 
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As they grew bigger ſhe had maſters: - 


to teach them muſic and dancing, the 
French and Italian languages, and as much 
of the Latin as was ſufficient to make 
them ſpeak and write Engliſh properly; 
but theſe politer ſtudies were not to take 
up all their time, — the ceconomy of do- 
meſtic life ſhe look'd upon as too neceſ- 
ſary a qualification not to be well attend- 
ed to, — ſome hours in every day were 
{et apart for needle- work; and whenever 
the table was to be furniſh'd with any 
thing extraordinary, they were ſure to be 
put under the tuition of the cook, and 
frequently aſſiſted her in thoſe parts of 
her buſineſs which were the moſt delicate 
and leaſt laborious. 1 


Thus deſirous of enriching their minds 
with every uſeful kind of knowledge, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that books were out 
of the queſtion, — no, — each of theſe 
young ladies takes upon her, in her turn,. 
to read to the two others the whole time 
they are at work. — Baile's Dictionary 
may juſtly be call'd a Library of itſelf, as 
it gives a general inſight into- almoſt. 


every remarkable occurrence that has hap- « 


pen'd in the world ſince the creation; 

and whenever they found any mention 

made of perſons or tranſactions which 
5 5 1 
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gave them a curioſity of being more fully . 
acquainted with the particulars of, ſhe | 
ſent immediately to her Bookſeller for the 
hiſtory to which that paſſage referr d. 


But above all other things, this dif- 

creet mother was ſtudiouſly watchful to 
prevent the pride and little vanities, ſo 
I incident to human nature, from taking 
4 roo faſt hold of their young hearts; — be- 
times ſhe taught them, that nothing con- 

cerning themſelves, except the embelliſh- 

ment of their minds, was worthy their 

attention; — that all cares relating to 

dreſs or perſon, beyond what cleanlineſs 

and decency requir'd, were ſuperfluous 
and filly, and that every minute waſted | 

at the toylet would rob them of ſome ad- 

vantage they might otherwiſe receive. 


Jam well aware, that thoſe of my fair 
readers who have been brought up in a 
different manner, which, by. the way, 1 

fear are much the greateſt part, will be 
apt to cry out againſt the conduct of 
Amadea; — they will perhaps ſay, they 
wonder the poor girls are not mop'd, and 
that they muſt certainly be dull ſtupid 
creatures; —- but thoſe who think thus 
need only have a ſight of the young ladies 
to be convinced of their miſtake, — no- 
thing can be more lively and ſpirituous 

9 | than 
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chan all the three ſiſters, — ſmiles of in- 
nocence and joy dwell for ever on their 
faces, and denote an innate chearfulneſs 
and ſatisfaction, which all thoſe hurrying 


pleaſures, ſo eagerly purſued by others, 
00 not the power of beſtowing. 


I mal ſeveral Inviſible Viſits to them 
in their own apartment, and I know very 
few things capable of giving me a more 
ſincere delight than I took in oblerving 
the behaviour of theſe young beauties, at 
times when they thought themſelves en- 
tirely free from all inſpection, and had no 
occaſion to put any reſtraint upon their 
words or actions. | | 


Never did I find FRE: Jolling out of 
the windows, or conſulting their look or 
motions in the great glaſs; never heard 
them complaining that they were not per- 
mitted to be the firſt in every new faſhion z 
— never wiſhing to be in the Mall, or 
any other public place; — never wanton- 
ly giggling about love or lovers; — never 
quarreling with each other, or ridiculing 
the foibles of their acquaintance. 


Sometimes 1 caught them playing and 
ſinging to their inſtruments, — at others 
amuſing themſelves with practiſing ſome 
new dance, and not ſeldom buſily em- 


ploy d 


282 The Inviſible Spy. 
ploy'd in needlework for the uſe of the 
family; and at the ſame time making ſuch I ns 
remarks as occurr'd to them on ſome paſ- | 
ſage or other in hiſtory :—in fine, I could 
perceive nothing but what put me in mind 
of the 5 who, according to ( 
one of our poets, are actuated but by one 
{oul, and that, — all harmony and ſweet 
contentment. - | 5 — 


The truth is, Amadea never makes 
uſe of any auſterity, — the precepts ſhe | 
gives are only enforced by her own ex- 
ample, and deliver'd in ſuch a manner as | 

to ſteal themſelves upon the mind, and 
have no need of any compunction from 
authority; — ſo that one may truly ſay, 


1 Wiſdom in her appears ſo bright and gay, 
4 They hear with pleaſure, and with pride 


obey. 


_ Happy the children who have ſuch a2 
mother; — happy the mother who has 
children ſuch as thefe : —I am perſuaded 
that many examples of this kind might 
be found, if parents would be at the pains | 
to purſue the ſame meaſures Amadea did, 

and inſtil into their offspring the prin- 
ciples of virtue and wiſdom before they 
knew what was meant by vice and folly. 


CHAP. 


— . 2- > Sw F 
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HF. 
Contains the recital of an adventure, 
which, perhaps, will not be found 
the leſs, but the more intereſting, for 
its being not altogether of ſo ſingular 
a nature as ſome others in this work 
may have appear d. 


1 Was one morning taking my Inviſible 

T progreſſion into thoſe pleaſant fields 
which lie behind Montague-Houſe, not 
with the leaſt view of making any diſco- 
veries, for I could expect none in that re- 

tired place, but merely to enjoy the be- 
nefit of the freſh air, which is almoſt con- 
ſtantly impregnated with various odours 
waſted from the adjacent gardens. 


I had not walk'd many minutes, how- 


ever, before I heard the tread of ſome 
perſons cloſe behind me l ſtepp'd aſide 


to let them paſs, and ſaw that one of 


them was Narciſſa, the only daughter of 
2 gentleman who lived in that neighbour- 
hood; — the perſon who accompany'd 


her was her maid, as I ſoon after found 
by the following dialogue between them: 
5 Warciſſa. 
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R 


A 


Narciſſa. ” © Indeed, Betty, J think 


Capt. Pike ſhews but little love to let 


us be here before him.” 


Betty. Oh, madam, you ſhould con- 
ſider that gentlemen in his poſt are nor 
always maſters of their time; — you 
know he ſaid he came to town on affairs 
of the regiment, — and ſomething, per. 


haps, may have happen'd ; — but 
whatever it is that detains Mm it can- 


not be want of affection, 1 am fo certain 
of that, | would pawn my life upon it. 


Narciſſa. You are very confident, 
Betty, to offer ſuch ſecurity for a man 


you have never ſeen but twice in 1 your | 


lite.? 


Betty. « If I had never ſeen him but 


once, madam, I have ſeen enough to 


make me know that he loves you to 


diſtraction: — poor gentleman, — if 
he ſhould not ſucceed in his addreſſes 1 


am ſure he has reaſon to curſe me.“ 


Narciſſa. Curſe has: Berry . 


curſe thee ?? 


Betty. * He might never have ſeen 


you if it had not been for me, — Don't 


a 19 


The Inviſible 8 PL. 285 
« you remember, madam, how 1 teaz d 
you to go into Jolliffe's ſhop and buy 
the laſt new play; — he was ſitting 
« reading when we came in, and I ſhall 
never forget how he threw down the 
« pamphlet he had in his hand and ſtared 
dat you, — and how he ſigh'd ; — poor 
« ſoul, he loſt his heart from that very 
moment; — then how he follow'd 
© us into the Park; — and how he 
* trembled when he a{k'd your leave to 


join us ?? 


« 


Narciſſa. * P iſh, — that might be all 
© affectation,” „ 1 


Betty. No, madam, — no ſuch mat- 
ter; — the tongue may deceive one, 
* but the eyes cannot; — all his looks, 
* while he was talking to you in the 
Mall, put me in mind of the deſcrip- 
* tion Leonora gives of Torriſmond in 
* the play: | 


His very eye-balls trembled with his love, 
And ſparkled from their caſements humid 
fares 3. : 1 


And then, when you were ſo good to 
give him a meeting afterwards in the 
* walk by Roſamond's-Pond, how ten- 
* derly he expreſs'd himſelf; — for my 

| 2 part, 
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part, my heart melted at every word 


* ne ſaid.” EFT; 


Narciſſa. He can talk moving 
enough, that's certain; — but yet, 
< Betty, I ought not to be too haſty in 
giving credit to a man I know ſo little 
of, or what deſigns he may have upon 
RC N 


Betty. © Nay, madam, I think you 
* know as much of him as you can do 
* without being married to him: — Did 


not he tell you that his name Was P Ike, : 


* and that he was a Captain of Colonel 
**x#*#%% Regiment? — As to his de- 
ſigns, you cannot doubt of their being 
honourable, as he begg'd you would 


K 


6G „ „ 


father's leave to make his addreſſes,” 


Narciſſa. Ah, Betty, 1 wiſh ſuch a 


thing could be, for he is a prodigious 
2 fellow ; but it is impoſſible, you 


now my father hates a ſoldier, — calls 


. 
them a pack of locuſts, and ſays they 
* are the bane' both of liberty and pro- 


perty; — beſides he has always deſign'd 


me for mr. Oakly.' 


. Ay, madam, and will make 
you have mr, Oakly too, or lead apes 
| ein 


permit him to viſit you, and aſk your 
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in hell if you don't take care to prevent 
dit: — you know, madam, a very few 
days hence that abominable act will 
take place which deprives you of all 
liberty of chuſing for yourſelf.?ꝰ 


Narciſſa. Heigh hoe“. 
Betty. Never ſigh, madam, but re- 


« ſolve.” 
| Narciſſa. * On what? 


_ Betty. To run away from the mi- 
* ſeries of a forced marriage; — to exert 
© the ſpirit of a true-born Engliſhwoman, 
and be your own provider.“ 


| Naraſſa, © Hew thou talkeſt * 


Betty. * I talk nothing but reaſon, 
* madam ; — but here comes one who I 
fancy will be able to urge it more effec- 
« tually.* 9 TRAITS 


The perſon whom ſhe had been ſo 
ſtrenuouſly pleading for now appear'd, — 
he was a tall well-made man, and had a 
good ſoldierly aſpect ; but yer J thought I 
diſcover'd ſomething about him that ſhew'd 
as if he had not always been accuſtom'd 
to wear the rich cloaths he now had on; 

. — — there 
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— there wanted that eaſy freedom in his 

air, which, in my opinion, chiefly de. 

notes the true-bred gentleman, and I pre. | 
ſently ſet him down in my mind, either 
for an impoſtor, or one whom ſome lucky 
chance had elevated far above his birth, 


He approach'd Narciſſa with a low 
bow, and after taking hold of one of her 
hands and kiſling it with the greateſt fer. 
vency, addreſs'd her in theſe terms: 


Capt. Pike. How miſerable have ! 
© been, my angel, in being kept thus 
long from your divine preſence ! 


Narciſſa. I do not doubt, ſir, but 
vou have been better engag' d.“ 


Capt. Pite. Cruel ſuppoſition. — 
* How can you ſo far wrong your o.] 
tranſcendent charms, or my profound 
adoration of them, as to imagine that 
the whole world has any thing in it 
which I ſhould put in competition with 
the bleſſing I now enjoy? — but the 
Major of our Regiment is in town, and 
unluckily ſent for me this morning, — 
we ſubalterns muſt obey. our command- 
ing officer ; but I hope in a few months 
to be Colonel, and I ſhall then have 
leiſure to lie eternally at vour feet.” 
N 5 e Betty, 
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Betty, Ah, ſir, I am afraid before 
that time my lady will be obliged to 
have ſomebody elle lie at her feet. 


Cap. Pike. * How | 


| Narciſſa, Hold your prating, huſſy. 
— Who gave you the prong of 
beg 2 


Beih. 0 Madam, the reſpect I "I 
for you will not ſuffer me to be ſilent. 

— tell you nothing but the truth, ſir; 

— as ſoon as this curſed Clandeſtine 
EN N bill takes place, which you 
know will be next Monday, my lady 
will be forced to marry a man to whom 
* ſhe has the greateſt averſion.” 


Cape. Pike. Oh Heaven! — & near 
being torn from all my ho * — And 
can you, madam, — can a lady of your 
* delicacy ſubmit to loath'd. embraces! * 


7 ' Narcifſa. Sir, this fooliſh. wench 

* talks ſhe knows not what; — the act 
© ſhe mentions does not empower my 
father to drag me to the Altar, — it 
only hinders me from chuſing for my- 
fl; z —] may live lingle it I Pleaſe. | 


You, III. - HF” | Capi. 
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Capt. Pike. Live ſingle! — Heaven 
forbid that ſo much youth and beauty 
.ſhould be condemn'd to a cold celibacy 
— No, — nature endow'd you not with 
ſuch ſuperior charms but to bleſs ſome 
man who by his abundant love might 


make him worthy of them. — Oh that 


were the happy he!“ 


Nareiſe. IN Think not of it, . 


— my father would never give his con- 


ſent to any one but the perſon he has 


made choice of for me, much leſs 


would he endure to ſee me e wedded to P 


gentleraan } in the Oy.” 


i}: * { 


3 Capt. Pree..- © Rd have you too that 
* implacable ' averſion to *4' ſaſh and 


' 
5 2 N ., F<: 3 


croſlet? OT. PRES 
511 10 wt . A 


wa 


BY N arciſſa. | Ge. 1 will not Profit. to ſay 


« * — 


I have; — I think the army dur on!) 


ſeeurity in time of war, and the greateſt 


ornament of our . in times of 
WF * A 


+ ov og tos hs | 81 - Co 
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Capt. Pike, © 0 Oh then; if 1 ea 


4 
6 
$ 


b to. fear. 


flatter myſelf there was nothing in- my 
perſon more diſagreeable to you than in 


my function, I thoulUhaveinothiag left 
I Nrorelſa. 


4 


& 
o 
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Narciſſa. Ves, indeed, you would, 
fir, a great deal; for 1 aſſure you, if I 
married you, my facher whe not give 
me a groat.' 


Cart. Pike. + Let him keep his dirty 5 
traſh, — I deſpiſe money, — the com- 
miſſion I enjoy at preſent will keep us 
above contempt, and I have money in 
the Bank ready to purchaſe the firſt 


vacant command of a ener 


Narciſſe. Can you imagine I would 
give myſelf to a man who has but juſt 


begun to tell me that he loves me: 4 


Capt. Pite. My whole life mall be 


but one continued ſcene of courtſhip; 
— be aſſured I ſhall not be the leſs, but 


the more, infinitely the more your 


adorer by being your huſband ; — oh 
then be juſt to my ardent paſſion, — ge- 
nerouſly put an end to my deſpair, and 
let thoſe divine lips pronounce the 


happy fiat to my wiſhes,” 


s Nareiſſa. + Bleſs me, what would the 


world lay of ſuch a thing!“ 


Ca . Pike. The wiſe, madam, de- 
ſpiſe all forms. — Do not Kings and 


O 2 « princes 


R K „ „ 


. 
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4 


princes marry even with thoſe whom 
they never ſaw before; — beſides, the 
late proceedings of the legiſlature lays 
you under a neceſſity of coming to a 
ſpeedy reſolution.” 1 


Betiy. Ay, madam, remember the 


Act.“ | 
Capt. Pike. © Ay, madam, conſider 


how ſoon that fatal Monday will arrive, 
which takes from you the power of 
ſnatching from eternal miſery the man 
who loves you more than life, and 


would ſacrifice every thing for you. 


Narciſſa. I muſt confeſs, Captain, 
your offering to take me without a for- 
tune demands ſome gratitude on my 


part; and if — but no more, — I ſe 
a lady yonder whom I would not wiſh 
ſhould ſurpriſe us in this converſation; 


this evening you ſhall know my final 
reſolution. Where can I ſend to you? 


Capt. Pite. I have an appointment | 
with ſome young, officers this afternoon 
at Will's Coffee-houſe, Whitehall, and 
ſhall there wait my doom with the 
moſt ardent impatience z — but be- 


m) 
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© my fate, think, — oh think, my life 
or death depends upon it! _ OY | 


Narciſſa. * Well, well, — be eaſy , — 
but go." 


Capt. PIs. © 1 n abs; — may 
love and all its powers plead for me, and 
* atone for this cruel 1 e 


He faid no more, but turn'd away as 
his miſtreſs had commanded, and paſs'd 
on to another part of the field, while ſne 
advanced to meet the lady ſhe had men- 
tion'd ; but Betty, who was heartily vex'd- 
at this accident, could not forbear crying 
out as N went along, 


Bei. I wonder what Would bring 
6 Marilla here! 5 


The with were either not heard, or 
not regarded by Narciſſa, who, I could 
perceive by her looks, was little leſs diſ- 
concerted ; — ſhe met her friend, how-- 
ever, with a ſhew of gaiety and ſatisfaction, 
and as ſoon as they came near each other 
duted her in theſe terms: 


Narciſſa. My dear Marilla, "tis à 
i wonder to ſee you in ſuch a place as 
„ a chis; 


* 
6 


„ K 6 
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this ; — you uſed to be an enemy to all 
folitary walks.” 


Marilla. * So 11 am nil; but ] have 
been at your houſe and was told you 

were h re, ſo came in mere good-na- 
ture to hinder you from indulging me- 
lancholy; but I find I might have 
ſpared myſelf that trouble. — Pray wha 
was = pretty fellow that leſt you juſt 
now ?? 


Narciſſa I know not; — he only 


came up to us, ſeeing nobody elle in 


the place, I ſuppoſe, to aſk which was 
the neareſt way to Great Ruſſelſtrect. 


Marilla, . Rather to afk the way to a 
fair lady's heart who lives not far from 
Great Ruſſel-ſtrect. — Oh, Narciſſa, 
you cannot deceive me; — could eaſily 
perceive, at the diſtance I was, that he 
did not part from you with the air of a 
man who had no other buſineſs than to 
aſk ſuch an impertinent queition : — be- 


ma 1 muſt tell you that you are a 


very ill diſſembler, — your bluſhes, and 
the ſoft confuſion in your eyes, declare 
not only that he is a lover, but alſo 
that he is a favour'd one; I know well 


e that you met him here by ap- 
| eee 
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« pointment. — Prithee let me into the 
3 whole of the ſecret.” 


Nareiſſa ſtill perſiſted i in her: firſt aſſe · 
verations; but the other ſeem'd not to 
give the leaſt credit on that ſcore, and 
allun ning a more ſerious air than hitherto 
ſhe had put on, abe thus: 


Marilla. I: perceive, my 40 Nar- 
ciſſa, 1 am not thought worthy of your 
confidence in this point, tho* I am very 
certain you have not à friend in the 
world who withes your happineſs with 
more fiacerity than I do,“ 


Narciſſa. 1 it, my dear, and 
* am much obliged to you; but you 
would not have me tell lyes to ſhew my 
gratitude,” 


Marilla. * Well, — well, — I ſhall 
© urge you no farther, and ſhould not 
have been ſo impertinent to take an ny. 
© notice of what I law, but for the trani- 
port it gave me to imagine you might 
now have an opportunity of delivering 
* yourſelf from the danger of being forced 
into a marriage with a man whom 1 
have heard you: declare 0 ** an aver- 
ſion for. 


O's Morciſa. 
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Warciſſe. And ſuppoſe the thing 


© were really as you have taken it into 


your head to fancy, would you have 
* me diſoblige my tather by marrying 


© without his conſent pes 


Marilla. * Yes, when he will give 


his conſent to no body but one with 


whom you muſt be miſerable z — for 


© beſides the diſlike you have to the per- 
ſon of Oakly, his temper 1s ſuch as 


would break a woman's heart in twe 


months. — You know I am very inti- 


mate with his ſiſter, and cannot avoid 


< ſeeing fuch oddities in his behaviour as 
have made me tremble for you a thou- 
* ſand times.” 


era. , I cannot think: my father 


* will ever £0 about to compel my in- 


8 clinations. 


Marilla. Oakly! is of aber” opi- 


nion ; for I can tell you he makes no 


him you ſhall marry no body ;— there- 


your heart, let me adviſe you, my dear 


® A, 


© low'd you, but if you have any offer 
8 leſs * to you than Oakly, ac- 


0 cept 


ſcruple to ſay, that if you do not marry 
fore, without diving into the ſecrets of 


creature, not to loſe the ſhort time al- 


$+» 
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© cept it at once, — three days hence it 
© will be out of your Power. 


Narciſſa. But, my dear, what man 
© that is worth having will marry. a wo- 
man without a fortune * 


Alarilla. © If I were a man I ſhould! 
tell you that your perſon was a.ſufficient: 
fortune, and I do not doubt but that: 
there are a great many. who would think. 
ſo; — but you have two thouſand: 

pounds left you by your grandmother, . 
independent of your father, and I dare 
* ſay that if you were once married, and 
the thing paſt recal, he would. for- 
give it; — conſider you are his only 
' daughter, and both your brothers are 

provided for, the one by an eſtate, and 
tlie other by good preferment in the 
church.“ 


What anſwer Narciſſa would have 
made I know not, it began to rain very: 
faſt, ſo. that the ladies were oblig'd to 
mend their pace and make all the haſte 
they could out. of the field; — Marilla 
took the firſt chair ſhe met with, ſaying; 
it would be dinner-time before ſhe ſhould 
be able to: get dreſs'd ; — Narciſſa and 
her maid ran home through the ſhower,. 
and I. follow'd, not only to take: * 
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but alſo to hear the reſult of the young 1 
lady's determination on what had paſ's | 
between her and capt. Pike. | 


As dan as they had pluck'd off thei 
wet hats and capuchins, and Narciſſa had 
a little TEE herſelf, 15 jad to her 
maid, 


Narciſa. 65 Well, Betty, = — this has 
0 been an odd morning.“ ? 


Betiy. I hope it will prove a © Tacky 
© one, madam; but I am glad you did 
not tel! Marilla any tbing of the matter.” 


Narciſa. She was ſo preſſing that [ 
2. had half a mind; but when J conſider'd 

* how great ſhe is with Oakly's fiſter, 1 
thought it was better to keep her in 
© ignorance.” 


- Betty. - Much better, indeed, madam. 
— But pray what do you. reſolve to. do 
in relation to the Captain?“ 


am. 


* 4 


Nuarciſa. AG Why I muſt” een have 
bim, 1 think... 


| _ 


Belly. You 100 him a kind of Are. 
mile to ſend.to him. 


8 


Narciſa, 


ek. x 
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Nar 52 24 did 15. and will keep ies 
E bring me ſome paper and pen and 
© ink; —1 Will write to him this moment, 
before any n. r comes in to pre- 


2 * 


Betty. © You are in the right, madam, 
6 — there is aeg like 12 time pre- 


8 ſent. 


The things ſhe call'd fbr being imme 
diately ſet before her, I ſtood at her elbow” 
and ſaw her write the following lines: 25 


To Capt. PIKE. 
6 =. F 


Should be guilty of an inj juſtice both 

to myſelf and you not 5 be ſenſible 
ce * the proof you offer of your ſinceri- 
« ty; —T find in it, indeed, all that can 
ebe imagin*d, and much more than could 
ce be expected, of love, of honour, and 
« a true generoſity, and hope J ſhall 
<« hereafter. ſtand exculed to my father 
and the whole world, for taking a ſtep 
excited by my gratitude, and approvd 
„of by my reaſon; — meet me there- 
fore to-morrow morning at eight pre- 


„ cifely, in the Piazza next King: ſtreet, 
06) © Covent-Garden, where I will put my- 


O 6- 0 elf f 
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baut allo to hear the reſult of the young 


lady's determination on what had Paſs's 
between her and capt. Pike. 


As ſoon as they had kad 0 off their 
wet hats and capuchins, and Narciſla had 
a little reſettled herſelf, the ſaid to her 
maid, 


. 0 Well, Betty, — this has 
been an odd morning.” 


Betty: 2 1 hope it will prove a Jucky | 
© one, madam ; but I am glad you did 
© not tell Marilla any thing of the matter. 


NMuarciſſa. She was ſo preſſing that l 
6. had half a mind; but when I conſider'd 
how great ſhe is with Oakly's ſiſter, L 
thought it was better. to keep ber in 
© ignorance.” 


Bech. Much better, indeed, madam. 
— But pray what do you. reſolve to do 
in relation to the Captain 77 1 


De, « Why k 3 eben hav 
him, I think... 


8 
dy 


2 


| Betty. * You 1 him a kind of x pro- 
mite to ſend to > him. 


_ 
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Narciſſe « T did 6s, and will keep ies 
— bring me ſome paper and pen and 
ink —1I Will write to him this moment, 
before any company comes in to pre- 


A * 


vent me.“ 


Petty. © You are in the right, madam, 
« — there is nothing. like BEI time pre- 


«© ſent.? 


The things ſhe call'd for being imme-" 
diately ſet before her, I ſtood at her elbow 
and law her write the following lines : : 


We Capt. PIKE. 

8 8 IR, 
7 Should be guilty of an injuſtice boch 
to myſelf and you not to be ſenſible 


& of the proof you offer of your ſinceri- 
« ty; l find in it, indeed, all that can 


| © beimagin'd, and much more than could 
ce be expe ted, of love, of honour, and 


« a true generoſity, and hope I ſhall 

« hereafter. ſtand excuſed to my father 
and the whole world, for taking a ſtep 
© excited by my gratitude, and approv'd ' 
* of by my reaſon — meet me there- 
“ fore to-morrow morning at eight pre- 
ciſely, in the Piazza next King: ſtreet, 


n Covent- Garden, where I will put my- 
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< ſelf under your protection, and be con- 
e ducted by you to whatever place you 


<« ſhall judge moſt roper for the ce- 
1 remony w 5 which m t make me . 


44 Eternally yours. 
& Nakcissa.” 


Having ſeal'd this billet ſhe gave it to 
her maid, with a ſtrict charge to ſend it 


by a cruſty meſſknger on. 3. which the girl "1 


reply d, 


Betty... « Yes, madam, you may de- 4 
G «bes on the ſafe conveyance ; for I will. 
the bearer of it myſelf,” | 


Narci 2 What ! — 80 to a coffee. 
* houſe! | 


Belly. © Nothing is more common, 
E madam, than for women to ſend for 
«. gentlemen out of a coffee-houſe when: 


5 they have any. buſineſs. with them.” | 


What farther chat paſs'd between the 
miſtreſs and maid was too inſignificant to 
be repeated; nor, indeed, did I ſtay to 
hear. much of it, having already gain'd 
all that was neceſſary for the preſent, ſo 
Mut N Tablets and retir'd on the firſt 


_ Oppot- _ 
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opportunity I found for my leaving the 


houſe. 


As 1 it was plain to me, however, that 
Betty was deeply intereſted in the con- 
ceſſion Narciſſa had made to the Captain, 
and J had alſo ſome ſuſpicion that he was 
not in reality the perſon he pretended to 
be, I reſolved to go in the evening to the 
coffee-houſe, and be witneſs of his beha- 
viour on receiving the letter Betty was to 
bring. 


Accordingly 1 went and found him 
there, not as he ſaid, in company with. 
young officers, but ſitting alone in a 
corner of the room with his hat very much 
flapp'd over his face; — a few minutes 

after I came in, a waiter call'd aloud to = 
know if one capt. Pike was there, — on 
which he ſtarted up, and, anſwering to. |: 
the name, was told a gentlewoman at the 
door defir'd to ſpeak with him; — he l 
went haſtily out and I purſued his ſteps, 
not doubting but it was the emiſſary of 
Narciſſa; — as ſoon as he ſaw it was ſhe,. 
he cry'd out. in ſome ſurpriſe :: : 


Capt. Pike. © What, lter, are you 
come yourſelf ! — You bring me no 
bad news, J hope. 


Bel ty. 
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Betty. © No, no, — the beſt you can 
4 . — but walk this way, — tis 
© not proper to ſtand here to talk. — For 
Heaven's ſake why did you venture to 
1 * fuch a public place as this!“ 


Capt. Pite. © No body Ehe s me here, 
© — my Captain never uſes this houſe, 
= But tell me, how goes our affair?“ 


Betty. © Rarely ; — ſhe will have you, 
© here is her promiſe under her own hand. = 


By this time they were got about the 
middle of Scotland-yard, where Betty 
having given him the letter of Narciſſa, 
he ſopp'd. to read it by the light of a 
lamp at a gentleman's door, and as ſoon 
as he had finiſh'd cry'd out, 


Capt. Pike, © This. is brave, indeed, 
and nothing ſure was ever ſo lucky as 
her fixing to-morrow for our wedding, 
for the Captain went to Ham: pftead 

1 morning with a whore: he pick'd 
up in the Park the other night, and 

« will not be in town theſe two days, ſo 

© I ſhall have all that time to myſelt, and 
can get at what cloaths and linnen I 


„want. But, my dcar ſilter, what ſhall 
1 4 J. do- 
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I do = this girl when I have married: 
her? — where muſe I carry her?“ 


OS. 


Betty. That is what I came to talk 
about: — You mult take a fine lodg- 
ing for her by all means, and. order. a. 
« handſome dinner to be provided at ſome. 
« tavern or other; — every thing mult. 
be done with a grand air, that the may 
ſuſpect nothing ' till aſter you have con- 
ſummated. — Hah, brother.“ 


— — 


Capi. Pite. * But, Betty, I hat ms: 
money; — all will. go wrong ſtill if 
8 you cannot help me out.“ 


Betty: Nothing noch go right if. 
it were not for me 3 — you. may thank, 
God for having ſuch a ſiſter, you might. 
© have been a foor-ſoldier elſe as long as 

you lived; — but there is no time to be. 
jloſt.— ave brought you four pieces,, 

© and I believe that will be ſufficient for. 
every thing; — g and buy a ring and. 
5 ſecure a lodging idee 


Capt. Pike. Fou may be fuce I Mall. 
not al — But harkye, Betty, take care. 
*.ſhe brin;s the writings. of her two thou- 


ſand pounds and all her Jewels. 


Bay... 


* 
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Betty. Ay, ay, — he ſhall leave 
nothing of value behind her 1 engage.” 


With theſe words they ſeparated, and I 
went home, heartily glad that I had made 
this diſcovery, and determin'd to ſave 
Narciſla, if poſſible, from. the misfortune 
ſhe was ſo near falling into, — to which 
end I fat down to my eſcrutore and im- 
mediately wrote to her father in the fol- 


lowing terms: 


To Joun **#*#2#+, Eſa; 


8 I R, 
oy \HE ſhock I am now anc to 
66 give you can only be excuſed by 


e its being done to prevent you from re- 
« ceiving a much greater and more laſt- 
ing one: ſorry am I to tell you, —yet 
« ſo it 1s, — your daughter, the beautiful 
“ Narceſſa, is on the point of utter de- 
« ſtruction; — ſhe has promiſed, and is 
4 reſolved to keep her word, to join her- 
ſelf in marriage with a wretch, Who, 
« tho? of the molt abject rank, in order 
& to ſeduce her innocence, aſſumes the 
e character of a gentleman, and calls 
« himſelf capt. Pike; — Betty, her wait. 
ing - maid, is ſiſter to the impoſtor, and 
66, — been the conductreſs of the whole 
"08 „ villainous 


* 
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* 
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« yillainous deſign z — every thing is 
e prepared for the accompliſhment, and 


« to-morrow is the day prefix*d ; — but 


« hope this intelligence will reach you 

« time enough to prevent ſo irremedible 

« an evil. 
<«-] am; I; 


% Your unknown well-wiſher 
0 And humble ſervant.“ 


Having ſent this away, and fully dif- 
charg'd what my honour and my con- 
ſcience repreſented as a duty incumbent 
on me, I flatter'd myſelf with the expec- 
tation of ſeeing the next day treachery 


and deceit receive the mortification they 


juſtly merited. | 


c HAP. VIII. 
Contains a brief account of the effects 
that were produced by the good inten- 
tions of the Invifible Spy, with ſome 
other ſubſequent particulars, | 
TP HO! I had not the leaſt room to 
doubt but that the information I had 


given the father of Narciſſa would have 


all the ſucceſs I wiſh'd, yet I could not 


avoid: 
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avoid being extremely curious to ſee in 
what manner the perſons concern'd would 
behave: on this occaſion ;— accordingly ] 
went to the houſe the next morning about 
eleven, expecting to find that the maid 
had been turn'd out of doors, the miſtreſs 
in tears for her diſappointment, and the 
old gentleman rejoicing in the thoughts 


of having ſaved his beloved daughter 


from undoing herſelf. 


A ſervant happening to be at the door 
receiving ſome ſhoes irem a fellow WhO 
had been juſt cleaning them, I gain'd an 
ealy acceſs; — finding no body in the 
lower floor I went up fairs, but the ſame 
ſolitude reign'd likewiſe there; — I then 
proceeded a ſtory higher, and there faw 
only a ſervant-maid ſweeping out a room, 
which, by a toylet being ſet out, I judg'd 
was the chamber of Narciſſa: — I] was 


very much ſurpriſed to find every thing 


ſo quiet in a place where I had look'd 
for nothing but confuſion, and ſtopp'd 
on the ſtairs to conſider what might be 


the occaſion; when on a ſudden J heard 
the ringing of a ſmall bell, and preſently 
after ſaw a footman running haſtily up; 


— ] follow'd him where he went, which 
was into the chamber of Narciſſa's father, 
who was not yet up, but now call'd ior 
his cloaths; — as he was putting them 

e | on 


* 
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on he caſt his eyes on the table, and ſee - 
ing a letter lie there, aſk'd his man — 
when, and from whom it came; — to 


which he reply'd, 


Footman. Sir, it was left for you 
laſt night by a porter; but as you came 


home ſo late I would not dilturb you 


„ With i 


Father. * Give it me.“ 


I was aſtoniſh'd on finding that this, 


was no other than the letter l had ſent to 
him; but more troubled, that by the de- 


livery of it being delay'd, por Narciſſa 


had fallen into the trap laid for her; — 


but if I, a ſtranger, could be ſo much. 


affected, what agony mult rend the tender 


father's heart ? — ſcarce had he gone thro' 


the half of what I wrote before he cry*d 


out, caſting at the fame time a look full 


of deſpair and rage upon his ſeryant, 


Fat er. Til-fated wretch ! what miſ- 
chief, what ruin, has thy neglect. 
brought upon me and my family! — 


You imagin'd I was drunk laſt night, I 


GS 6&6 „ a 


A 


enough in this dreadful letter to have 
brought me to my ſenſes: — but go, —- 


luppofe; but had I been ſo, here is 
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© run up to my daughter's chamber, — 
« ſee if ſhe be chere. 


Footman. Sir, ſhe went out very 
« early this morning with mrs. Betty, and 
is not yet come back.“ 


Fatber. Nor ever will, I fear: — 
the intelligence this brings me is too 
true, I find. — Run to mr. Oakly and 
my counſin Johnſon's, bid them both 
come to me this inſtant! — fly I— and, 
do you hear, bring a coach with you; 
— if I can recover her before conſum- 
mation, her ruin may be yet prevented. 


S W „ „ A 6 „ 


The fellow went on his errand, and the 
old gentleman in the mean time ſtamping, 
biting his lips, and ſhowing all the marks 
of an inward diſtraction, made an end 
of putting on his cloaths, in order to go 
in ſearch of his loſt daughter when the 
entlemen he had ſent for ſhould arrive; 
but I ſtaid not to hear what method 
would be purſued for that purpoſe, as 
thinking it of no moment, and that it 
would be better to return again in the 
evening, when I might probably hear what 
ſucceſs had attended their endeavours. 


The time I choſe for going, was as late 


at * as I — 1 might get an op- 
* 
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portunity of entering, yet the diſconſolate 
father was but juſt come home, — his 
two friends were with him, — they ſaid 
all they could to alleviate his ſorrows, but 
it avail'd no more than preaching to the 
winds. — They had found out, it ſeems, 
where the marriage was perform'd; after 
which they went to all taverns, coffee- 
houſes, and other public places which they 
heard were frequented by officers, to en- 
quire concerning one who calPd himſelf _ 
capt. Pike, but could not receive the leaſt 
information of any one who bore that 


name; and all the conſolation the old 


gentleman had for the pains he had taken, 
was the cruel certainty that his dear 
daughter was inevitably undone. 


Though ] ſaw very little probability of 
my being able to learn any thing more at 
this houſe than I had already done, yet I 
could not forbear calling conſtantly tiiere 
every day, and at laſt, by this dint of 
continued application, I became acquaint- 

ed with the whole melancholy ſecret of 
Narciſſa's fate, almoſt as ſoon as the fa- 

mily knew it themſelves. | 


The pretended Captain had manag' d 
every thing according to the direction 
of his ſiſter; — as ſoon as the cere- 
mony was over, he had conducted his 
5 N 7 bride 
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bride to very handſome lodgings, where 
an entertainment ſuitable to the occaſion 
was provided; and the poor deluded 
young lady, ſeeing nothing but what 
ſerv'd to make her fatisfied with what ſhe 
had done, in return for his imaginary ge- 
neroſity made him a preſent of her two 


thouſand pounds, which was in India 


Bonds. | 


Her contentment might, perhaps, have 
laſted ſome little time longer than it did, 


if ſhe had not propos'd waiting on her 


father, to implore his forgiveneſs and 
bleſſing z on which the impoſtor, having 


now got his ends, thinking it needleſs to 
continue the deception any longer, con- 


feſs'd that he was no more than a private 
man in the army; but told her that he 
was now treating with his Captain for his 
diſcharge, and would purchaſe a com miſ- 
ſion with ſome part of the money ſhe had 
given him; and added, that *till theſe 
two points were accompliſh'd, it would be 
altogether improper to appear before her 
father. . | 


Narciſſa fell into the utmoſt diſtraction 


on this eclairciſement, — vow'd not to 


live with a wretch who had put ſo bale a 
trick upon her, but would go home to 


her father, who ſhe doubted not but 
: „ would 
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would find means to puniſh ſuck a fla- N 
grant piece of villainy. „ 


He only laugh'd at her reproaches, and 
ſaid, that as ſhe was his wife ſhe had it 
not in her choice to leave him. Betty alſo 
now threw off the character of a ſervant, 
and, aſſuming the authority of the ſiſter 
of her huſband, pretended to rebuke her 
idle Prating, as ſhe inſolently term'd it. 


be found an opportunity, . of 
making her eſcape, and fled for refuge to 
the houſe of a near relation, who, on 
hearing her ſtory, undertook to intercede 
with her father, which he did ſo ſucceſs- 
tally, that the old gentleman iorgave 
and took her again into fayour, 


All poſſible HEY FIRE: were tales to ſet 
aſide the marriage,and compel the impoſtor 
to refund the money Narciſſa had fo un- 
warily beſtow'd upon him; but as he 
knew the law was too much on his ſide, 
having not married her in a falſe name, 
tho' under a falſe character, he carry*d 
things with a very high hand, would part 
with nothing, not even the jewels ſhe had 
left behind, but even threaten'd to com- 
mence a proceſs againſt any one who de- 
tain'd her perſon. | 
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"i In — all a could 580 5 was s to | 
get him to ſign articles of ſeparation, = 
after which Narciſſa retir*d into the coun- 

= 2 where I hear ſhe reſolves to waſte the 

# ole remainder of her days in a melans ? 

SG CcCholy contrition, for the raſhneſs of her 

1 ungoverr d conduct. So true, though 

| not very elegant; are ſome lines which! 


= remember to have read in an old poem, 
= call'd, The Card of Fancy : 


25 When headſtrong youth the reins ol | 
© duty breaks, [ 
k And its own courſe purſues in deſ. \ 
"Tate freaks, if: 

3, 1 certain miſchief and deſtruction | 
| 4 ſeeks. | * 


1 muſt not forget to let my readen 
* that Marilla is ſince married to mr. 
Oakly, with whom, as I am credibly in- 
1 form*d, ſhe was long paſſionately in love, 
1 and on that motive uſed the utmoſt of 
= her endeavours to ſtrengthen the averſion 
her fair friend had for him, 
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